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I’ve come through this week feeling the intense brokenness of our world. And I’m sure I don’t 

have to explain to you why.  I’ve heard the outcry of the oppressed; I’ve heard the hurt of 

racism set upon my fellow Americans.  I’ve witnessed the broken body of Christ as some have 

spoken of the hurt while others say it’s not real.  And I’ve struggled with listening for God’s 

guidance on what needs to be said.  So much has already been said.  Our society is on edge.  

And perhaps you wonder like me what is the next step because something obviously needs to 

change.  Lots of things need to change.  Judgment needs to be made.  Yes, judgment!  We 

need a judgment handed down upon our society.  Certainly upon some people.   

 

So where do we begin?  Who are we going to condemn?  Because that’s what judgment 

in the Bible means.  Condemnation.  Damnation.  Determination of ultimate destiny. 

 

The looters.  Let’s condemn the looters.  Destroyers of property, especially on the 

heels of businesses already struggling from COVID.  Shame on them!  For sure, 

let’s condemn the looters. 

 

But then don’t we also need to condemn the reason that there was the 

opportunity for looting.  So the protestors.  Let’s condemn the protestors.  If they 

would have just stayed home and stayed quiet. Right?  Then the looters would 

not have had such opportunities. No? 

   

Well certainly let’s condemn Derek Chauvin, the police officer who knelt on 

George Floyd’s neck, killing him.  And the other three officers who didn’t stop 

Derek.  Let’s condemn them! 

   

Wait, you say the system?  Let’s condemn the system that raised up and gave  

power to such a dirty cop. 

 

Well, then we need to condemn the whole society that’s been broken for so long 

that it has allowed the system to operate with systemic racism and unchecked 

power. 

   



Wait.  That includes me.  And I don’t want to be damned.   

 

But what can we do?  Because something does need to change. 

Jesus sets before us principles to live by that we are going to read, remember, learn and re-

learn over the next few weeks in worship.  I want us to hear these lessons in the context of 

what we pray every week in the Lord’s prayer: Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth   

And when we pray that, it’s not just about what the Lord is doing, it is also about our 

willingness to participate with God in making that a reality. 

  

And our first lesson today, he deals with making judgments.   

 

Matthew 7:1-5 

~~~~ 

 

Now let’s be really clear: Jesus says do not judge.  He means to remind us that it is no human’s 

place to take up the divine privilege of passing an eternal destiny on someone.   

 It’s not our place to write someone off 

And let’s face it, we’re in the situation we’re in in America because for far too long we 

have practiced writing people off – some people more than others; young black men 

have been written off more than anyone! 

And if we do try to judge, then the measuring rod we use against someone else will be the very 

measure used against us.  And let’s face it.  And what if we cannot live up to that?  What if I 

can’t and I’m not living up to the standard I want others to live by?   

  

But that doesn’t mean that brokenness, sinfulness, and evil should go unchecked.  Not at all.  

The people of faith are meant to build a community that reflects the holiness of God.   

And implicit in this short teaching is the understanding that changes will need to take place.   

Therefore, there is always a need to take a look.  Correct what is sinful.  Fix what is broken. 

For correction is not condemnation. 

And addressing problems is not the same as passing judgment. 

Addressing problems and correcting society’s problems is actually the opposite 

of condemnation or writing people off because making corrections invests in 

making community reflect God’s kingdom.   

And Jesus goes on: 

when you do go about engaging in that work of correction and fixing – be sure you can see 

clearly! 



And this is where the famously quoted line comes in: 

 Why do you see the speck in your neighbor’s eye and not see the log in your own eye? 

 First remove your own log and then you will see your neighbor’s speck clearly. 

With that imagery of the log and the speck,  

Jesus takes a subtle dig here with our personal assumptions that my neighbor’s speck is more 

offending. 

 Why are you only focusing on the speck in your neighbor’s eye? 

Jesus takes a dig here at our human tendency to downplay our own sin while playing up our 

neighbor’s.  

 

He says that to begin the process of change and purification of the community, that work 

needs to begin within ourselves.   

 I cannot with integrity tell my neighbor that they need to change without examining my 

own need to change. 

 Most pointedly and timely, I cannot point out my neighbor’s racism without first 

recognizing my own prejudices and implicit biases. 

 As a white person, I cannot call for the system to change until I am willing to look at 

how I have quietly and complicitly benefitted from the system. 

 

And there are so many planks that need to be dealt with: 

Attitudes about anyone who is not of my own background 

 Political name-calling and finger-pointing; I mean, whose name-calling is more holy? 

  

So it seems like the first step we need to take so that what we pray just may come to pass: “thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done” 

 To look within ourselves. 

 To welcome the discerning eye of the Lord to pass over our intentions, desires, and 

actions. 

 To be willing to listen because we just might not know it all 

 

And well, if we all did that, I mean, truly and humbly did that….well, might it mean that we 

don’t have to worry about the speck in our neighbor’s eye?  Because they’ve already dealt with 

it. 

 

So a few things to consider to help see the plank: 



 Humble yourself before the Lord; let us not come before the Lord making excuses for 

our planks, but come before the Lord asking for clarity and the courage to see within 

ourselves what God sees. 

 Take an implicit bias test.  It’s an anonymous online experience that Harvard created to 

study implicit or built-in biases that we have. While it helps them to continue research, it 

also helps us as well to see the plank in our own eyes. 

 Read:  Check out the book, “How to Be an Anti-Racist” by Ibram Kendi or another like it.       

Look at ideas and suggestions on our United Methodist Commission on Religion and 

Race. 

 Write down what you commit yourself to.  I did that the other day on Facebook.   

 I wrote that I commit to: 

1. Humbling myself before God. 

2. Listening with respect to others and working to engage in productive dialogue 

and if I disagree, to do so without name-calling and dehumanizing the other. 

3. Learning all I can about how to deal with racism and my own white privilege. 

4. Checking in with my black and ethnic friends and colleagues to show my love 

and support and see how they are doing. 

5. Telling people I appreciate them, including those who have committed 

themselves to protecting us: my nephew who is a good cop, our First Church 

members who are good cops. 

 

Friends, there is a path forward for us. 

There really is the possibility of God’s Kingdom and will coming to earth as it is in heaven. 

I commit before you today that I will take those steps.  Will you? 

 

Let’s pray: 

Merciful God, 

we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. 

We have failed to be an obedient church. 

We have not done your will, we have broken your law, 

we have rebelled against your love, 

we have not loved our neighbors, 

and we have not heard the cry of the needy. 

Forgive us, we pray. 

Free us for joyful obedience, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


