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I have a pretty small family. 

My father was an only child, and my mother’s only brother died when he was a young teenager. 
And having only one sister, we grew up with no aunts and uncles; no cousins. 

 
So, when it came time to clear out my grandmother’s (mom’s mom) house, it was just mom, 
Jenny and I.   

 
And man did we find things. 

Boxes upon boxes of depression ware. 
Collections 
Magazines 

Aged homemade wine! 
So much stuff. 
We’d go through each room together …. 

With each box we had to figure out if one of us wanted something and if not, what we were going to 
do with it. 

 
We’d ask, “who wants……?” 
 It became exhausting. 

 It’s a process of constantly moving stuff… 
I remember getting to the bathroom – and I opened a drawer and asked, “who wants grandma’s 

teeth?” 
 And we all fell out laughing. 
 

We went through all of that without any arguments over who gets what.   
 
But I know that’s not always the case. 

Jesus encountered someone who was having an issue with a sibling about this very thing.  Let’s listen: 
 

Luke 12:13-21 
13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” 
14 Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?” 15 Then he said to 
them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of 
possessions.” 
16 And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant harvest. 17 He 
thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’ 
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18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will 
store my surplus grain. 19 And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take 
life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’ 
20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will 
get what you have prepared for yourself?’ 
21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward God.” 
 
Something had happened with the man who sought Jesus out.  Evidently, his parents had passed and 
his brother was not splitting the inheritance in the prescribed way.  Typically, the way inheritances 

were split (between sons) was that the eldest son received twice as much as the other sons.   
 So, if there were two sons, the eldest would get 66% and the younger would get 33%. 

 If there were 4 sons, the eldest would get 40% and the other three would get 20%. 
 “one for you, two for me” 
It seems that this man’s brother had not given him the right amount. 

 
And Jesus’ response is rather unexpected when faced with an injustice: 
Jesus doesn’t ask clarifying questions to get to the bottom of the situation.   

And he doesn’t even get drawn into the family drama. 
 

Instead he’s concerned about the man’s himself.  

• Jesus doesn’t show concern for justice - things being set right for this man. 
• Jesus shows concern for things being right in this man 

 

And he tells the parable indicating that wealth is a force upon us; wealth isn’t always something we 
possess...wealth is something that possesses us. 
 

Wealth affects our attitudes and actions: 

• We become anxious about wealth 
• It drives our actions 
• Several studies have shown that wealth and its hold over us may be at odds with developing 

empathy and compassion within ourselves. 
 
Wealth affects our relationships 

• Obviously, the man who called out to Jesus had problems in his relationship with his brother;  
as well – wealth affected the man’s his brother who obviously valued the inheritance more than 
he valued his own brother 

• It affects our relationship with God – our practices with regard to “things” proclaims our 
understanding of God and God’s plans 

 
Wealth affects the world around us 

• When some have more than enough while others go without enough – we have to ask if this is 
the world God had in mind? 

• Promulgates the anxiety: “Then whose will it be?” 
 
But what if we were free of wealth’s power over us? 
What could be different? 

• We could be freed from the peril of possessions and able to reorder our lives so as to care for 
others? 

• Our abundance could no longer be a source of our anxiety, but rather it could relieve someone 
else’s anxiety 

• It makes possible all that took place in this last year: 



3 
 

o People were fed; children’s lives touched; houses built;  

 
This is exactly what our Faith Promise program is based upon: It not only nurtures our spirit…. 
 

But it changes the world: 
 The definition of promise:   

1) A statement one makes to do or not do something 
2) A cause or grounds for hope 

 
Hope for healing 
Hope for needs being met 

Hope for transformed lives 
 
In the parable, the rich fool had the opportunity to instill hope, but he didn’t see his unexpected wealth 

as an opportunity for others, only for himself. 
 
Odds are that this year each of us will experience some sort of unexpected wealth: perhaps a gift, a 

refund, an inheritance…How will we see it? 
 

Perhaps we can see it as an extension of God’s promise-making ministry to us: 
 God promises forgiveness 
 God promises new life 

 God promises fullness of life 
 God promises eternal life 

And our hearts are filled with hope. 
 
On the front of your bulletin, there is a prayer that you are invited to use this week as we prepare to 

make Faith Promise pledges next week: 
Lord, how much would you give through me that you would not normally give to me for the 
sake of healing the world in Jesus’ name? 

 
Lord, give us eyes to see: 

For we confess that property and possession have power over us.  We sometimes cannot think straight 
when we are anxious about these things.  We can become possessed by our possessions.  Free us for 
your purposes; free us for your glory.  Free us to see the opportunities that lie before us as we share 

the resources we have.  Free us to ask the question:  
What do you want to accomplish through the gifts you give me? 

Amen. 
 


