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Ever pretend not to see someone? 

 

Maybe they are acting peculiar; have said something confusing. 

Maybe they are of a different ethnicity or speak a different language 

Maybe they are begging at the stoplight. 

 Avoid eye contact. 

 

Maybe we don’t know how to relate – they have a mental illness, are in grief, have lost a job, are a 

different age – and we just don’t know what to say or how to help or think we cannot connect with 

them. 

Maybe we are torn about the best way to serve…. 

Maybe we are simply caught up in our own world with its own issues, distractions, passions, etc. and 

we just don’t have the time or energy. 

 

That’s a lot of maybes to deal with – but oh so necessary, especially as we think about the third part of 

our mission statement: Sent to Serve.   

 

Our Gospel lesson for today deals with these maybes. 

 

Luke 16:19-31 
19 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. 20 At 

his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores 21 and longing to eat what fell from the 

rich man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. 
22 “The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. The rich man 

also died and was buried. 23 In Hades, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far 

away, with Lazarus by his side. 24 So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send 

Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’ 
25 “But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while 

Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. 26 And besides all 

this, between us and you a great chasm has been set in place, so that those who want to go from here 

to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.’ 
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27 “He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my family, 28 for I have five brothers. Let 

him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’ 
29 “Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’  30 “‘No, father 

Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’ 
31 “He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if 

someone rises from the dead.’” 

 

So, it doesn’t say directly that the rich man pretended not to see Lazarus. 

 

But I can’t think of any other thing that is going on when there are three realities: 

• He’s rich – pronounced by the purple and fine linen and a luxurious lifestyle 

• Lazarus sits at his gate 

• Lazarus wished to eat the crumbs that fell from the table.    

– I’m guessing it was an unfulfilled longing? 

 

And if that’s the case then the rich man must have pretended not to see Lazarus.  It would have been 

pretending...because as it ends up, he did know Lazarus’ name. 

 

What do you suppose was his reason for not seeing Lazarus?   

 Didn’t care? 

 Someone else’s responsibility to help? 

 

He only saw Lazarus when he himself wanted something. 

After he died and was in torment. 

He still was only thinking of himself and seeing Lazarus as someone who could serve his needs 

– when he could never seem to serve Lazarus’ needs in this life. 

 

The rich man did not seem to have a heart to care and serve  

Which is exactly the point that Jesus is making to the people he is talking to…. 

Jesus tells this parable to some members of the religious elite of his day 

They had been ridiculing Jesus for his teachings – particularly that you cannot have two 

masters: you cannot serve both God and wealth. 

 

Vs. 14-15:  14 The Pharisees, who loved money, heard all this and were sneering at Jesus. 15 He said to 

them, “You are the ones who justify yourselves in the eyes of others, but God knows your hearts. What 

people value highly is detestable in God’s sight. 

 

So maybe one of the reasons we pretend not to see others in need is because we are trying to serve 

two masters 

 

What other reason could there be considering: 

• Global agriculture produces enough food to feed the world’s population, yet 1 in 3 people 

worldwide is affected by malnutrition or chronic food insecurity. 
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• Lack of water and poor sanitation is the leading cause of death worldwide. More than 40% of 

the global population is affected by water scarcity, and 26% lacks access to even basic 

sanitation services.  

 

And let me take just a moment to share that these issues are what the Crop Walk today has sought to 

address for the last 50 years.  So, if you haven’t sponsored someone yet, it’s not too late.   

 

To set it all right is going to require a change of heart 

 

 
 

The spiritual heart that controls our actions and our actions determine our habits, which in turn 

determine our character. When God measures the ''worth'' of someone’s life, He puts the measuring 

tape around his heart, not around his head. 

 

The Pharisees illustrated by the rich man in the parable needed to have a change of heart…. 

 

Metanoia – the journey of changing one’s heart, mind, self, or way of life 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Honestly, this is the way we go about fulfilling our mission is through hearts that are turned to God and 

God’s purposes….  

• If we go with unchanged hearts, we aren’t serving, we are showing off – trying to prove our 

own righteousness. 

• If we go with unchanged hearts, we might go with judgmental attitudes. 

• If we go with unchanged hearts, we might even do harm to already hurting people. 

 

Brandon Heath put out a song about 10 years ago that addresses his own realization that he wasn’t 

seeing others.  He asked himself in the opening lyrics:  

All those people going somewhere, why have I never cared 

  

Heart 
– as used in the Bible 

The foundation of a person’s thoughts, passions, desires, 
appetites, affections, purposes, endeavors, and thus, 

character. 

metanoia 

[meh-ta-noy-ah] Greek 

The journey of changing one’s mind, heart,  

self, or way of life. 
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So, I’d like to close by inviting us to pray together the refrain: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Give me your eyes for just one second 

Give me your eyes so I can see, 

Everything that I keep missing, 

Give me your love for humanity. 

Give me your arms for the broken-hearted 

The ones that are far beyond my reach. 

Give me Your heart for the ones forgotten. 

Give me Your eyes so I can see. 

Amen. 

- from “Give Me Your Eyes” by Brandon Heath 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


