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There’s a big gap in Jesus’ life that we do not really know about.  Luke and Matthew write about the 

circumstances surrounding his birth; Luke has one childhood story about Jesus – that he stayed behind in 

Jerusalem when he was 12 causing his family and the whole caravan angst.  But other than that, we don’t 

really know much from Scripture itself…. sure, there have been other “found” texts but nothing that has been 

considered to be authentic by the church. 

 

With John the Baptist we know even less about his life.  We basically know he was born and the extraordinary 

circumstances surrounding his birth as well: that his mother was elderly and his father was mute during the 

pregnancy because of his disbelief in the angel’s announcement. 

 

Other than those things we don’t really know much about these cousins’ earlier years.  

Maybe they saw each other occasionally: 

They lived approximately 80-90 miles from each other, so weekend visits were probably out of the 

question.  Perhaps when his family took the yearly trip to Jerusalem at the time of Passover, they saw 

each other then. 

If they did know each other – to what extent? 

 There is some evidence Matthew’s gospel that John knew something more about Jesus  

 because he said that Jesus needed to baptize him not the other way around. 

Whatever the case, there did come a time when John had an ah-ha moment, indicating that he had something 

to learn as well about Jesus.  Let’s listen: 

 

John 1:29-34 
29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin 

of the world! 30 This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after me has surpassed me because 

he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was that he 

might be revealed to Israel.” 
32 Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on 

him. 33 And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The man on 

whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I have 

seen and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.” 
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Did you catch that?  Twice John says, “I myself did not know him, but….” 

Perhaps what John means is that he knew Jesus 

 Through family relations 

 Through his mother and father’s stories 

…but he didn’t really know everything about who Jesus is – until he baptized him. 

  

To distinguish the difference between the way that we “know” things, the French use two different words: 

 Savoir 

 Connaitre’ 

  

• Savoir means to know the basics about something.  “yes, I know that restaurant you’re talking about” 

• Connaitre’ means to be familiar with something, ‘yes, I have eaten at that restaurant you’re talking 

about” 

 The difference comes through experience. 

 

Perhaps John savoir Jesus until he connaitre’ Jesus’ full identity at the time of his baptism.  

And how he gets from savoir to connaitre (how he has an epiphany) is through an experience. 

 

 He experienced what took place at Jesus’ baptism 

  He witnessed the dove……. 

  

 He experienced a message from God 

‘The one on whom you see the spirit of God come and remain is the one who will baptize with 

the Holy Spirit’ 

 

And it’s pretty profound what he came to know (connaitre’) about Jesus 

He experienced deep insight into Jesus’ mission: 

To take away the sin of the world 

 

He came to this deep understanding by doing what God wanted him to be doing…. 

 He kept following his call 

 It was through that he had the experience of Jesus 

  I’m reminded of Anna and Simeon 

 

I believe the same is true for us. 

 We come to know Jesus as we engage in the life God calls us to live... 

 We have to make sure we don’t do that backward:    

• Not: Give me knowledge about Jesus and then I’ll follow 

• Rather, we follow and do and in so doing, gain knowledge; have connaitre’ 

 

This morning we are going to share in a remembrance and renewal of our baptismal covenant with God. 

 God doesn’t need to renew it…. God has never wavered from it 

 But we do…. 

 

We’re going to answer once again the covenant questions 
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And we’re going to come forward and touch the water and be prayed over…. 

 

We’re going to follow and do, like John and Simeon and Anna, and I pray it will give us each an experience of 

divine love; that as we touch the water we will remember God’s claiming and washing of us; that we will feel 

God’s embrace so that we come to a deeper knowledge of Jesus. 

  

Renewal of Baptism 

 

L: On behalf of the whole Church, I ask you:  

Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness. reject the evil powers of this world, and repent of your 

sin?  

C: I do 

L: Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever 

forms they present themselves? 

C: I do 

L: Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace, and promise to serve him as 

your Lord, in union with the Church which Christ has opened to people of all ages, nations, and races? 

C: I do 

L: According to the grace given to you, will you remain faithful members of Christ's holy Church and serve as 

Christ's representatives in the world? 

C: I will 

L: Let us join together in professing the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New 

Testaments. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

L: Do you believe in Jesus Christ?  

C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended 

to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand 

of the Father, and will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

L: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 

of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

 

Come forward to touch the water and be anointed by one of the pastors. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~  

 

One last thing - John’s experiences led him to testify so others might know Jesus. 

 This is the fruit of any epiphany 

 Not just for ourselves, but for others. 

  

 

 


