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Devoted to Christ – Connected to Others – Sent to Serve  

Recommendations for Small Groups Meetings Outside of the Church 

These recommendations are focused on balancing small group hospitality with safety of the individual small 
group members. Although there is no such thing as a zero-risk outing right now, it can help to think through 
risks the way the experts do: time, space, people, place (“The more TIME you spend and the closer in SPACE 
you are to any infected people the higher your risk. Interacting with more PEOPLE raises your risk, and the 
indoor PLACES are riskier than outdoors.” Dr. William Miller, epidemiologist at Ohio State Univ.) 

With these principles in mind the following steps are recommended for small groups:  

Members: 

• Much as we want to see you, please stay home if you are feeling ill or are exhibiting symptoms of 
COVID19. That would include your spouse/significant other since this disease is so easily spread by 
symptom-free contacts. 

•    Use a Sani-wipe or consider washing your hands upon arrival. 
•    Avoid shaking hands, hugging or any other close social contact  
•    Bring your own drink or snack, unless the host has advised you that individual single-serving  
      drinks/snacks will be available. 
•    Wear a mask. 
•    Do not share materials such as books, writing utensils, etc. 
 
Hosts: 
 
• Space out seating areas to ensure a 6-foot space between members. Couples can sit closer. 
• Be available to open house door so members don’t have to touch doorbell/door handle (high- 

contact/potentially contaminated surfaces).  
• Have an open trash can (or step-on one) available at front door and in meeting room. 
• Usher members directly to socially-distanced chairs. Avoid gathering in entry or in kitchen.  
• Do not serve food or drinks (Even with a Kureg, it’s hard to minimize contact, so avoid hot drinks).            

You could offer individual water/drink bottles and single-serve wrapped snacks, if you want to, but let 
members know if you’ll be doing this. 

• Make your bathroom infection-resistant. Keep the light on to reduce contact with light switch. Have Sani-
wipes or disposable towels for members’ use. 

• If handouts will be needed, send via email in advance.  
• Consider meeting outdoors, if weather cooperates. 
• Consider keeping meetings to no more than 10 members. 
• Consider keeping meeting shorter to minimize exposure time. 
• Review Zoom option for those members who cannot attend. 

 
Hosts- Thanks for rising to the challenges, offering hospitality while meeting safety concerns. 


