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Take a look at that sunrise….  

Isn’t that beautiful? That’s from Easter morning this year...just three weeks ago. Geoffrey and I made it a 

point to get up to watch the sunrise Easter morning. and it was beautiful. Quiet. Bird song. A special moment. 

 

Until I got distracted.  

At some point I stopped seeing the sunrise and I stopped pondering the wonder of the resurrection as I began 

to see the dog nose smudges.  

If you look closely, you can see the smears….  

My focus on that almost ruined my quiet Easter celebration as I thought about getting some window cleaner 

…. But then I caught myself and refocused myself on the meaning of the resurrection and letting my heart 

rejoice in that gift and the gift of that special quiet moment.  

Those nose smudges and my diverted attention got me wondering about those earliest of disciples who had 

experienced the resurrection first hand…but then seemed distracted  

They had returned to Galilee from Jerusalem and all that had happened there….and there for a moment it 

seemed like all of it was going to be sidelined  

 

Let’s listen to the story from, 

John 21:1-14  

1 Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee. It happened this way: 2 Simon Peter, 

Thomas (also known as Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other 

disciples were together. 3 “I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” 

So, they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.  

4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. 5 He called 

out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?”  “No,” they answered. 6 He said, “Throw your net on the right 

side of the boat and you will find some.” When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the 
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large number of fish. 7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon 

Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and 

jumped into the water. 8 The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not 

far from shore, about a hundred yards. 9 When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on 

it, and some bread.  

10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter climbed back into the 

boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn. 

12Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They 

knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish.       

14 his was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead.  

~~~~~  

Can you picture it?  

There they were – having experienced the most incredible reality ever. 

But there back in Galilee now, maybe with a “now what?” in their minds, 

Peter: “I’m going out to fish”  

What was he thinking?  

Maybe they were killing time – waiting for another Jesus appearance – after all…  

Maybe they didn’t know what to do with themselves?  

Maybe they thought they were to just go back to regular lives?  

Whatever it was that led Peter and the rest to head out to fish – what they learned was that their efforts were 

not fruitful. 

All night long they fished  

All night long they failed  

It seems they still hadn’t learned that their old lives were over. 

They learn this when they followed his instruction….  

They hadn’t realized that the resurrection had lasting impact on their daily lives.  

They can’t just “go back to normal”.  

They can’t, as the old saying goes, go home.  

 

And I wonder if that’s the same thing we spend our lives learning as disciples:  

That in knowing what we know about the resurrection  

That the resurrection changes everything  

It’s just not possible to go back to business as usual  

The resurrection redirects what we do in our lives  

What we do in our lives  
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Remember Jesus’ words to Peter when he first called to him?  

Peter was a fisherman….  

Follow me; I will make you a fisher for men  

His whole new mission in life was to reach people and bring them to know Jesus….  

 

The resurrection redirects how we live our lives. One of the reasons there was such a push by religious leaders 

to get rid of Jesus was because what he taught seemed to undermine their authority; seemed to offer a 

different relationship with God; seemed to both streamline the Law as well as create a higher moral bar. 

 

For example: Jesus said that his yoke was easy; his burden light. And: you’ve heard that it was said: don’t 

commit murder, but I say to you…; and so, they sought to get rid of Jesus – and they achieved their goal  

but only for three days!  

 

So, what would it mean if a teacher/prophet’s teachings and movement were subdued by his death?  

But then God reverses his death?  

Wouldn’t that mean that God complete affirms and vindicates those teachings?  

So, the resurrection vindicates all that Jesus said and did as Truth from God. 

Therefore, can people go back – after receiving the resurrection – and not realign their lives to what Jesus 

taught? 

• Can we receive the majesty resurrection but not live by the king’s rule of “love your neighbors as 

yourself”? 

• Can we receive the resurrection but not then live by his instruction of going and being reconciled with 

your brother or sister before offering your gift to God? 

• Can we receive the example of how Jesus died and then his resurrection but then ignore what Jesus 

says about turning the other cheek?  

 

The resurrection calls us to live a new life;  

That’s what those disciples learned that day;  

Their lives were only going to be fruitful when they listened and obeyed Jesus’ voice.  

 

I have to tell you – I still haven’t cleaned those nose smudges off the window because they remind me of 

where I’m to be focusing my life and attention. Oh, someday I suppose it has to happen…but for now maybe 

there’s something I still need to learn.  

So how will you take time to ponder the resurrection this week and what it means for your life?  

How will you keep yourself from being distracted from it?  
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Let us pray:  

Holy God – we confess that we can get distracted and drawn away from living the resurrection life you call us 

to live and are tempted to going back to old patterns of life. For there are some of us who yet need to make a 

decision to live the Jesus-following life; some of us who need to learn more deeply and take the next steps in 

faithfulness; and some of us who have forgotten. Draw our attention back to the resurrection that our lives 

may reflect the new life it brings. We pray all this so that your kingdom may come upon the earth through the 

living of our lives. Amen 

 


