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Last week I asked how your prayer life was.   
I have a new question this week: 
 

How is your heart? 
And let me be specific…. 
  

I’m not asking about your physical heart that keeps your blood and oxygen flowing...of course I would 
be concerned if that wasn’t doing well...but my question today is about your “heart” – that most inner 

part of you. 
 
The New Testament use the word heart often 156 times.  This would be the Greek word for heart: 

“kardia”    

 
 
And in the Hebrew – the language of the Old Testament, the word heart is “lev”” which is used 545 
times in the Old Testament.   

 
In both the Greek and the Hebrew, the writer speaks not of the physical heart but of the very center of 

our being 
The driving force of our lives 

The source of all that we are passionate about 
The attitude with which we approach life and people 
The well-spring of our priorities … 
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The very center of our being 

The very essence of who we are…… 
It’s what is referred to in these passages:… 
 

• Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one 
body; and be thankful.  Colossians 3:15 

• And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus.  Philippians 4:7 

• Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in Your 
sight, O LORD, my rock and my Redeemer.  Psalm 19:14 

• Do not incline my heart to any evil thing, to practice deeds of wickedness With men 
who do iniquity; And do not let me eat of their delicacies.   Psalm 141:4 

 
And it is what Jesus is getting at in our lesson for today. 

 
Luke 12:32-40 

32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your 

possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in 

heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your 

treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
35 “Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, 36 like servants waiting for their master 

to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they can immediately open the 

door for him. 37 It will be good for those servants whose master finds them watching when he 

comes. Truly I tell you, he will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and will come 

and wait on them. 38 It will be good for those servants whose master finds them ready, even if he 

comes in the middle of the night or toward daybreak. 39 But understand this: If the owner of the house 

had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40 You 

also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.” 
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I want to tell you about someone from a long time ago but his story has stayed with me for over 20 

years. 

Walter B…….’s Story about the closet at their church where he stored items that he sold in his 

business. 

 

I looked in that oversized closet at all those items and what I saw was Wally’s heart 

  

That is, I saw where his passions were;  

I saw what had a hold over him;  

I saw what he thought about;  

I saw what drove him to do what he did;  

and I was saddened. 

 

Because it had no lasting value. 

In Jesus’ words, it was a purse that could wear out. 

 

This is what Jesus was addressing with people so long ago – as well as today.   

 

To secure the center of our being – our hearts – not through possessions, power, financial security but 

through the Kingdom of God the very thing that God is so wanting to give us. 

 

And it’s a funny thing…the key to security seems to run contrary to what we try to do to gain security 

 

We think we gain security through possessions and wealth and power and independence.  

But do we really? Does that really secure our hearts?  Because doesn’t it feel like, the more we have 

the more we are worried over keeping what we have...this process can take over our hearts. 

 

Jesus saw this in the people around him.  You see, what triggered Jesus’ comments was someone 

coming up to him – actually shouting out from the midst of the crowd - to him, “Teacher, tell my 

brother to divide the family inheritance with me.” 

 

Even after all his teaching on prayer – on seeking God’s kingdom first, this man’s heart is still focused 

on other matters and he hasn’t changed.   

 

He hasn’t gone through the process of what the Greeks called Metanoia…..the journey of changing 

one’s mind, heart, self, or way of life. 
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Jesus gives instructions on what to do for the sake of metanoia: sell your possessions and give alms.  

In other words, do what it takes to refocus your life on the kingdom.  Do what it takes to secure your 

heart in the treasures that doesn’t wear out.   

 

What doesn’t wear out? 

 Generosity 

 Being in service to others 

 

With those things at the center of our lives 

With those things being what we are passionate about 

With these things being the activities that consume our lives…. 

 

Not only does God’s kingdom break into this world through the transformation of our hearts, but we 

find ourselves ready servants for when God himself breaks into this world...because our hearts (the 

center of our being) are like servants who keep their lamps lit and ready for their master. 

 

Now next week we have a metanoia opportunity: Summoned2Serve 

 

Let us see what God does with us and how the eternal kingdom of God comes into our world.  

Let us see how we make purses for ourselves that do not wear out as we spend next weekend in the 

generous and serving activities that are planned… 

 

So, if you haven’t signed up already – it’s not too late! 

And if you haven’t brought the items needed for us to pack the Coventry school emergency food bags, 

please be sure to sign up and get that information before we leave today. 

 

 

 


