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For today we have two scripture readings; our first reading is from the book of Isaiah 11:1-10 

(Old Testament).  And the main theme of this part of the scripture is that the Lord will restore 

His people. The prophet Isaiah looked outside his people’s trials to the glorious kingdom that 

will be established when the Messiah comes to reign. David’s dynasty was ready to end, but out 

of his family the Messiah will come, and a godly remnant of Jews kept the nation alive so that 

the Messiah could be born. His kingdom will involve righteous rule because the Son of God and 

the Spirit of God will reign truthfully, impartially, with justice. 

The other scripture reading is from the Gospel of Matthew 3:1-12 (New Testament). For over 

four hundred years, the nation had not heard the voice of a prophet; then John the Baptist 

appeared with this particular and controversial story.  

For some of us this can be a strange text to read on the second Sunday of Advent, a week when 

we express and give thanks to God for his amazing love towards us. But both readings are 

appropriate and remind us that God’s love is not just a dream, but is a deep, enduring love that 

extends to us even when we are at our worst and/or facing an entirely wrong direction.  

From John the Baptist we hear a message of “repentance” a message of judgment that should 

bring up guilty feelings in each one of us today. But John’s message in the book of Matthew, 

and Isaiah in his respective book, is not about a guilty change of heart; it’s about preparation. It 

is about how to approach God in a different perspective that will allow us to grow in wisdom in 

this season of advent. Both messages remind us that God cares for us deeply, and God’s love 

does not depend on our good behavior. In fact, that is a central point of Christ coming into the 

world – to show us God’s love firsthand. 

Please keep in your mind this great love, because this love is leading us today to see our theme 

of justice.  

But before we get into that, let me share a short story of something that happened to me some 

time ago. I do consider myself a good student, and probably you know that as a student, there 

are some classes that you like, that you enjoy. So, I love any history class; I enjoy them as 

much as I enjoy a piece of pumpkin pie or an apple cider donut with coffee in this season….!!! 



 

So, I was invited to go into the city of Chicago to a historical house for one of my classes. When 

I have the chance to go to the city, I usually like to take advantage of the train to avoid traffic 

and parking there because it is terrible. I want to enjoy my trips into the city. But sometimes it’s 

a whole adventure when you go, especially when you do not take the train very often. 

I usually go on a train once or twice a year and that time was a good occasion to go…. So I 

checked the train schedule. I like to be on time as much as possible,  I really hate to be late to 

my appointments or meetings unless something happens or there is a delay.  

As I mentioned, the reason to go to the city was to meet a History professor from ECC; he lives 

in Chicago and organized a trip for those students who wanted to go to the Jane Addams Hull-

House Museum. Of course, because I love history, I wanted to go; I was eager to learn about 

women’s history in the decade of the 1930s. 

Unfortunately, it was one of the coldest days in February; I arrived at the train station early to 

find a parking space. At 8:30 AM it was so difficult to find an empty space; I was driving around 

until I saw an empty space very far away from the train car. I got out of my car and I started 

to walk towards the pay station that was far away from where I had parked the car.  

Anyway, when I was in the pay station ready to pay, I noticed the machine did not accept credit 

cards. For those who know me a little bit, you know I never carry cash with me…so I ran back 

to the car to grab a couple of dollars that I was sure one of my daughters left…then I went back 

to the pay station and inserted the cash for the payment. But then another thing came up!!! 

The machine asked me for the parking spot number!!! By that time I was getting worried 

because of the time the train arrives…it was extremely cold and the car was far away…and I did 

not pay attention to the parking spot number…I completely forget. 

I was thinking for a moment of going back to the car to get the number, then coming back to 

the pay station…but during those 2 minutes of doing that…I was afraid of the risk that someone 

else could come and use the same machine and take my money that was already in…..type in 

their parking spot number and you know… 

I really want you to wear my shoes for a moment… in less than a minute, I mean seconds,  you 

have to make more than one decision…  

First - I was running late because I couldn’t find an empty spot there for me to park the car.  

Second - it was the coldest day ever…. And when I found the spot, I went back once to the 

car and I had to come back again to get the parking spot number, but my money was already 

in the machine….. 

Third - I saw the train approaching…decisions, decisions….. 
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Therefore, the decision was made:  because I did not want to miss the train, I did not want to 

arrive late to my appointment, I wanted to learn about the historical house…. I just continued 

with the transaction, I did not enter the parking spot number; I just clicked the button to finish 

the transaction and ran to catch the train. Let me tell you something; if you were there, spying 

on me….you would have seen a short guy running with the expectation to catch the train and 

not arrive late.  

When I arrived back to the train station after I spent most of the day in the city, I noticed an 

orange ticket was placed on the driver window. The ticket was for $75 for parking in the wrong 

spot without paying the fee. 

Imagine my reaction; I got mad, furious, and my question was why? Why me? I paid for the 

ticket.  

Anyway, to make this story short, they gave me the ticket.  I went to talk to the person in charge 

in City Hall the following day and I explained my case. But guess what!! The person asked to 

show the ticket as a proof that I paid…and obviously, I didn’t have the ticket with me…The city 

of Elgin made me pay the fee for the ticket. “That’s not right”. Those were my words…in the 

middle of my…anger. 

I felt mistreated, and I just wanted to quickly raise up my arms and tell them… It’s not, “that’s 

not right” “that’s not right! How could you do this to me? I want something to be 

done with this. This needs to be rectified. This needs to be made right.” 

Let me ask you the following questions… what is your reaction when you feel offended, when 

someone cheats you out of a few dollars, or when someone cuts in front of you in your lane 

when the traffic is slow….. or when someone assaults your character? We want justice, right? 

When we are victimized, we are moved to action.  

$75 Parking Ticket – I was not a happy at all! Not because of the money, because thank God I 

am not attached to a symbol $$$...I just wanted Justice; I wanted that situation to be rectified.  

I wanted JUSTICE, but nothing was fixed and I ended up paying the $75…. 

Let me give you some definitions of Justice: The word Justice is defined by Webster’s Dictionary 

as "the maintenance or administration of what is just." In actual practice it is seen as the 

restoration of equality. That is where we get our sense of fairness of being connected with 

justice.  

The word "just" is defined as "reasonable; conforming to a standard of correctness; acting on 

conformity with what is morally upright or good." 

The substitutes for the word "just" are fair and upright. This is very close to the Bible's usage.  

If you recall I defined "justice" as "conformity to a rule or standard." That is the Bible's definition 

of justice.  



However, the Bible's norm is God's own holy character, not a set of laws we might have in our 

mind, because we relate them to the government of men.  

Let’s pretend that Jesus is our guest for these coming weeks, and because He is our guest we 

want Him to have a good impression of our town and surrounding places. We can invite Him to 

places which we know. He can rejoice and He will be happy in the midst of this amazing cold 

season, full of snow, and lights; places that we think we can go to have fun together, you can 

name them… we can go… 

But in the meantime if I have to take the train to go to the city, I will make sure to arrive earlier 

than normal right?  But wait a minute; hopefully we will not encounter any unjust situation that 

calls our attention, or more importantly, Jesus attention. We want Jesus to have a good 

impression about our town and city.  

But we know that unfortunately things are not always what we expect… 

In the book that we have been using this Advent season, Prepare the Way by Pamela C. Hawkins, 

it says,  

“God’s Justice creates an opportunity to receive and make room for newness to happen 

in our midst. To be just in the eyes of God is to be fair, equitable and righteous, engaging 

in a way of life where all benefit equally and imbalances of power, respect, and 

sustenance come into right balance. Doing justice, by the standards of our creator, 

requires becoming a new creation over and over again so that we fully share all we have 

and all we are so that all can live together as a new creation. God’s justice requires 

sacrificial living”. (Pg. 41). 

What would Jesus say if He walked with us in the streets of our town or city?  

• How would he respond to homes filled with verbal, physical, and sexual abuse?  

• What would Jesus say to those children who have no father-figure in their life, let alone 

a father who has  abandoned them . . .  

• Or how would he respond to those thousands of orphaned children in our state awaiting 

adoption . . .  

• What would he say to those 423,000 children in the foster care system in the U.S.?  

• What would Jesus think about the 805 million people of the 7.3 billion people in the world, 

or in other words, 1 in 9, who are suffering from chronic hunger. 

• What would Jesus say about the 16000 women and children victims of sex trafficking 

here in Illinois? UNICEF believes: “About 2 million children are exploited every year in the 

global commercial sex trade.”  

• But here’s my greatest concern: what would Jesus say to us about justice?  

 

 



As the author (Pamela Hawkins) states, “God’s justice creates an opportunity to receive and 

make room for new things in the middle of our lives”…. especially in this season of Christmas 

when most of us spend time shopping in the malls or any of the shopping centers around.…how 

will we respond to those injustices that we face daily? Will we open our hearts to invite justice 

to become a partner of our lives? Will we share with those who are oppressed a little of what 

we have??  

Personally, I will answer YES, How about you? …Let me remind you that you and I are the eyes 

of God in this land; you and I are the hands and feet of God in our community, in our town. 

Let’s continue doing the great work that we have been doing during the last years here 

together…Let’s continue to expand more of our spiritual room and sometimes our physical rooms 

to those who are suffering injustices…. Let’s continue expanding the kingdom of God in those 

places where people are living under oppression and injustices…. Let’s continue to be the people 

who care for others knowing that one day someone else will take care of us. You know when I 

think about doing justice, I think about the little plant that we put in our garden in the spring 

season (for those who like gardening); during that time we are making sure that this plant 

receives sun. We water it; we protect that plant from being eaten or destroyed by animals or 

bugs, and we protect that plant until is blooming. 

Let me reference a quote from the book “Prepare the Way” from Pamela Hawkins. She says,  

“In order to grow into what God intends, in order for new creation to flourish, this tiny 

needle of a branch must get its share of sun, water, protection and nourishment as 

does every other branch on the three”. (Pg. 42)  

She was talking about a little branch from a tree. 

In conclusion - the invitation for all of us today is to see each other in whichever our situation 

or our context is and see this season of Advent as a time of reflection, as a time of consideration,  

and prepare ourselves for Christ to enter into our lives. Just as we prepare the sanctuary for 

Christmas with all of these decorations, we have to prepare our hearts for Christ and proclaim 

Justice.  

Let’s see this season of Advent as a time of transformation into something new, something holy, 

something that will open new opportunities in our lives. And let us be those people, the prophet 

Isaiah called “the remnant people who will keep our church, our community, our state, our 

nation alive”.  This season is an opportunity for each of us to allow God to work in us, to be 

“sharing a room, sharing space, sharing resources”….(Pg. 42) for the Kingdom of heaven has 

come near!  Let’s call justice as the Good News for all the people in Christmas season. 

 

 


