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Luke 10:25-37 
25 Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus.[j] “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal 

life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” 27 He answered, “You 

shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and 

with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” 28 And he said to him, “You have given the right 

answer; do this, and you will live.” 
29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 Jesus replied, “A man 

was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat 

him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and 

when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place 

and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when 

he saw him, he was moved with pity. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil 

and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of 

him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii,[k] gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of 

him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.’ 36 Which of these three, do 

you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who 

showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 

 

I remember when I was a very young pastor  

 Pretty green 

 My journey in faith had been a bit of a whirlwind…. 

 And 7 years after I gave my life to follow Jesus, I was a pastor. 

I certainly didn’t have the rich amount of knowledge that comes from growing up in the church, 

attending Sunday school and worship regularly. I was a much shorter-term student of the Bible than so 

many others, yet there I was...a new, naïve, young pastor. 

 

And I remember one particular interchange with someone who started asking me questions: 

• Who lived the longest in the Old Testament? 

• How many years did Noah live? 

• How many people escaped Egypt? 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+10&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25381j
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+10&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25391k
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It was like a trivia contest and I quickly ascertained that the person asking me these questions was not 

asking because they were looking for the answer, but rather, to see how much I really knew about the 

Bible.  My guess: he was trying to figure out if he would let me be his pastor.  He was testing me. 

 

Now please don’t misunderstand me – I am not placing myself on the same level as Jesus by any 

stretch of the imagination, but I am struck by how this story begins: 

 

“Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus….” 

 

That was his motive for interacting with Jesus – to test him. 

He wasn’t seeking to have a holy theological conversation like the Samaritan woman at the well had 

with Jesus. 

 

He wasn’t looking for information and asking Jesus, the Teacher. 

 

No, he wanted to see if Jesus would answer his question to his satisfaction. 

 

He asked his question from a place of pride,  

 

So, Jesus turned the question back on him: what do you know that the Scriptures say? And the man 

answered with the two greatest commandments – which Jesus had quoted himself…. 

 

But then came the second question –  

 And the motivation was again, rather selfish: 

 “but wanting to justify himself….” 

 

See, his faith was all about himself; about his eternal life; about his self-righteousness; and about his 

place over and against Jesus. 

 

His faith lacked humility…..(which makes me wonder if we can say that he had faith at all because 

humility is an essential attribute for the faith. 
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Proverbs 11:12 

When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with the humble is wisdom. 

 

1 Peter 5:5 

Clothe yourselves, all of you with humility toward one another for God opposes the proud but gives 

grace to the humble. 

 

Humility is crucial for the health of a faith community. 

• Because in such a faith community people don’t think of themselves more highly than they 

ought. 

• Because in such a faith community, people spend time listening to one another 

• Because in such a faith community, people give one another credit 

• In such a faith community, people acknowledge that they don’t have it all together 

• And in such a faith community, people don’t go to the Lord to test or quiz; nor do they go to 

Scripture to find what they want it to say or to prove their argument, but rather the go to 

Scripture to open themselves up in order to listen for God’s instruction. 

 

Ultimately Jesus teaches the lawyer who a neighbor is: a neighbor is one who doesn’t think so highly of 

himself so much so that he would go out of the way to care for someone else. 

 

There have been a lot of reflections on how it was the religious elite who walked by the dying 

man……how an interaction with him would leave them ritually unclean and so unable to perform their 

functions…. 

 

But Jesus makes it clear in this story that loving neighbor (no matter who it is) is more important than 

your own standing or status in the religion.   

 

Perhaps we can say that to be holy in front of God is based not on what we have accomplished, but 

rather on our humility and care for one another. 

 

C.S. Lewis put it like this: 
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May we always be this kind of faith community…...the faith community that lives into Psalm 25:8-10 

 

 

 
 

Good and upright is the LORD; 

    therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 
9 He leads the humble in what is right, 

    and teaches the humble his way. 
10 All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, 

    for those who keep his covenant and his decrees. 

 

This is the attitude, not of the lawyer who tested Jesus, but of the Samaritan who cared for his 

neighbor. 

 

It is the attitude of a faith community that approaches the Lord with humility and each other with care. 

 

I’d like to offer that we turn this into a prayer 

 And prayed it when we read Scripture  

 When we gather in small groups 

 When we come to the Lord in prayer 

 When we are seeking the direction of the Lord. 

 

Lord, in your goodness, teach us sinners in your way.  Humble our hearts and lead us in what is right.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord, in your goodness, teach us sinners in your way.  

Humble our hearts and lead us in what is right. Amen  
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This is how we truly follow Jesus – who humbled himself as we hear in Philippians 2: 

 
3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than 

yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5 Let the 

same mind be in you that was[a] in Christ Jesus, 

6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God 

    as something to be exploited, 7 but emptied himself, 

    taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, 
8     he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— 

    even death on a cross. 

 

Let us pray: 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29380a

