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Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of deep darkness 

    a light has dawned. 
6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 

    and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 

    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace 

    there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 

    from that time on and forever. 

The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 

 

~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Is it me, or does it seem that the closer we get to the actual Christmas holiday, the less peaceful it is? 

 More people on the roads, stress driving… 

 Getting things checked off the list, only to add more 

 Perhaps financial worries are heightened… 

It all might create some dissonance for us then as we listen to the proclamations of Christmas: 

• Zechariah declared that God through John would “guide our feet into the path of peace” 

• Angels sang the night Jesus was born: “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth, 

peace.” 

• Simeon, when Jesus was presented in the temple declared, “Sovereign Lord, as you have 

promised, 
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    you may now dismiss your servant in peace. 
30 For my eyes have seen your salvation” 

• Isaiah’s fourth proclamation about the Messiah that we get to this week:  He will be called 

Prince of Peace 

 

Peace many times means that a conquering king (prince) enforces a peace over the enemy...takes 

their weapons and turns them into plowshares.  Peace is simply an absence of war. 

 

I asked some people at Starbucks: what is your understanding of what a peaceful night looks like.  

They answered in the same vein.  Peace was the absence of busyness…For holiday and life-stressed 

people it is the absence of the anxieties of this life; everything’s done; there’s not the threat of anxiety 

 

But the absence of war or stress is a short-sighted understanding of peace; as it is understood in the 

Bible 

 

Peace in the Bible may be better understood as “shalom”.  Shalom is not just the absence of but is the 

fullness of life in the way it is meant to be. Shalom is the restoration of the healthy order of the 

creation.   

So, when he declared peace to people in the midst of his ministry – that is what he is talking about. 

When he healed a woman – he said, your faith has saved you/your faith has made you well.  Go in 

peace. 

 Not just go in the absence of your illness or sin 

 But go in the fullness of being restored. 

 

It was such a crucial aspect to Jesus’ ministry that he actually wept when people did not understand 

this. 

 

Luke 19:41-44 
41 As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it 42 and said, “If you, even you, had 

only known on this day what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes. 43 The days 

will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and 

hem you in on every side. 44 They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your 

walls. They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God’s 

coming to you.” 

 

In the NRSV it says it like this: …If you, even you, had only recognized on this day the things that 

make for peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes.  

 

If you had only recognized on this day the things that make for shalom 

If you had only recognized the things that restore the healthy order of creation. 

 

 



3 
 

He cried out…. 

If only they had recognized those things. 

Do we recognize those things? 

 Perhaps we should review what they are: 

 

Shalom comes through generosity 

 The original order of creation was one of abundance 

But in the fallen state of creation, there is fear and worry of scarcity.  Fear gives rise to 

selfishness and others go without.  But generosity reverses that and restores shalom for all 

...for the giver and receiver.  

  

Shalom pays attention to the vulnerable 

Whether it is economic or social or emotional vulnerability …when people are vulnerable to 

being hurt, being taken advantage of or oppressed, shalom – that original order of creation - 

cannot exist 

 

Shalom is made through forgiveness 

 Forgiveness is the bridge to a future…. 

 Without forgiveness, the past sins are constantly held  

 up before us and the past keeps rolling out into the  

 future. 

 Paul wrote it like this: love keeps no record of wrongs. 

  

Shalom requires humility; thinking of others before self 

 There is a story about a person who was given the opportunity to see heaven and hell… 

 Hell – a feast but everyone was starving because… 

 Heaven – a feast but everyone was satisfied because… 

Jesus came as the Prince of Peace 

 The prince of shalom 

 And he taught us through his actions these things that make for peace 

 

He was generous…… 

Everywhere he went, he listened to, spent time with and healed people 

He paid attention to the vulnerable…… 

 There’s a story about a woman whose son had died…it  

 would have left her vulnerable in that society.  Jesus  

 had compassion and raised her son to life 

Jesus is the epitome of forgiveness 

 “your sins are forgiven” he told the man on the mat  

He forgave the woman caught in adultery 

He forgave Peter’s denial 

 He forgave the people who crucified him 
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 His name even points to forgiveness and salvation…. 

  “She will bear a son, and you are to name  

  him Jesus, for he will save his people from  

  their sins.” 

Jesus shows us what humility looks like 

 He washed his disciples’ feet and then he instructed  

 them: “If I your teacher have washed your feet, you  

 also, ought to wash one another’s feet” 

 

These things mark Jesus’ presence in the world 

And his presence is more than the absence of war or an empty “to-do” list. 

 Jesus is the Prince of Shalom 

  The Prince of Shalom 

He restores us and teaches us how to live as if heaven is right here on earth. 

 

 

 


