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It seems to me that there’s really only one thing to talk about in these days: the 

coronavirus.  It has radically changed our lives in a few short days and it seems to be all 

anyone’s talking about.  The news and lifestyle changes are coming fast and it’s enough 

just to keep up. 

 

But this isn’t all that’s going on….we are still in the season of Lent and there are still 

other things we need to put our minds to. Our Lenten focus has us looking at the 

characteristics of the relationship between humanity and God.  So let’s continue our 

Lenten journey. 

 

So a little background for our story today: 

 God released the Hebrews from captivity 

 They wandered in the wilderness 

 God brought them into the promised land (which God has promised to Abram) 

 There was the time of the judges 

 But then the Israelites wanted their own king 

 So the first king of Israel was Saul 

 But Saul didn’t keep close to God….so God needed a new king over his people.  

Someone who would be a leader who lived for the reality and future that God 

had in mind. 

 

So we pick up the story: 

1 Samuel 16:1-13  (NIV) 

16 The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have 

rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending 

you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king.”  2 But Samuel said, 

“How can I go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.”  The LORD said, “Take a heifer with 

you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will 

show you what to do. You are to anoint for me the one I indicate.”  4 Samuel did what 

the LORD said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town trembled when 

they met him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?”  5 Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I 

have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with 

me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 



6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed stands 

here before the LORD.” 
7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have 

rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things people look at. People look at the 

outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”  8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and 

had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The LORD has not chosen this one 

either.” 9 Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor has the LORD chosen 

this one.” 10 Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, 

“The LORD has not chosen these.” 11 So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?” 

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.”  Samuel said, 

“Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.”  12 So he sent for him and had him 

brought in. He was glowing with health and had a fine appearance and 

handsome features.  Then the LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.”  13 So 

Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from 

that day on the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon David. Samuel then went to 

Ramah. 

 

~~~~~~ 

God makes something very clear in this story; something we need to remember as we 

consider our relationship with God: There seems to be a difference between what 

humans consider important and what God considers important. 

 God is deeply concerned with the human heart. 

 

And God teaches Samuel this lesson 

 For God sends him to Bethlehem without a name of the new king. 

 And as the sons of Jesse begin streaming by Samuel, the parade begins with the 

firstborn who must have some sort of imposing and impressive appearance because 

Samuel thinks to himself, “this must be the new king” 

 But that’s not surprising that Samuel would make this assumption because the 

king who needed to be replace, Saul, was tall and handsome and an impressive 

presence.  

 We’re gonna need someone like that…. 

But God was clear – that he wasn’t interested in what interested people….God was 

interested in the inward man.  God looks upon the heart. 

 

And that future king was found in the shepherd boy, David, the youngest son of Jesse. 

 



And I can imagine the internal wonderings of all the rest of those brothers who had 

been invited to the sacrifice that their baby brother – one who wasn’t important enough 

in their minds to make sure he was there for the worship and feast – was anointed 

before their eyes to be the future king of Israel. 

 

“What’s he got that we don’t have?” 

 He’s not the first born 

 He’s not impressive 

 He’s not even thoroughly grown up! 

 

A few months back we learned together the Hebrew word for heart is “lev” and when it 

is used in Scripture, it doesn’t mean the physical blood-pumping organ.   

 Lev is the inward being 

 Lev is the seat of our thoughts and attitudes, the place that drives our desires in 

life. 

 Lev is the fountain of what we feel is important in life. 

God was looking for a king with “lev” that mattered. 

God was looking for a king with “lev” that sought out God. 

God is still seeking that in his people today. 

And this is the deep journey of Lent 

 Is taking a long look at our own “lev” and asking some tough questions. 

 Are my attitudes and actions of God? 

 Does my life desire what God desires? 

 Am I seeking what God wants or what I want? 

 

It’s not enough to look the part…. 

 

Which is what Paul was getting at with the Ephesians.  That they needed to wake up and 

take a good look at themselves.   

 They needed to become aware of their selfish motives 

 They needed to become aware of their gossiping tongues 

 They needed to become aware of their temptation to listen to glib religious talk 

from people whose hearts were nowhere near dedicated to God 

They needed to let Christ’s light shine into even the most hidden places in their hearts. 

 

Because when we see in the light what God sees, we can change and we can become 

something new 

 



And isn’t that what the world needs? 

 It’s what God needed for the Israelites: a new king  

 It’s what the early Christian church needed: to not give way to the old human 

ways of doing religion and power and selfish living 

 

 

 

 It’s what the world needs now:  

  people with hearts geared toward God 

  people whose hearts that can proclaim: “the  

   Lord is my shepherd” 

   

In these strange days when we feel so many opportunities are off limits to us right now, 

we can find that Lent gives us an incredible opportunity: 

 to wake up  

 to let Christ’s light shine in our hearts 

 and to live for the reality and future that God has in mind. 

 

Let’s pray: 

 

 

 

 

 

 


