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“Do you understand?” 

 

That question can come out with different tones I think.  Do you understand?  Do you 

understand?   

 

Whichever way the emphasis is spoken, I think it’s an earnest question.   

 It wonders if something has been paid attention to.   

 It seems that with this question, someone wants to make certain that what has 

been explained or described or set forth has not fallen on deaf ears.   

 This questions implies that this stuff is important. That it is not only heard, but 

taken in.  Incorporated into one’s being. 

I personally associate this question not with a math teacher’s lessons as much as with a 

mother wanting to make sure that her child deep down knows that calling someone a 

name is unhealthy to the human spirit.   

 

It is this question that Jesus asks of his disciples.  And He asks it after a set of teachings 

which follow a lot of criticism of him by the religious leaders of his time.  Those religious 

leaders really struggled with Jesus.  Being followers of God as they understood it, they 

had a hard time seeing what Jesus - God in their midst - was all about.  Clearly, they 

didn’t understand.  You how it is with expectations and assumptions.  Things are 

supposed to be a certain way and when they aren’t – it leads to disappointments or 

anger or giving up or opposition.  Which is maybe why Jesus is experiencing such 

opposition from the religious leaders – they expect the Messiah and God’s kingdom to 

be a certain way.  They expect it to show up in a certain way – come into existence in a 

certain way.  And be led by a certain kind of leader.  And Jesus wasn’t playing by and 

working to fulfill those sets of expectations. And so they opposed Jesus.   

 

And Jesus responds to their expectations and assumptions.  Let’s listen for the Word.  

And let us pray for understanding: 

 

 

 



Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-46, 51 
31 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a 

man took and planted in his field. 32 Though it is the smallest of all seeds, yet when it 

grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds come and 

perch in its branches.” 
33 He told them still another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman 

took and mixed into about sixty pounds[a] of flour until it worked all through the 

dough.” 
44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid 

it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. 
45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46 When he 

found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it. 
51 “Have you understood all these things?” Jesus asked. 

“Yes,” they replied. 

~~~~~ 

 

Jesus is teaching about what the kingdom of God is like, not what people suppose it is 

like.    

And the verbal pictures Jesus uses of what the kingdom of God is like do not fulfill what 

people are probably expecting: that it will come through a military take-over; that it is 

visible like a bright and shining city on a hill.   

 

No, these verbal pictures indicate something else about God’s kingdom.  And Jesus asks 

his disciples if they understand: 

 

1) Do you understand that the kingdom of God is going to come into the world in 

more sneaky, grassroots way? 

Jesus uses the image of a mustard seed.  Which is interesting because people would not 

have intentionally planted mustard in their gardens; like we wouldn’t intentionally plant 

dandelions in our gardens.  They take over.  They choke out other plants and herbs that 

the gardener really wants.  Yet Jesus uses this image to show how the kingdom of God 

will come.   

It comes as something that might look like something unwanted. 

You might be wondering really Lisa?  Who wouldn’t want the kingdom of God?  

But as we think back to the teachings of Jesus – aren’t they kind of like unwanted 

seeds?  Like love your enemies, turn the other cheek, make reconciliation with 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+13%3A31-33%2C+44-46%2C+51-52&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23573a


each other, etc.  Those actions don’t come naturally to sinful, fallen humans.  

They seem to be counter-intuitive.  They present a higher standard.  But for the 

disciple who practices it once, their life is now forever changed.  Something new 

takes root and grows.  The human heart begins to change and as it does – it is 

like a large mustard plant in which a lot of birds can take refuge.  In the changed 

human heart, people find refuge in one another.   

 

2) Do you understand that the kingdom of God is not going to be evident until 

things have already been so changed that it cannot change back? 

 

Once again Jesus uses an image that for us seems simple, but for the first century Jew, is 

a bit scandalous.  He uses the image of yeast.  You might be thinking what’s wrong with 

yeast?  Who doesn’t like a good loaf of bread?  But for the Jews, Yeast was something 

that they made sure was cleared from their houses at the time of the Passover.  It was 

not to be placed on the altar.  Because it symbolically is a corrupting agent.  It was a 

symbol of sin.  Jesus referred to the yeast of the Pharisees – that their ways could lead 

one astray from the love of God.  But here Jesus uses it as a symbol of the kingdom of 

God.  I can imagine his listeners….wait? what?   

 It seems the kingdom of God quietly, even secretly, enters into a family, into a 

community, into a society – how?  Through disciples who are living by Jesus’ teachings.  

And it begins to change the nature of the society – it changes the nature of the 

world….much like yeast changes the nature of flour.  And you can’t change it back.  I’ve 

seen this a lot when I hear people talk about their loved ones.  How they learned to be 

generous or kind or forgiving because that is what they experienced from grandma or 

dad.  

 

3) Do you understand that the kingdom of God is the most valuable thing to seek in 

life?  So much so that you would give up anything else for it. 

He uses two images:  

Something that is unexpectedly found… 

Something that has been sought for a long time… 

And in order to obtain it, someone will give up everything else.   

a. Give up agendas 

b. Give up your assumptions of how God does work 

c. Give up your expectations of what God’s kingdom is like 

d. Give up your treasures 



e. Give up your worldly priorities 

 

At the end of it all, Jesus asks them….have you understood all this? 

 This question implies that this stuff is important.  

 The question implies that they have not only heard what he said, but taken it all 

in.   

 The question implies that they will incorporated what he has explained into their 

heart and being. 

They answered “yes”.   

 

What’s your answer? 

 

Let’s pray: 

Lord Jesus, help us to seek your kingdom first in our lives.  To seek living by your 

teachings.  To seek your priorities.  To seek you.  To seek the lost sheep.  To seek 

forgiveness from you and from each other.  To seek it in such a way that your kingdom 

can come on earth as it is in heaven.  Amen. 

 


