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 He (Jesus) went down with them and stood on a level place. A large crowd of his disciples was 

there and a great number of people from all over Judea, from Jerusalem, and from the coastal region 

around Tyre and Sidon, who had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. Those troubled 

by impure spirits were cured, and the people all tried to touch him, because power was coming from 

him and healing them all. Looking at his disciples, he said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is 

the kingdom of God. Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied. Blessed are you who 

weep now, for you will laugh. Blessed are you when people hate you, when they exclude you and insult 

you and reject your name as evil, because of the Son of Man. “Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, 

because great is your reward in heaven. For that is how their ancestors treated the prophets. “But woe 

to you who are rich, for you have already received your comfort. Woe to you who are well fed now, for 

you will go hungry. Woe to you who laugh now, for you will mourn and weep. Woe to you when 

everyone speaks well of you, for that is how their ancestors treated the false prophets.” 

Luke 6:17-26 NIV 

 

How Does God Keep Score? 

 

Today we being a three-part engagement with a section of the Gospel According to St. Luke frequently 

called "The Sermon on the Plain". You might be familiar with the "Sermon on the Mount", a common 

designation for the teachings of Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew, Chapters 5-7. That is not to be 

confused with "The Sermon on the Amount" which usually shows up around the time we are talking 

about the church budget.  

 

Both the Sermon on the Mount and the Sermon on the Plain are generally understood by biblical 

scholars to reflect a collection of teachings of Jesus that pre-date our written gospels. They circulated 

among the earliest believers in the couple of decades after the death and resurrection of the Lord. Both 

Matthew and Luke have adapted them to their audiences and outlines and both begin in a similar way 

with what have come to be called "the beatitudes".  

 

Most of us are familiar with the version in Matthew. Luke's version is shorter, each one more succinct 

and, helpfully, contains a contrasting warning. So, it is often just called "The Blessings and Woes". I 

especially appreciate this section of Luke because, like Matthew, these teachings begin with a review of 

how God keeps score. 

 

Bryan Wilkerson, pastor of Grace Chapel in Lexington, Massachusetts, attempted to come up with a set 

of beatitudes, a listing of the "blessed life", as we often think of it in the twenty-first century. What if 



we made a list of the kinds of people who seem to be well-off—who seem to have it made—by today's 

standards? It might go something like this: 

 

Blessed are the rich and famous, because they can always get a seat at the best restaurants. 

 

Blessed are the good-looking, for they shall be on the cover of People magazine. 

 

Blessed are those who party, for they know how to have fun. 

 

Blessed are those who take first place in the division, for they shall have momentum going into 

the play-offs. 

 

Blessed are the movers and shakers, for they shall make a name for themselves. 

 

Blessed are those who demand their rights, for they shall not be overlooked. 

 

Blessed are the healthy and fit, because they don't mind being seen in a bathing suit. 

 

Blessed are those who make it to the top, because they get to look down on everyone else. 

 Bryan Wilkerson, in his sermon "The Heartbreak Gospel," www.preachingtoday.com 

 

Jesus will have none of this.  

In fact, we should probably recognize that following Jesus will sometimes have us colliding with the 

values of the world in which we live.  

 

Following Jesus requires a choice. Saying "yes" to Christ will entail saying "no" to a lot of what the 

culture around us promotes as success, popularity, and celebrity. These are the very things over which 

Jesus expresses sorrow because following them leads not to blessing but to woe, disillusionment, 

disappointment, deep regret, and finally, after following them for most of a lifetime, the tragic 

recognition that I've been on the wrong path all along. 

 

Jesus puts it directly like this (Luke 6:20-26) 

 

God blesses you who are poor, for the Kingdom of heaven is yours. 

God blesses you who are hungry now, for you will be satisfied. 

What blessings await you when people hate you and exclude you and mock you and curse you 

as evil because you follow the Son of Man. When that happens, be happy!  

 

On the other hand:  

 

What sorrow awaits you who are rich, for you have your only happiness now.  

What sorrow awaits you who are fat and prosperous now, for a time of awful hunger awaits 

you. 

What sorrow awaits you who laugh now, for your laughing will turn to mourning and sorrow.  

http://www.preachingtoday.com/


What sorrow awaits you who are praised by the crowds, for their ancestors also praised the 

false prophets.  

 

We should be clear here that Jesus was not recommending poverty and hunger and social isolation for 

their own sake. This opening few verses of what we call the "sermon on the plain" are a pointed 

compare and contrast exercise: we think that financial wealth, full cupboards, and good times, and the 

admiration of friends, neighbors, and work associates means we're succeeding; we're winning; we're 

running up the score of victory in life. We're making it! 

 

In reality, however, if those are the markers of a life well-lived, we are seriously, maybe fatally, and 

certainly eternally deluded. While we are climbing the ladder of social and financial success, we failed 

to determine if the ladder was leaning against the wrong wall.  

 

It reminds me of the warning label found in football helmets made by Schutt Sports, a major supplier 

of football helmets for the National Football League.  

The text of the label is pretty small, so let me make it clear:  

NO HELMET SYSTEM CAN PROTECT YOU FROM SERIOUS BRAIN AND/OR NECK INJURIES INCLUDING 

PARALYSIS OR DEATH. TO AVOID THESE RISKS, DO NOT ENGAGE IN THE SPORT OF FOOTBALL. 

 

Found at Barry Petcheskey, "Helmet Warning Label Tells Users Not to Play Football" (Deadspin, 8/5/13) 

If you don't want to run the risk, don't play that game! 

 

Suburban culture, our culture, places a high value on options and choices. We like custom-crafted 

coffee to drink, custom window treatments to decorate our homes, and a personal online shopper who 

knows our tastes and preferences. We want it our way in most everything. And honestly, most of these 

decisions or pretty minor, right? But a lot of our minor decisions are made by default as we drift along 

with the cultural tide. One by one over time and after a while we are far off course. 



 

Today in worship we have witnessed deliberate and intentional choices:  

 

• Baptism means parents are making a deliberate choice to welcome the Lord Jesus into their 

home, connect with a community of Christian faith, and, along with teaching their child about 

crushing their teeth and tying their shoes, will teach them about the love and mercy of God. 

 

• Becoming a member of the church means that, again, I am affirming that I am choosing God's 

way over the way of the world.  

 

• And the choice to partner with Hope for Today Ministries in South Asia means that we do 

indeed expect that instead of investing our resources exclusively in ourselves, we will also 

partner with God for the healing of the world in South Asia. 

 

The next two weeks we will unpack this sermon on the plain more completely, but for today it is clear 

that Jesus begins by placing the choice before us. Daily deciding to listen to the voice of the Lord, 

follow the teachings of the Lord, and welcoming the Spirit of the Lord.  

 

Day at a time decision-making might seems so small and so routine, but at the end of our lives those 

daily decisions determine whether we receive overwhelming joy or eternal regret. 

 

Psalm 1 echoes this invitation to choose the way God blesses:  

 

“Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in the way that sinners 

take or sit in the company of mockers, but whose delight is in the law of the Lord, and who 

meditates on his law, day and night.  

 

That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and 

whose leaf does not wither— whatever they do prospers.  

 

Not so the wicked! They are like chaff that the wind blows away.  

Therefore, the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the assembly of the 

righteous.  

 

For the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked leads to 

destruction.” 

Psalm 1:1-6 NIV 

 

We all have a lot of choices.  

When it comes to the big choices, the deliberate choice of what kind of life we intend to lead, choose 

the way of Jesus. It is the way of blessing now and forever.  

 


