
1 
 

  

 

 

“Names for The Messiah:  
Mighty God” 

Rev. Lisa Kruse-Safford 
Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 
December 15, 2019 

9:15 AM Service    

 

 

 

 

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 
2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of deep darkness 

    a light has dawned. 
6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 

    and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 

    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace 

    there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 

    from that time on and forever. 

The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 

 

As we continue our Advent season and hear about the titles for the Messiah in Isaiah, this 

week we focus on Everlasting Father. 

These titles are descriptions that declared and described the promised king. 

 

As Americans, who don’t have a monarchy, we are a little removed from understanding what it 

means to have a king or queen.  Our impressions/understanding may be only what comes 

from the tabloids about the British royal family that depict privilege and entitled lifestyles.  

Perhaps not only entitled lifestyles, but also:  
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• Entitled to position and place 

• Entitled to being served and having needs met 

• Entitled to being respected and being shown honor 

• Entitled to enact and have authority 

 

For the ancient people, the job description for a king wasn’t primarily about being an entitled 

figurehead. 

The king was to fulfill the same kinds of tasks for the people of the nation that a father for a 

family would fulfill: 

• Care  

• Compassion 

• Protection 

As such, the king was considered the “father” of the nation. 

This understanding of the king became a way of also thinking about God – as a father to all; 

an everlasting father. (please note that as we speak of God using the imagery of father does 

not mean that the identity or responsibilities of women and mothers are inferior, we are simply 

using the language adopted from a very patriarchal culture long ago.) 

 

And this declaration of God as Fatherly King was held onto tightly - especially when the actual 

king was neglecting those tasks. God does faithfully care, compassion/mercy, and protection. 

 

People experienced God as their caregiver. 

Sustaining the family, making sure needs were met, particularly the weakest members who 

lacked resources to care for their own needs (children, infants, the elderly or ill) – this is the 

responsibility of a father. 

For a nation, this would specifically mean caring for the widows, the orphans and the 

immigrants - those people who did not have an immediate family structure who could make 

sure their needs were met – This has been God’s heart – especially when the kings weren’t 

being caring: 

  

Psalm 68: 5-6 
5 A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, 

    is God in his holy dwelling. 
6 God sets the lonely in families, 

    he leads out the prisoners with singing; 

    but the rebellious live in a sun-scorched land. 
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People experienced God’s compassion   

Certainly, every parent understands the emotions that arise when children are disobedient, 

wayward, misbehaving. 

Typically, our emotional response is frustration, even anger. 

Kings as well – were supposed to release people from ongoing punishment for their misdeeds.  

While the kings didn’t always do this: God does. 

There are many reasons for God to be angry with humanity. 

But, again and again, Scripture declares that God always moves beyond anger to compassion 

or mercy. 

 

Psalm 103: 8-10 
5 The LORD is merciful and gracious, 

    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
9 He will not always accuse,  

    nor will he keep his anger forever. 
10 He does not deal with us according to our sins, 

    nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

 

People experienced God’s protection 

Kings were meant to provide protection from enemies; from foreign governments and thieves 

who might overcome and pillage the people.  They were supposed to act like shepherds do for 

sheep – keeping them protected.  But in so many cases, those kings did not.  In Ezekiel 34, 

the prophet cries out that since the earthly fathers didn’t do this, God himself would do this. 

  

Ezekiel 34 
11 For thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out.  
14 I will feed them with good pasture 
15 I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, 
16 I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I 

will strengthen the weak,  

 

This is just a few examples of God being the faithful father to the people. 

 

But can we truly claim that Jesus – the Son of God - is the Everlasting Father? 

Jesus addressed this himself when describing that the Father and the Son’s identities and 

purposes are tied up together – you can’t experience one without experiencing the other.  He 

shares this during his Last Supper – this comes right after he says the now famous words: I 

am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me” 
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John 14: 7-11 
7 If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and 

have seen him.” 
8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”  9 Jesus 

answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? 

Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 

Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I 

say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is 

doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at 

least believe on the evidence of the works themselves.  

 

And the evidence of his works indeed shows us the Father: 

• Jesus cared for the people he encountered in his ministry – particularly the weakest of 

all. 

 He fed the hungry 

• He ate with sinners and outcasts 

• He healed the sick and diseased 

• Jesus has compassion for the people 

 Not remaining angry – not at Peter after Peter denied  

 knowing him 

 Not at the people who crucified him…. 

• Jesus protects us - from the ultimate enemy of all: death. 

 By his stripes we are healed 

 By his life we are given life 

 By his resurrection we are granted a victory over the grave. 

 

He is the Everlasting Father among us. 

 

Let us rejoice! 

 


