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Cornerstone church had a tradition that we followed during the years we were there...worship service 

began with: 

“Good morning saints!”  And everyone responded: “Good morning!”  And then the worship leader 

would say: “Good morning sinners!” And again, everyone responded: “Good morning!” 

It was a way to set themselves up to remember who they were as they began worship.  In that same 

spirit, I greet you today with: “Good morning disciples!” 

 

I have claimed to be a disciple for a long time now.  But no matter how many years I have under my 

belt, I find myself still having to learn and grow in that identity.   

 

It’s important to remember what a disciple is.  A disciple is a learner/a student of a particular discipline 

or set of practices.  When rabbis in Jesus’ day would say to a youth, “follow me”, it was an invitation to 

come and learn from that rabbi – to follow that rabbi.  But even more than simply learn, it meant to 

learn with the purpose to become like the rabbi.   

 

And so when I said, “good morning disciples”, I mean good morning to you who are learning from the 

rabbi….good morning to you as you learn and become like the rabbi.   

That’s a tall order isn’t it?  To not only learn from Jesus, but seek to become like Jesus.  I’ve learned a 

lot over the years, and I have a lot more learning and imitating to go.   

 

Wouldn’t it be nice to fast-track that process?  For there to be a way to more quickly become like 

Jesus? 

 

Jesus, can you get us there faster? 

 

Seems like those early disciples listened to one of Jesus’ instructions and their response was something 

like this:  can you just make this happen for us? 
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Let’s listen for the word of God in…. 

 

Luke 17:5-10: 

 
5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 
6 He replied, “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be 

uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you. 
7 “Suppose one of you has a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Will he say to the servant 

when he comes in from the field, ‘Come along now and sit down to eat’? 8 Won’t he rather say, 

‘Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while I eat and drink; after that you may eat 

and drink’? 9 Will he thank the servant because he did what he was told to do? 10 So you also, when 

you have done everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only 

done our duty.”’ 

 

I remember several years ago the journey of a young man who had found himself in some trouble.  He 

spent several months in jail during which time he went to Bible study and began a journey of faith.  He 

started going to church when he got out and even helped out in the AV booth during worship.  And 

one day he told me he was done with church.  He wasn’t coming back.  I asked why and he said that 

God hadn’t given him anything he was asking for.  He wanted a job and a car and here three months 

out of jail he didn’t have either one.  So, if God wasn’t going to help him, he was done. 

 

The situation grieved me.  Still does.  He wanted the fast-track to wholeness instead of the years-

long/life-long process of being a disciple and learning what it means to follow Jesus and imitate him.   

 

Jesus seems to be dealing with this very thing with the disciples.  He compares their request to the 

illustration that a servant is expected to simply accomplish what is expected of them.  The servant of a 

master doesn’t expect for the master to come and wait on him.  Rather, a servant simply accomplishes 

his responsibilities.   

 

Jesus tells them that they have enough faith already to be his disciples, but they have to live it out. 

 

In other words, being a disciple is developed through the doing.  A disciple grows in faith as he/she 

puts Jesus’ teachings into practice. 

 

That means even when we don’t feel we have enough internal strength to live out the teachings – like 

those original disciples felt.   

 

The disciples’ request comes on the heels of a teaching that is not only hard to learn, but particularly 

difficult to live out: forgiveness.  I can understand the disciples’ response of: “increase our faith!”   

 

Jesus was saying to them:  

“If your brother or sister sins against you, rebuke them; and if they repent, forgive them. 4 Even if they 

sin against you seven times in a day and seven times come back to you saying ‘I repent,’ you must 

forgive them.” 
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We might find ourselves asking Jesus to increase our faith with many of his teachings: 

• Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you 

• Turn the other cheek; go the extra mile 

• Give to those who ask 

• Deny yourself and take up your cross 

 

Can you just give me more faith to do that Jesus? 

And Jesus makes it clear that there is enough faith, for even the tiniest amount of faith can accomplish 

the greatest of things – and no doubt, what he teaches us is the greatest of all things. 

 

Jesus teaches us through not only his words, but his actions.   

 

As we remember that, we find that it is indeed a good morning, disciples! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


