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Matthew, Mark, Luke, John.  Those 4 books of the Bible tell us the Jesus story.  Each 

written by a different author for a particular group of people.  Matthew, Mark, and Luke 

are called the synoptic gospels because they are so very similar to one another.  They 

follow the same series of events in Jesus’ life.  Matthew and Luke add some content that 

Mark doesn’t include.  But then there’s John’s Gospel.  The Jesus story is told in a very 

different way.  This is the Gospel that tells a larger theology of Jesus’ identity (In the 

beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God….); this is 

the Gospel in which we read all the “I am” statements of Jesus.  And it is in John’s 

Gospel, that the Last Supper of Jesus is told in a very different way.  We don’t get the 

words of Jesus when he takes bread and cup and says, “this is my body; this is my 

blood”.  This is the story that focusses on Jesus washing his disciples’ feet and on a very 

long last set of teachings, words of comfort, and prayers that Jesus says.  Today’s lesson 

comes from a portion of what Jesus says at the Last Supper.  Let’s listen to God’s Word 

from John 14:1-14 

  

John 14:1-14 

14 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In my 

Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you 

that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 

again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you 

know the way to the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not 

know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the 

way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you 

know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen 

him.”  8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus 

said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? 

Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do 

you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to 

you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his 

works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, 

then believe me because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who 



believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than 

these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 

that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me for anything, I 

will do it. 

 

~~~~~ 

 

There’s so much rich content in this passage, that if we were to unpack it all, this could 

be a very long sermon!  But do not let your hearts be troubled!  And I invite you to take 

this week and read the passage each day to unpack the depth of its message…. 

 

But for today, I have actually have been thinking a lot about one particular verse:  “I go 

to prepare a place for you….” 

 

For 4 years prior to moving to Crystal Lake, our family hosted high school international 

students.  We had Eliza from China for two years until she graduated,  

 

 

 

then Amanda also from China who some of you may have met at our Thanksgiving 

service, for one year until she graduated,  

 

 



 

 

and then we had Jordan from China  

 

 

 

 

and Jonathan from Switzerland in the same year. 

 



 

 

Those 4 years were quite an experience in the ancient virtue of hospitality which in my 

working definition of hospitality means to prepare a place for someone; to anticipate 

their needs; to make provision for those needs; and to welcome them not only into your 

space, but also into your own heart.  And so we had to  

 Think about the things they might need in order to feel comfortable and safe and 

cared for. 

 We welcomed each student not only into our home, but into our family – to 

share our family traditions, holidays, way of being.  And we received their own 

backgrounds, traditions, experiences. 

 We played “mom and dad and siblings” for them as they were away from their 

own families. 

 I learned – or tried to learn – how to cook some different kinds of foods in order 

to have something that seemed a little familiar to them. 

  

All those experiences have made me appreciate Jesus’ words of “if I go to prepare a 

place for you, I will come again and take you to myself so that where I am there you may 

be also.” 

 

What might it mean that Jesus goes to prepare a place for us? 



 I’m not sure I want to venture into the imagination of a heavenly palace…. 

 

Might it mean he is preparing a kingdom in which people can escape their inescapable 

pasts and they can have a future? 

 forgiveness  

  additional reflections  

 

Might it mean he is preparing a kingdom in which there is no prejudicial attitudes – so 

that everyone can be welcomed? 

 That “whosoever” is fulfilled 

  Additional reflections 

 

Might it mean that he is preparing a place where death will be no more; where 

mourning and crying and pain will be no more….. 

 To bring about a new creation 

  Additional reflections 

 

Jesus did what it took to prepare this place for us! 

He prepared that place on the cross 

He prepared that place as he walked out an empty tomb 

 

 

And he has come again to take us there….. 

 

You know, when you host an international student, after making all those preparations 

of home and heart, you also have to go to the airport to get them and bring them to 

their new home. 

 

We might think of Jesus “coming to take us to himself” as something that happens 

when we die, but what if it’s not only that? 

 

What if Jesus coming to take us to himself is the ministry of the church? 

 If the church is the body of Christ…. 

  Then what we do is about forgiveness and new life 

  Then what we do is about acceptance of “whosoever” 

  Then what we points to something new….. 



 

What if being church is our opportunity to take part in fulfilling what Jesus said at the 

Last Supper?  If that is so, then:  

 How do we need to prepare a place? 

 Who still needs to be invited? 

  

Let us pray: 

Lord Jesus, are the very place where we meet the Father and where the Father meets us.  

So, we offer you our praise; for what you have done, for the sacrifice you’ve made, for 

the victory you have won - all in order to prepare a place for us.  Help us expand the 

“us” as we reach out in love and care to this world.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING 

Preparing a place….at First Church we do this 

 By providing food for people’s tables – no matter who they are 

 By creating opportunities for people to feel comfortable coming to church 

  Children’s ministries, big community events,  

 By offering ways for people to connect and foster faith 

 And even in our church building right now – we are putting our attention to 

making preparations for being able to come together when we are able to safely do so.  

Carpets have been steam cleaned; floors have been stripped and waxed, walls have been 

painted and surfaces have been disinfected.   

Your offering goes to help prepare a place for many and in so many ways.  So thank you 

for giving! 

 

 

 

 

 

 


