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The world is divided.  And people around the world are feeling that reality. 

 

76% of people globally believe their country is divided 

59% believe it is more divided today than it was 10 years ago. 

A recent survey by BBC found that people in all but two countries feel their society is divided.  

93% in Serbia believe that country is divided.  

Argentina, at 92 %  

Chile and Peru, both at 90% 

Italy at 89 percent 

84% of Americans believe the United States is divided. 

 

According to the survey:  

• The highest tensions exist between people with different political views.  

• The second top tension is between rich and poor people,  

• The third top tension is between immigrants and citizens in individual countries. 

 

People were divided in Jesus’ day as well 

 There were the righteous and the unrighteous 

 The faithful to Israel and the unfaithful 

 And of course, as it seems to be in every time, the rich and the poor 

 

https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2018-04/bbc_global_survey-the_world_divided-2018.pdf
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-countries/serbia
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-countries/argentina
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-countries/chile
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-countries/peru
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-countries/italy
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-countries/united-states
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Given this reality, part of our faith journey is for us to remember that there is something that does not 

divide us:  God loves everyone. 

 

Jesus met one night with a truth-seeker named Nicodemus.  In the midst of a conversation about 

conversion and new birth and people’s freedom to choose, Jesus makes it very clear that God had 

already made a decision.  God’s choice was for everyone and everything.  This is what Jesus said: 

 

John 3:14-17 

14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted 

up,15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 

 

Everyone who believes. 

 Not everyone who is Jewish; not Gentile.  Everyone. 

 Not everyone who has followed the law perfectly.  Everyone. 

 Without condition – everyone. 

For God so loved the world. 

 Not a certain part of the world over another.  The world. 

 Not people of a certain language.  The world. 

 Without condition – the world. 

Whosoever believe shall not perish. 

 Not whosoever that thinks this way or whosoever things that way.   Whosoever. 

 Without condition – whosoever. 

 

This is the spiritual journey today because this is World Communion Sunday. 

It began in 1933 in a Presbyterian church and has grown throughout Christianity around the world.  It 

is meant to be a Sunday in which Christians everywhere reflect on the interconnected nature of all 

churches by celebrating communion on the same day – the first Sunday in October.   

 

Which means that this table we gather at today is for whoever. 

This table is Jesus’ table for the world 

 



3 
 

And if that is so... 

 Share at this table with people who don’t share our language 

 Share at this table with people who don’t share our politics 

 Share at this table with people who aren’t the same age…. 

 Gen-Xers and Millennials share this table with Baby Boomers and the Silent Generation 

 

This table brings people together 

This table could actually lead us to mutual understanding and respect. 

This table could heal our divisiveness. 

That the power of this table. 

 It’s for everyone anywhere 

 The power of this table has united people throughout the ages. 

The power of this table has reminded people who are divided that everyone is in need of God’s 

love in Jesus Christ. 

 The power of this table is about God’s saving work for the world. 

 

In fact, we could ask: Is there anywhere this table isn’t relevant? 

Buzz Aldrin didn’t think so. 

Buzz – while a part of the Apollo 11 crew that landed on the moon, was also an elder in the 

Presbyterian church and went to the moon as a person of faith….and in pondering what kind of 

spiritual symbolic action he could take there, decided to ask his pastor if he could communion there. 

And he did.  He wrote about the experience: 

 

“I poured the wine into the chalice our church had given me,” Aldrin says. “In the one-sixth gravity of 

the moon the wine curled slowly and gracefully up the side of the cup.  It was interesting to think that 

the very first liquid ever poured on the moon, and the first food eaten there, were communion 

elements.” After taking the elements, Aldrin says he “sensed especially strongly my unity with our 

church back home, and with the church everywhere.” 

 

Charles Anderson, a Methodist pastor to many in the NASA community over the years, has eloquently 

put it this way:  “How both poignant and appropriate, that the greatest technological achievement in 

human history carried within it the sacramental reminder of the greatest act of salvific love in all 

history–namely, the redeeming grace of Jesus Christ that binds the past to the present, and the 

heavens to the earth. The greatest distance that humans have ever traveled from our celestial home 
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was still within reach of the promise and presence of the living God.”  Or as Charles goes on to add, 

“we can never ever journey to a place so far where God is not.” 

 

And if that’s the case. 

If that’s what this table is really all about – a place to remember God’s love for the whole world and 

what it took for God to show that love, 

 

Well, then we are called to join God’s efforts and come to this table – where we set aside our 

differences and divisions and experience unity in our need for Jesus’ salvation. 

 

 

 

 

 


