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I don’t think that things in life get messed up overnight.  Usually it’s a low fade.  Focus gets lost 

gradually.  Priorities slowly morph into something not intended.  Until life has become what you don’t 

want it to be.  You find life’s foundation is built upon something you didn’t want it to be built upon. 

 

It’s an age-old story that gets replayed over and over. 

• It’s a story that gets retold in career choices that are made from a place of altruism but then 

shifts into self-serving purposes. 

• It gets retold in marriages that were once established in love and trust but the foundation for 

the relationship is now built on complacency and routine 

• It’s a story that gets retold in faith communities when established traditions are found to be at 

odds with the basic tenets of the faith. 

  

It’s a story that happened over the course of over 100 years….700 years before Jesus---- with God’s 

own chosen people. 

 

• The people of Israel and Judah had let their hearts be taken over by the worship of other gods. 

• They had defiled the Temple with this worship and because they wouldn’t repent 

• They weren’t caring for one another...they were oppressing one another, taking advantage of 

each other...certainly not acting like God’s people. 

 

It was a slow fade until Israel had become not what God had wanted it to be and everything was 

messed up – priorities, traditions, focus in faith.   

 

Now something we always need to remember about God: God responds to human disobedience, 

waywardness, and brokenness.  And it is God’s practice to send someone to speak to the wayward 

people. 

God did it sending Moses back down the mountain to straighten up the Hebrews 

God did it by sending Nathan to King David after his adulterous and murderous actions. 

God’s practice is to appoint and anoint a prophet to speak to the people.   

 

Hear now this word of the Lord: 
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Jeremiah 1:4-10  
4 The word of the LORD came to me, saying, 
5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I 

appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”  6 “Alas, Sovereign LORD,” I said, “I do not 

know how to speak; I am too young.” 
7 But the LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am too young.’ You must go to everyone I send 

you to and say whatever I command you. 8 Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and 

will rescue you,” declares the LORD. 
9 Then the LORD reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me, “I have put 

my words in your mouth. 10 See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to 

uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant.” 

 

There we heard clearly that the work of the prophet to speak God’s truth to the current reality and to 

be able to see and explain then the natural effects that will occur if the reality doesn’t change.   

And in Jeremiah’s call story we hear what it’s going to change to get things straightened up and 

hopefully change the current reality 

“I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, 

to build and to plant.” 

 

Uproot.  Tear down.  Destroy.  Overthrow. 

Pretty powerful imagery.  Brings to mind heavy machinery, armies, maybe violence.  

But perhaps it can also bring to mind the power of the truth that tears down falsehoods; that uproots 

assumptions and prejudices; that destroys ungodly practices; that overthrows the human heart. 

 

I have experienced the power of truth that has torn down my false foundations about myself and this 

world at critical times in my life. 

 When I’ve been wrong… 

 When I’ve made poor choices…and didn’t want to admit it. 

 When I’ve been too high and mighty and prideful… 

There’s always been a word that has come to me that uproots and tears down those false foundations 

that I’m standing on.   

 

And as hard as that is, it’s so crucial because a way has to be made for God’s purposes. 

 

Just as gardens cannot be planted for fruitfulness if the weeds haven’t been uprooted – so too God’s 

kingdom cannot be built on foundations of selfishness, destruction, any kind of ism, hatred, jealousies, 

idolatry,  

 Those foundations have to be torn down so something new can be built 

 

It’s such difficult work for the prideful human spirit to do.  Which may be one the reasons things can 

get so messed up because it is hard to deal with.   

I don’t want to see my failings.   

I don’t want to deal with my selfishness……  
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this is why so many of the prophets were ignored – including Jeremiah.  The rulers of the time did not 

want to hear it. 

 

But God appoints and anoints people for this very work. 

• Jeremiah for the wayward people of Israel and Judah. 

• John the Baptist for the people of God who lived 600 years later as he said, “repent for the 

kingdom of God is at hand” 

• And Jesus himself who said many times, “you have heard that it’s been said….but I say to 

you…..” and who questioned and challenged the selfish practices of the religious leaders of his 

day. 

• Fellow Christians – the priesthood of all believers - who help us to see how we need to uproot 

or tear down unhealthy and wayward practices in our lives. 

 

See I don’t think that the work of Jeremiah or any of the prophets is over.  I think God’s people still 

needs the ministry today of uprooting in order to plant; of tearing down in order to build up.   

  

As hard as it this process may be, it is such good news – because it clearly tells us that God isn’t done 

with us and God doesn’t give up on us! 

 

So may God give us the grace for our wayward hearts to listen to the prophets 

  and the grace to speak as a prophet if called to do so. 

 

Prayer with laying on of hands: 

God of the prophets – thank you for never letting us go and for sending people to speak your voice of 

truth when we need it.  Send your Holy Spirit upon us to receive the Jeremiahs you send to us when 

we need it.  Send your Holy Spirit to appoint and anoint us to be like Jeremiah when you call us to be - 

to those around us.  So that in all, we may build our lives upon you and be foundations for your 

kingdom on earth.  Amen. 

 


