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Ever feel left out? 

I remember in grade school and through high school, painful times of feeling left out.  Not a part of the 

special circle. 

Whether it was in middle school and looking longingly at the “popular crowd” or whether it was later in 

college and going to a sorority gathering and having the feeling that I just didn’t belong. 

 

There’s a lot that contributes to that separation:   

Class, race, personality, intelligence, ethical behavior, - some of the categories that separate people.   

 

There are a lot of studies about the effects of “not belonging”. 

 Depression, desperate behavior, detrimental to overall health, can become a spiral… 

 

Has even greater intensity if the experience of not belonging has religious implications.   

 Being judged 

 You’ve displeased God 

 God doesn’t care 

 You have to earn God’s love and acceptance – and you just can’t do that. 

 

This was the experience of some people in our text today. 

 

Luke 15:1-11 

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. And the Pharisees and 

the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” So, 

he told them this parable: “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, 

does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds 

it? When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes home, 

he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found 

my sheep that was lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner 

who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. “Or what 

woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the 
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house, and search carefully until she finds it? When she has found it, she calls together her 

friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ Just 

so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 

 

Tax Collectors and Sinners 

Tax collectors – people who were ostracized for their collaboration with the Roman government 

Sinners – people who behaved in immoral ways or in ways that contradicted religious 

observances; not always clear, but we do know that they were socially disapproved of. 

 

This was the reality even though there is the understanding of “universal sin” - the religious leaders 

distinguished some people as those to be avoided in order to maintain your own high levels of religious 

observance.  Therefore, it would be inappropriate for a righteous person to relate or connect with 

sinners.   

 

It would seem that this behavior by the Pharisees then reinforced the perception that some people 

“belonged” in God’s circle and some people did not.  And when you are outside the circle, it always 

seems impossible to get into the circle on your own.  Unless someone opens the circle up for you. 

 

Which is exactly what Jesus is doing. 

 

Jesus shows his mission to help re-connect people to God and he explains it to those Pharisees in 

terms they would understand – with the illustration of the lost sheep and the lost coin.  Jesus is saying 

incontrovertibly that there are people who have been lost in the system – the circle has been closed off 

to them – and he’s seeking to restore them. 

 

And to reconnect people with God includes reconnecting people to the community. 

 And so, he welcomed them 

And in other instances, he sat at the table with them. And that was radical behavior……that is, Jesus’ 

behavior had far-reaching effects that sought to permanently change the broken and separated nature 

between God and humanity. 

 

I’ve witnessed many examples of this congregation fulfilling this portion of our mission statement.  As 

we continue to “connect to others” let us remember a few things: 

 

1) If any of us are naturally shy or introverted, feelings of disconnect may be enhanced; stand and 

watch others be friendly during the time when we welcome one another…... and feel left out.  

It is important for everyone to remember that there is nothing wrong with them and find ways 

to open the circle for everyone.   

 

2) Some of us may be seen by others as having “special knowledge” leaving the feeling for others 

that they don’t measure up.  I know a lot of people who say things like, “I don’t know the Bible 

like others do so I won’t feel comfortable coming to Bible study.”  It becomes a “chicken and 

egg” situation.  Find a way to open the circle.  Take a step into the circle. 
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3) Some of us may have hurtful or destructive past experiences leaving the feeling of disconnect 

and a sense of not belonging pronounced.  We operate with the understanding that a) everyone 

in one way or another has been the lost sheep who needed to be found and b) the most 

powerful and important words we are given is to say: God loves you.  Our sins are forgiven.  

And God wants to make all things new. 

 

4) Use the gift of invitation.  We have a lot of wonderful communication in print and on the web 

and in our announcements, but even more powerful to connect with others is through personal 

invitation. 

 

And so, I ask you: are you/will you be connected to others? 

For Jesus has come to connect to us all. 

 

 

 


