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Through the 4 Sundays of Advent, we are going to focus on the titles for the Messiah that Isaiah 

names.   

 

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 
2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of deep darkness 

    a light has dawned. 
6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 

    and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end.  He will reign on David’s throne 

and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on 

and forever. 

The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 

 

Geoffrey said to me a couple weeks ago: well the people of Barrow, Alaska have seen the last of the 

sun for the next 67 days.  .… 

They are literally people who are walking in darkness.  Can you imagine what the words “on those 

living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned” must mean for people who live in literal 

darkness for over two months every year? 

 

Maybe they get used to it.  They must. 

That’s the way it is with darkness…. 

It’s a bit of a shock to the system right now when its dark by 5:00 pm.  But during the next month, we 

typically adjust and it then is a pleasant surprise after the winter solstice, when it starts staying lighter 

later.   
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But even more insidious is when we get used to living in metaphorical or symbolic darkness. The 

darkness that is meant in the Bible:  

• Broken systems,  

• Rulers who take advantage of the people and oppress the poor,  

• The people who suffer the ravages of war, politics that lead to suffering,  

• The kind of dark realities that the people of Zebulun and Naphtali knew when the Assyrian 

army came to conquer. They were areas in the northern regions of Israel.  Next to the Sea 

of Galilee. They lived their daily lives walking in darkness, hoping that a new king – a 

Wonderful Counselor - would renew the kingdom and bring change for them. 

 

It’s obvious that Jesus understood this about his ancestors. 

 

Matthew 4:12-17 
12 When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he withdrew to Galilee.  
13 Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun 

and Naphtali—  
14 to fulfill what was said through the prophet Isaiah:   
15 “Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the 

Gentiles—  
16 the people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of 

death a light has dawned.”  
17 From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 

 

Jesus makes a strategic move as he begins his ministry…..he moves to Capernaum….the area of the 

ancient regions of Zebulan and Naphtali…..and proclaims that a new kingdom –  the kingdom of 

heaven - was here and things needed to change in order to welcome that new kingdom. 

  

The days had gotten dark. 

The Romans had taken over Israel. 

The Roman puppet, King Herod, killed John the Baptist. 

Jesus knew it was time for light to dawn. 

It was time for a Wonderful Counselor. 

 

Wonderful Counselor literally means a ruler who makes wise decisions for the sake of the people. 

 

Herod was not a Wonderful Counselor…… 

Caesar wasn’t a Wonderful Counselor….. 

Pilate wasn’t either. 
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Their kingdoms were full of darkness. 

 Where people lived in fear 

 Where people lived for and served the elite 

 Where the needs of the people were not considered 

 

But Jesus came…. 

 He approached things differently 

 He taught something different 

  

He comes as a Wonderful Counselor……. 

As he brings the policies of heaven to earth… 

As he cares for the poor and suffering… 

As he comes not to be served but to serve… 

 

In the midst of those dark times, he comes to bring light – to bring hope. 

 

And Jesus still comes and bring light into the dark times of the world. 

• As we live in a highly divided society in which people are exhibiting hatred for neighbors who 

have opposite political views – the Wonderful Counselor teaches us: to love our enemies; to sit 

at the table together 

• As we live in times of great wealth disparity – the Wonderful Counselor comes and brings a 

new order: to let go of a worldly sense of security in order to gain a heavenly sense of security 

by giving to others. 

• As the false hope of perfection and happiness tempts our families at every turn…..- the 

Wonderful Counselor gives us hope in a different perfection:  sins are forgiven, second chances 

abound, we are not judged. 

 

Friends, I don’t want to get used to walking in darkness. But at times I’m afraid we are: 

 “things have always been this way” 

 “that’s the way of humanity and sin” 

 When we shrug and move on rather quickly after hearing about the next human atrocity. 

 

No, I don’t want to get used to walking in darkness, after all: 

• We are people who have heard the life-changing Good News in Jesus. 

• We are people who can offer the world something different. 

• We are people of light and hope, that wherever human arrogance, pride and disobedience 

brings devastation….the Wonderful Counselor brings hope and a way for an otherwise 

impossible future.  

 

 

 

 


