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Colossians 1:13-20 
13 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the 

Son he loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all 

things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 

powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He is 

before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the 

church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he 

might have the supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and 

through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by 

making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 

 

 

I remember the first time I heard the moving proclamation sermon of Rev. S.M. Lockridge.  Tears 

streamed down my face.  He first preached the litany of attributes and affirmations of Jesus that is 

entitled, “That’s my King!” in 1976.  My heart is still stirred when I listen to it.  Let me share some of it: 

My King is a sovereign King.  

No means of measure can define His limitless love.  

No far-seeing telescope can bring into visibility the coastline of His shoreless supply.  

No barrier can hinder Him from pouring out His blessings.  

He's enduringly strong.  

He's entirely sincere. 

He's eternally steadfast.  

He's immortally graceful.  

He's imperially powerful.  

He's impartially merciful.  

Do you know Him?  

He's the greatest phenomenon that ever crossed the horizon of this world.  

He's God's Son.  

He's a sinner's Savior….  

He's the centerpiece of civilization….  
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He's unparalleled.  

He's unprecedented.  

He's the loftiest idea in literature.  

He's the highest personality in philosophy…. 

He's the superlative of everything good that you choose to call Him.  

He's the only one qualified to be an all-sufficient Savior 

I wonder if you know Him today? 

 

It’s a great question because today we celebrate Christ the King Sunday. 

I wonder if you know him…Jesus – the only one qualified to be an all-sufficient Savior 

 

And with all due respect and honor to Rev. Lockridge, I borrowed that line for the sermon title today – 

the only one qualified to be an all-sufficient Savior 

 

Today, Christ the King Sunday is a wonderful time to ponder what does make him an all-sufficient 

Savior?  Our texts today point to it.  Let’s listen to one more lesson, this one from the Gospel according 

to Luke. 

 

Luke 23:33-43 
33 When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along with the 

criminals—one on his right, the other on his left. 34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they 

do not know what they are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 
35 The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He saved others; 

let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.”  36 The soldiers also came up and 

mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar 37 and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save 

yourself.”  38 There was a written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.  
39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save 

yourself and us!”  40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since 

you are under the same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds 

deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.”  42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when 

you come into your kingdom.”  43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with 

me in paradise.” 

 

Such an interesting choice of texts for Christ the King Sunday when we celebrate the eternal kingdom 

of Jesus...the story of his crucifixion. 

 

But the thing is - this is exactly the point at which Jesus has his first eternal victory – the victory over 

evil. 

 

You see, evil – human brokenness, pride, judgement, betrayal – evil has at this point done its worst to 

Jesus. 

 He’s been betrayed 

 He’s been abandoned 

He’s been denied – all by his own followers and friends 
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 He’s been put on trial – an illegal trial - with trumped up charges. 

 He’s been handed over – all by those who are supposed to represent God. 

 He’s been tried again 

 He’s been rejected 

 He’s been beaten 

 He’s been humiliated and mocked 

 He’s been crucified.  – by the human system of government 

 

Evil in the human family has done it all to him. 

but in all that evil has done to him, it has not overcome him. 

 Evil has not won. 

 Evil has not reproduced itself inside Jesus’ heart. 

 

Even on the cross, Jesus has every power and authority to call down the powers of heaven and 

vindicate himself and retaliate...but he doesn’t; he doesn’t even pray for them to be cursed. 

Instead, Jesus prays for those who have done this to him, “Father, forgive them for they know not 

what they do.” 

 

Evil doesn’t get the best of him; it can’t get inside him. 

Evil doesn’t change his nature. 

No matter how much it looks like on the surface, evil does not win here 

 

This is Jesus’ first victory - it’s on the cross. And Jesus’ victory over evil is our rescue plan. 

Colossians puts it like this: ...he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the 

kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

 

This is what makes him an all-sufficient savior! 

But wait, there’s more! 

It is also written in Colossians: 

he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead,  

The next victory Jesus has is over the grave. 

Rev. Lockridge puts it this way: 

Death couldn't handle Him, And the grave couldn't hold Him. 

 

He’s the only one qualified to be an all-sufficient savior for God saw fit to raise him into a new life – 

into resurrection – into the new creation.  Which means that everything that Jesus said; everything 

that Jesus did was vindicated by God the Father as he was raised from the dead! 

Yes, that’s our King! 

 

And best of all – 

Jesus story isn’t just about what happened in the past  

 It’s about what is yet to happen 
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His final victory over everything 

 When his kingdom is fully established 

 When the grave is no more...the vision in Revelation goes like this:   

he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

death will be no more; 

mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 

for the first things have passed away.” 
5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.  It is done! 

I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.” 

That’s our King! - more than an all-sufficient Savior. 

 

I wonder, do you know him today? 

 

 


