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Isaiah 9:2, 6-7  

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of deep darkness 

    a light has dawned. 

6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 

    and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 

    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

7 Of the greatness of his government and peace 

    there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 

    from that time on and forever. 

The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 

 

I think it would be safe to say that the people who journeyed with Jesus from the beginning didn’t 

really understand who he fully was.  It took some time. 
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Sure, they were waiting for a Messiah  

 A man who would come and rescue them. 

A man who would bring necessary change. 

 Who would usher in a time of peace. 

 And release the people from being oppressed. 

 

But it wasn’t until after some specific experiences and spending time interpreting those experiences 

that people began to formulate the understanding of who Jesus really is.   

 

Paul wrote it best: 

 

Colossians 1:15-19 

15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all things were 

created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 

authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He is before all things, and in him 

all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the 

firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 19 For God was 

pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 

 

Yes, it took time for people to begin to understand that who they were really experiencing in Jesus was 

in actuality their Mighty God. 

I’m going to reference some stories that I invite you to read through later today….so I invite 

you to write these down: 

 Mark 2:1-12 

 Mark 4:35-41 

 Mark 5:1-20 

 

People didn’t recognize him for who he really was and so his ministry was greeted with skepticism 

 Story of man on the mat - Mark 2:1-12 

Jesus shows that he has authority for forgiveness 

Jesus said, “son your sins are forgiven” 
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Some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, “why does this fellow talk like 

that?  Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 

Jesus is Mighty God, so we can be free of our own paralysis from fear of judgment 

 

People didn’t recognize him for who he really was and so anxieties and worries still gripped people who 

were in his presence 

 Story of Jesus calming the storm – Mark 4:35-41 

Jesus shows that he has authority over the elements of chaos…that the very power of God that was 

present in the beginning was in him…. 

And the disciples’ response was, “Who is this?” 

Jesus is Mighty God so we can rest easy even in times of anxiety. 

 

And it’s interesting that the very next story in Mark’s Gospel answers that question: it was the powers 

of darkness who understood Jesus for who he fully was 

 Story of Jesus casting out demons – Mark 5:1-20 

Jesus shows that he has authority over the powers of darkness. 

Jesus is Mighty God so we have no reason to fear the darkness 

 

So, a recap: 

• He is the only one fully capable of forgiving and putting us in a right relationship with God 

• He is the only one capable of bringing peace 

• He is the only one capable of casting out the darkness 

 

It took the people who walked with him time to fully understand who Jesus is. 

And even thought we have the benefit of the Gospels - I believe that it is also a journey for us: 

 

My guess is that there are people here haunted by past sins – paralyzed by them - instead of believing 

that they have been forgiven and have been separated from those sins as far as the east is from the 

west. 

 

My guess is that some of us allow worries and anxieties to rock our boat instead of trusting in the One 

who quiets the storms. 
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And my understanding is that we still fear the darkness…. ”I am worried about the way the world is 

going”….and we get caught up in that instead of looking for the light to overcome the darkness. 

 

Yes, it can take time to recognize Jesus for who he is and to live into that in our daily lives...but Advent 

gives us that time. 

 

He is the Mighty God for our everyday lives! 

Let’s come before him……. 

 


