
Sermon May 24, 2020. 

WORKING AS A TEAM “WE MAKE THE DIFFERENCE”  

 

Around three weeks ago, it was almost night when I received a phone call from a person who                  

was struggling emotionally, she was having a rough day. She had been having conversations              

with people whose family members were struggling from the Coronavirus Disease and were very              

sick.  

She was very emotionally distraught because she felt as though she had no control over the                

situation and could not do anything to help  

As the person who was listening, my role was to offer her words of consolation, hope, and peace.                  

After listening for a while, we prayed together, and God put compassion in our hearts for these                 

people.  

I started to ask her questions about how we could contact those families and we came up with the                   

idea to reach out to them the following day and see what else we could do to help these families. 

One of the first things that we were thinking of was to provide groceries for these families                 

because the people who were in the hospital was the head of family and a single mom with a                   

five-year-old. The head of the family was the only one working and he had contracted the virus                 

in a factory. The single mom was also working in a factory and her son was under the                  

supervision of her sister. 

So, after I prayed for this person, I asked if she would be able to reach out to these families and                     

ask them for their phone numbers so I could call them. 

The next day, this person sent me via text the telephone numbers to contact these families and                 

when I was able to talk to them in the afternoon, I asked them what their needs were.  

Before finishing my conversation with a prayer, I asked them individually if they were okay if                

“WE” as a church would provide a box of groceries to release the burden of their needs.  

Thankfully they said YES. However, it was also heart breaking to hear about their situation,               

especially regarding the person who was taking care of the 5-year-old boy of her sister. She                

sounded extremely sick.  
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After I spoke with them, I asked Pastor Lisa if the food distribution on Fridays would have                 

enough capacity for two extra big families. The answer from Pastor Lisa was yes. We arranged a                 

time to pick up and drop off the boxes for these families on Friday. 

So how did we accomplish this task? We worked in unity and communicated with each other to                 

make this possible. 

It was definitely TEAMWORK because we were focused on the same target, for the same cause,                

with the same vision. 

All began with a call from someone from our church that contacted me. We decided to step out                  

of our comfort zone…YES, out of our comfort zone. Then it was a short and quick process in                  

which so many people were involved. We began at our church offices, drove to the food                

distribution in Algonquin, loaded my car, and distributed the boxes to the respective houses in               

the City of Carpentersville. What I am trying to tell you this morning is that without prayer and                  

unity; we would not have been able to do anything. This leads me to think about what the                  

scripture reading says from this morning in the Gospel of John 17:6-11.  

  

John 17:6-11 New International Version (NIV) 

Jesus Prays for His Disciples 

6 “I have revealed you[a] to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave                 

them to me, and they have obeyed your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me                 

comes from you. 8 For I gave them the words you gave me, and they accepted them. They knew                

with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. 9 I pray for them. I am                 

not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All I have is                  

yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. 11 I will remain in the                  

world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect                 

them by the power of[b] your name, the name you gave me, so that they may be one as we are one. 

 

The prayer that Jesus prayed in John 17:1-11, especially from 6-11, is known as the High Priestly                 

prayer because Jesus offers prayers for himself, his disciples and followers-just like the Priest              
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offered prayers for people in the temple, and just like I do when I deliver the prayers of the                   

People during worship services most every Sunday. 

As I said, Jesus prayed was for unity. After his ascension, the disciples stayed together, and they                 

were united in prayer. Unity exists through prayer. Our Lord, Jesus prayed for unity, and the                

disciples prayed together to draw upon the only source of power that they had before they                

received the Holy Spirit.  

Christ’s unity still exists today, as we can see through the local Friday food distribution. I don’t                 

know if you been there before to be a volunteer, but men and women from different                

denominations have come together to do God’s work for our community.  

Just think of how powerful our churches could be today if each and every one of us would pray                   

constantly, devotedly, and with one mind! 

 

In verses 1-5, I could see that we are also united through our common belief in the eternal life,                   

the eternal life that Jesus was talking about the first verses of this chapter. Eternal life is not                  

reserved until we die; rather, it is something we can share now through Jesus, it is something that                  

we experience right now among us. 

We receive eternal life the moment we have faith in Jesus and begin to have a relationship with                  

him. We don’t just receive the gift of eternal life. We also have the privilege of having an                  

energetic, growing relationship with the Creator of all that exists.  

We receive this gift every week when we gather together now via zoom to hear Jesus give glory                  

to God by revealing God’s compassion, forgiveness, love and healing to us. 

 

Jesus’ prayer proclaims our hope and confidence. Jesus and God the Father have glorified each               

other. Jesus has come from the Father. We are surrounded or implanted in Christ as Christ is                 

with the Father. We belong to God the Father and we are on our way to unity with Him and with                     

each other.  

Unfortunately, in our world, divisions can and do happen, often with negative consequences.             

Today in our world we are having this pandemic (COVID19), that is separate us physically; but                
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not emotionally, mentally or spiritually mean speaking. Why not? Because God gave himself for              

love of us, so we all can have eternal life and all we stay in unity until we reach out to that point.  

 

Unity, brothers and sisters take us to be one with each other just like Jesus, God and the Holy                   

Spirit are one with each other. And this is an important concept to be a Christian today, without                  

unity we are lost, without Jesus Christ, we all are lost… let’s turn our eyes once more to our                   

savior, the savior who prayed for you and for me to His Father in heaven for protection and for                   

keep us in unity. Let’s turn our eyes to Jesus, the only one who can extent His healing hand and                    

guide us and keep us one in Him. 

When we come together as one body, our prayers and actions are a very effective power for the                  

transformation and healing of the world. We speak to God when we pray, and when we pray in                  

spirit together, God in return touches, embraces, shapes and changes us through the gifts He               1

gives us. We are to use these gifts wisely and for the benefit of the world. Sometimes we have to                    

ask for help, but when we work together, we glorify God with integrity, with devotion, and                

through service and the words we speak. 

“As children of God, we are united in one faith in a living God who has revealed himself to us in                     

the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. We are united in faith in Christ whose Word fills us with                   

faith. We are also united in faith in the Holy Spirit whose presence guides us through life.”   2

While we are one in faith, we have to put that faith into action, especially by being one in                   

service. It is in serving that our faith becomes real. When we serve one another, we serve Jesus                  

Christ because He is the inspiration in our lives, the inspiration that keep us strong enough to                 

survive in difficult times. He is the living example of faith in action. He is the Lord, the Master                   

of our lives and the heartbeat of our faith-and that faith becomes real when we go forth as one in                    

service. 

 

Conclusion: 

1 https://sermonsfrommyheart.blogspot.com/2011/11/acts-16-14-john-171-11-unity.html 
 
2 Ibid 
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When we ignore the will of God in order to have our own way, the result is disharmony and                   

disunity. Unity begins with us. We have to be proactive, stay together, keep going and focus all                 

on the same vision, going in the right direction.  

I could say that we were in the right direction when we provided the groceries for those families                  

four weeks ago. We were proactive and working in unity. After four weeks, I can testify that the                  

families and the patients, thank God, they are okay. They patients were in critical condition, but                

they made through; their families were in crisis and desperate, but WE as church we gave them                 

hope sharing our faith and resources to them. We gave them the understanding that work in one                 

body, we all make the difference in this world. As today, I am still in communication with these                  

families and as I said, I can testify the power of God among them, I can testify that We working                    

as a team, we make the difference.  
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