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7 But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go 

away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8 When 

he comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness 

and judgment: 9 about sin, because people do not believe in me; 10 about right-

eousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no long-

er; 11 and about judgment, because the prince of this world now stands con-

demned. 

12 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But when he, 

the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on 

his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to 

come. 14 He will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he will 

make known to you. 15 All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said 

the Spirit will receive from me what he will make known to you.” 

John 16:7-15 
 

Introduction: 
 
In this passage Jesus and the disciples were in Jerusalem. On that day I am assuming 
that they were sitting in a quiet place, just Jesus and the twelve. Perhaps they were 
sitting in a place in which they could listen to what Jesus had for them. Jesus knew 
what was happening and He wanted to let them know that there was no reason to be 
afraid or to be scared of anything that was happening. At that point in time, there was 
conflict and tension between the synagogue authorities and the Christian communi-
ties. The gospel of John differs significantly from the other Gospels because John pre-



 

sents by far the unfriendliest picture of relations between Jesus and the Jews.  
 
Throughout the entire book, John presents Jesus as rebuking “the Jews” for their 
failure to recognize or understand Him. They tried to stone Him (Jesus), and people 
who confessed him as the Messiah were put out of the synagogue. For that reason, 
the disciples were afraid of the Jews; but wait a minute, Jesus and the disciples were 
Jews themselves! It was the process of undergoing painful separation from the Jew-
ish society.  
 
The same thing is happening in our denomination today. Think about it. We are 
struggling with the idea of separation, and from my point of view, it is pointless, a 
waste of time, a waste of energy, a waste of money. Instead of focusing on God’s mis-
sion and what God has for us today as a denomination, as a congregation, as mem-
bers of the universal church, and as disciples and followers of Jesus Christ, we are 
focusing on the wrong thing.  
 
Some people prefer to make decisions for us and I understand that someone needs 
to make the decisions, right? My prayer is that God would give them wisdom, and 
that they would utilize that wisdom to make the right decisions for us as a denomi-
nation and as a church. We do not depend on others, we depend on what God, Jesus 
and His Spirit has for us.  
 
So where are we now, today? We are in a transitional period. Scott’s last Sunday 
was a week ago and on July 7th, one of my best friends and colleague Rev. Lisa, from 
the conference, is coming to begin a journey with us just as I did three years ago. 
And we are all excited to have her with us and to be welcoming her and her beauti-
ful family into our church family. But even though we are excited and hopeful for 
Lisa’s new journey with us, we remain a bit afraid just as the disciples were accord-
ing to the scripture reading today. We are afraid of the decisions that our denomina-
tion or our conference will make in future years. And that fear produces expecta-
tions inside of us; and those expectations in one way or another are great because 
they keep us aware of the situations and also keep us alert about what is happening 
around us. The problem is when those expectations are not fulfilled as we thought 
they would be that we begin to fall away or we begin to struggle.  
 
When John the disciple spoke about the Jews, he refers not to the Jewish people as a 
whole, but specifically to those at the synagogue. The Jewish leaders or the authori-
ties at the synagogue; he was speaking of that particular time and place. But it could 
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board the boat of God’s mission here. In the first scripture reading we heard that the 
disciples were afraid and Jesus told them that the Holy Spirit would testify on behalf of 
Him. Guess what my friends, the same Holy Spirit of that day is today here among us 
and that Spirit will testify on behalf of us, on behalf of all the amazing things that we get 
to take part in. So do not worry about the future because we are all in God’s hands.  
 
I invite you to have the confidence to not lose the momentum that we have had. Today 
is the day that the Lord has made and it’s the day that we proclaim the good news and 
our care for each other. I need all of you just as you need me because we are one body in 
God’s Son, Jesus Christ. Remember what “1 Cor. 12 says, 14 For the body does not consist 
of one member but of many.” That is all of us.  
 
In John 16:8 the Bible describes the Holy Spirit as the counselor or advocate. But the 
original word in Greek is “PARAKLETE” which means one who comes alongside of us as 
comforter.  
 
Examples:  Paramedic: Comes alongside of us to tend to our health.  
                      Paralegal: Comes alongside of us to help us with legal matters. 
                      Paraklete: Comes alongside of us to give us confidence in God; and to teach  
                      us about righteousness. 
 
So, let us continue working together my friends, because in God we have the confidence 
to overcome any problem or issue that comes. Let’s continue doing God’s mission.  
Let’s pray…  
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also apply for us today.  
 
The disciples were afraid of the situation but Jesus came and said, “26 But when the 
Advocate comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who 
comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf; 27 you also are to testify, because 
you have been with me from the beginning. I have said all this to you to keep you 
from falling away.”  (John 15:26) 
 
Now let me stop here because that is exactly where expectations can take us if 
they are not fulfilled; “to falling away”. But today I want to encourage you to take 
the scripture reading as advice from Jesus to lift your eyes to the Holy Spirit. Why? 
Because we have a mission to accomplish; we have a mission to work on it.  
 
Last year, my family and I were vacationing in Cancun. One day we were walking 
in a place called “La Plaza” because the receptionist from the resort recommended 
a good restaurant to us called “Las Cejas”. Now, “Las Cejas” literally means 
“Eyebrows”. Yes, it’s a weird name for a restaurant. 
 
So we ate at this restaurant and afterwards we decided to take a walk around the 
plaza. And you know how it is, merchants are at every corner and side street try-
ing to sell their merchandise. I have to admit, my wife and I liked some of the 
things that they showed us but when we came across a certain blanket that a ven-
dor was selling, we fell in love. We wanted it, but we did not end up buying it and 
our vacation continued on. The days passed and we didn’t have time to go back to 
the plaza to buy the blanket, but on the last day a concierge from the resort 
reached out to us out of nowhere and said, “before you guys leave, I have a sur-
prise for you.” And what do you know, it was a blanket extremely similar to the 
one we had been eyeing at the plaza! We were so happy! Usually, the blanket is 
used for the bottom of the bed. 
 
The blanket was beautiful; it had nice decorations on one side and if you got closer 
you could see the difference from one side of the blanket compared to the other. 
The blanket had stripes of different colors (whites, black, green, gray) and it also 
had a series of patterns that all combined to make the blanket a beautiful piece 
that could be used for different purposes.  
 

Think about this, though. If I had that blanket now in my hands, and used scissors 

 How about our Vacation Bible School? In the past we have held VBS and had more 
than 250 children. This year we are planning to host around 200 children. VBS is 
one of great events that we have as a community outreach here in Crystal Lake 
and the first day is tomorrow. Also the children’s ministry is full of activities and 
programs that help our children to identify at a young age how wonderful God is:  
Santa’s Wonderland, Science Camp, retreats at Phantom Ranch, etc. 

 If we continue to look back, we can talk about Buddy Break, a program that in-
cludes kids with disabilities and helps parents to have a small break from the 
challenges that come with having a special needs child. We have more than 80 
kids on the list and we have more on the waiting list.  

 How about Student Ministry? Our youth are a fundamental piece in the life of our 
church. They meet every Sunday in the Youth Loft. We have more than 20 youth 
gather for fun activities, games, Bible studies and discussions about their real 
lives… not about ‘real life’ but about their own real lives. 

 Looking back since 2015, Stephen Ministry is another one of the great areas of 
our church; all the caring relationships are firmly confidential and are for the sole 
purpose of providing support and encouragement to those people who are strug-
gling with loneliness or depression and are not able to commute and attend any of 
our services. It’s a face to face interaction, prayer, and follow up. Two people are 
involved: the care giver and the care receiver. 

 The Senior Ministry is one of our newer areas in the church. You know, I am ex-
tremely fascinated with this ministry. In my first church the youngest person was 
56 years old and the oldest was 95. And I enjoyed and loved being with them. I 
brought them that enthusiasm and energy that they needed and they gave me the 
wisdom and patience that I needed to pursue my goals. This area here at First 
Church has a lot of fun activities and programs that keep all of our members in 
full connection one another and with God.  

 Worship Ministry 
 
 
Conclusion: 
 
In conclusion, my invitation for all of us today, friends, is to reflect on what God has 
done for us as individuals and as a church community. Yes, our denomination is de-
bating on following one path or another. But we as First United Methodist Church of 
Crystal Lake, we don’t have time for that. It is just that simple. We are involved in 
God’s mission. We are in the business of helping people and proclaiming the good 
news of salvation and redemption to all people. My invitation for you is to get on 



 

to cut even a small piece of the blanket, the blanket would not be the same because 

it would be missing a piece that is fundamental to the perfect pattern of the blan-

ket.  

 

In 1 Corinthians 12: 12, 14-21, the Bible says, “12 For just as the body is one and has 

many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is 

with Christ.  

14 For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot should say, 

“Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any 

less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not 

belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole 

body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where 

would be the sense of smell? 18 But as it is, God arranged the organs in the body, each 

one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single organ, where would the body be? 20 As it 

is, there are many parts, yet one body. 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no 

need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 
 
My goal with sharing these verses this morning is that as one of the pastors here at 
First Church, I need all of you to be united more than ever because we have a mis-
sion to accomplish. If we look back on all the things that we do as a church, we will 
realize that we don’t have time to think of divisions or disagreements or anything 
similar to what our denomination is going through right now. No, we don’t have 
that time. 
 
 If we look back, we can see that in August we packed 100k meals for children 

who were starving in another part of the world.  
 If we look back, I can tell you that we have held at least three immigration clin-

ics throughout the last year. During these clinics we served more than 15 peo-
ple (including young people) and helped them to legalize their status here in 
United States. And for the next year, our goal is to establish a Social Justice Cen-
ter where we can begin to hold workshops for the immigrant and oppressed 
community; workshops such as “Immigration 101”, “Know your Rights”, “Youth 
& Police Healing Circles”, etc. 
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 If we look back, I can tell you that we as church supported short term mission 
trips that helped to change the lives of the participants from First Church and 
also the lives of the people in those places. Our youth went to South Dakota, then 
MN, and to Costa Rica just last year. And now, next year all of our college stu-
dents are going to Cuba to learn more about that great culture.  

 If we look back, I can tell you that we have served more than 100 families of low 
income. We’ve provided them groceries for a month at a time. We have had the 
mobile food pantry here every month; our church food pantry every Friday. And 
its not just the food that we have provided; sometimes we have provided furni-
ture such as dining tables, microwaves, utensils, and much more. 

 If we look back, I can tell you that our partnership with Coventry School is a 
wonderful ministry. We have provided monthly groceries to those children and 
their families and have even given them a little extra here and there.  

 If we look back, I can tell you that we have supported Home of the Sparrow. We 
have not only provided shelter for single and pregnant or homeless women, but 
the United Methodist Men have even gone out to those homes to do some rehab. 

 If we look back, we also notice that in October of last year we opened a house 
here in Crystal Lake for women and girls who have been sexually exploited and 
trafficked in the Chicago area and our community. 

 If we look back, I can also tell about our Habitat for Humanity project. We began 
to build the first three houses on McHenry Avenue. We have been the main 
church on this project and we have sent several people (men, women, and 
youth) to work there. We are not just blessing those families with our donations, 
but also with our hands by going there to volunteer, putting nails into a 2x4, or 
shoveling the mud around the foundation, etc. 

 If we look back, every fall for the last three years we have opened our doors for 
those who want to learn more about God and explore their faith through our Al-
pha course. Alpha is a place for anyone who is curious about life, purpose, or 
faith. If you’re questioning or skeptical of the Christian faith, this is especially 
the place for you.  

 If we continue look back, I can tell that every winter we have had “Financial 
Peace University”. It has been an amazing and spectacular curriculum that has 
helped our congregants become good administrators of finances.  

 If we look back on the last several months, I can say that the small groups that 
we have developed are great, and they have been for all ages focused on diverse 
areas of life. If you are interested, please go ahead and ask any of the leaders of 
those groups if you desire to belong to one of those.  
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