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The woman said, “Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done!  He cannot be the Messiah, 

can he?” 

 

It’s interesting that this is the part of the story that she uses to have people come and meet Jesus. 

Interesting because there’s so much she doesn’t say.   

Let’s listen to how the meeting takes place: 

 

John 4:4-15 
4 Now he had to go through Samaria. 5 So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground 

Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat 

down by the well. It was about noon.  7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to 

her, “Will you give me a drink?” 8 (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) 
9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a 

drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans])  10Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and 

who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.”  
11 “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living 

water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also 

his sons and his livestock?” 
13 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks the water I 

give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to 

eternal life.”  15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep 

coming here to draw water.” 

 

See what I mean? 

She doesn’t tell them about the radical approach he makes to her and the barrier he broke. 

• Jesus literally said to her, “give me a drink” 

• He knew the rules that Jews and Samaritans don’t share a cup 

• He knew that he would be considered unclean because of it 

• He knew the ongoing animosity and avoidance of Jews & Samaritans 

• He also knew that because she was alone he should not talk with her – would be improper. 

 

But, nevertheless, he begins a conversation 
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She also doesn’t tell them about living water and his downplay of the ancestral well. 

It must have been a source of Samaritan pride that the well that Jacob had dug was there in their territory.  A 

long-standing tradition.  A source of God’s grace.  Water as the most valuable commodity in that region, was 

provided to the people for such a long time…. 

But Jesus says there’s something even greater.  The life that bubbles up inside people in this new relationship 

with God.  Like living water…running water...fresh and new water. 

 

But when she says to the town people, “come and see”, she doesn’t tell of either of these things to pique the 

people’s interest.   

 

Nor does she mention other parts of the conversation... 

 
19 “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but 

you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”  21 “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe 

me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You 

Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the 

Jews. 23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the 

Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his worshipers 

must worship in the Spirit and in truth.” 

 

They also have a theological conversation that dealt with the long-standing division that began when the exile 

returned and rebuilt Jerusalem and the temple.  The people who lived there (the offspring of those who were 

left behind and the Assyrians) offered to help but their help was refused.  And so, they created a different 

worship center on Mt. Gerizim in Samaria.  Thus, began a long-standing dislike between the people.   

  

However, in their conversation, Jesus set that whole situation aside and declared that place didn’t matter. the 

new relationship with God would be through the Spirit, not by going to a certain place. 

 

Still, when she says “come and see”, she doesn’t mention this either. 

 

Their conversation ends with yet something more:  
25 The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will explain 

everything to us.” 
26 Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.” 

 

Jesus literally shares with her – for the first time – who he is.  But when she invites people to “come and see”, 

she doesn’t mention his declaration. 

 

She doesn’t say, “come and see” 

• a Jewish man who shared my cup 

• a man who told me about living water 

• a man who engaged me in a deep theological conversation 

• a man who declared he is the Messiah 
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No, she says, “come and see a man who told me everything I ever did.  Could this be the Messiah?” 

 

It seems that the woman uses the very aspect of her separation from the town people to draw people in 

• she uses the very place of her own brokenness 

• They knew about her and her many relationships (which indicated that there was something wrong 

with her) 

 

Yet she says to them: “Come and see a man who told me about my life” 

• she tells her heart’s story: that he really knew who she was and still accepted her 

• she shared her story of a relationship defined by grace 

 (which is a great starting place for us to share the faith) 

 

For that is the universal “ah-ha” moment of this story; a truth for all of us: that Jesus comes to where we are, 

crosses boundaries to do so, and offers us a new relationship with God that is based in grace. 

 

Which leads us into restored relationships with each other…. 

 

 


