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So here we are!  It feels like it’s been a long time in coming to get to this day since I was first 

introduced to the Staff-Parish Relations Committee in February.  How do you feel?  Nervous?  

Uncertain?   

If so, I think we’re normal.  Certainly, there are plenty of other pastors beginning today in their new 

appointments and that same number of congregations going through a mix of emotions as well. 

This.  This day.  This setting out together.  This new opportunity.  This journey calls to mind other 

journeys from long ago as we will hear in the Gospel message.  So, I invite you to stand as able for the 

reading of the Gospel lesson from Luke 10: 1-11, 16-20 

 

Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

1After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to every town 

and place where he himself intended to go. 2 He said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the 

laborers are few; therefore, ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. 3 Go on 

your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. 4 Carry no purse, no bag, no 

sandals; and greet no one on the road. 5 Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this 

house!’ 6 And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it 

will return to you. 7 Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the 

laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to house. 8 Whenever you enter a town 

and its people welcome you, eat what is set before you; 9 cure the sick who are there, and say to 

them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 10 But whenever you enter a town and they do not 

welcome you, go out into its streets and say, 11 ‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we 

wipe off in protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come near.’ 
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16 “Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects you rejects me, and whoever rejects me 

rejects the one who sent me.” 17 The seventy[a] returned with joy, saying, “Lord, in your name even the 

demons submit to us!” 18 He said to them, “I watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of 

lightning. 19 See, I have given you authority to tread on snakes and scorpions, and over all the power 

of the enemy; and nothing will hurt you. 20 Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the spirits submit 

to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” 

 

Did you ever wonder if they got to pick who they would travel with – or if Jesus paired them up 

himself?.......  Kind of like us.   

  

Feels a little out of our own hands, and this pairing may have left some feeling, “I kind a wanted to go 

along with someone different.”  But over the last 25 years of ministry (from Jarratt, Virginia to LaMoille, 

Poplar Grove, and Elgin, IL to the 5 plus counties that are the Rockford district, I have discovered that 

no matter who we travel the road with,  

• there is a blessing to receive from the other, 

• there are things that we learn from the other 

• that the time together helps us to walk more closely with each other and with Jesus 

 

And so, I imagine those disciples from long ago……paired up with perhaps someone they don’t really 

know and were sent off to one of any number of villages and areas to be a lead team for Jesus’ arrival.   

 Where are you from? 

 Who are you parents? 

 What did you leave behind? 

 What do you think of Jesus?   

What have been your experiences?   

What do you really think of Peter? 

In the journey, they begin to know each other and hear the faith of one another’s hearts and truly 

become partners in mission. 

 

This is my hope for us…. 

That we walk along; maybe awkwardly at first, get to know one another and begin to trust one 

another with our stories and with our experiences of Jesus.   

When did you get to know Jesus? 

What did you leave behind to follow him? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10%3A1-11%2C+16-20&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25373a
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What of his teachings give you joy? 

Which of his teachings do you struggle with? 

What has he done for you? 

I truly look forward to knowing your story…. 

And pray that we will build such a strong relationship with each other that we will have one another’s 

back as we go forward in ministry.  \\ 

 

Because ministry these days is difficult…… 

 We can no longer assume people know about church 

 We can no longer assume people know Jesus 

 Going door-to-door to witness and invite is uncomfortable for most…. 

We live in an increasingly secular-driven culture where religion is not trusted, not sought out, and the 

message of the Gospel falls on closed ears 

 

Here again, we aren’t alone…those earliest disciples faced difficulties also. 

Jesus said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore, ask the Lord of the 

harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. 3 Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs 

into the midst of wolves. 4 Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals;  

 

Jesus makes it clear – 

 There’s more work than workers…. 

 You are going to face opposition…. 

 And be careful that you burden yourselves…but trust in God’s provision for you…… 

 

Let’s take those in reverse order: 

• I admit – we moved too much stuff! 

• I admit – its more comfortable to stay within the walls of the church than to go out….and face 

opposition to the faith 

• I admit – getting committees filled to complete the church’s work is not the same as taking a 

look at all the kingdom work that needs to be done in the world – seeing the numbers of people 

who do not know of God’s love is so much greater than how many disciples there are who are 

ready to tell of that love. 
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We’ve got work to do, brothers and sisters!  And it’s not always going to be easy…...but may all that 

we do be of God and for the glory of God! 

 

This brings us to the actual mission work: to proclaim the presence of God’s kingdom – right here; 

right now. 

Jesus said, “. 8 Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is set before you; 

cure the sick who are there, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’  

 

There’s a hand-in-hand mission here:   

 Caring and proclaiming 

 They have to go hand in hand 

 Caring without proclaiming in whose name we do this is  

 Proclaiming without caring is empty…. 

 

One of my mottos in ministry has been this: 

 People don’t care what I know until they know I care. 

It’s been my philosophy for ministry 

 It’s a shepherd’s philosophy 

 

I believe the same is true for the world. 

They won’t care what we know about Jesus (the world won’t care about our proclamation) until they 

know we care 

 

So, let me share what I celebrate so far about this congregation:   you do a lot to care for people; you 

do the ministry of healing. 

 

 Feeding 

 Buddy break 

 Small groups 

 ASP by UMM 

 Youth mission trip this coming week 

 Habitat for Humanity 

 Summon 2 Serve 
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Here’s the challenge – 

 That in every ministry setting we share the reason why we do those things. 

 

 

And our reason why is understood right here at this table: We heal because God has come to heal us 

through Jesus Christ our Lord who gave himself for us…..allowing his body to be broken so that the 

brokenness of the world can be made whole. 

 

The Kingdom of God is here and our journey together begins to serve that kingdom! 

 

 

 

 


