
HIS OWN SPECIAL PEOPLE. 1 Peter 1:1 
 
In 1998 my wife and I decided to take the adventure to get married and form a family. With so                    
many dreams and goals as a normal couple. We were living in our country Colombia and as you                  
probably know the opportunities to get a diploma or at least to go to a decent school were few.                   
The opportunities to get a good job without education also were few. 
However, we made the decision to get married as such young age expecting that opportunities               
and doors will open for us in the middle of the situation that our country was facing. A country                   
full of violence, injustices, persecution, deaths and oppression to all the citizens from groups that               
fight against the government and the political system that was not providing peace for us, as                
citizens.  

Couple months after we married, we put together two small business that help us to pay                
rent, utilities, education for my wife that was in college and few more things; then we found out                  
that she was pregnant but we still wanted to pursue our dreams. Everything was perfect until the                 
day we were victims of those acts of violence. One of our small business was destroyed by those                  
bad people that I mentioned, and we decided to sale everything and moved out of our country                 
afraid and scared to be kidnapped or kill.  

We arrived at Chicago land in September of 1999 with our luggage, with my first born of                 
4 months and with some savings, looking for the “American Dream”. The first weeks were very                
difficult for us living in a foreign country; without no English, without knowing the streets, no                
transportation (car), absolutely with nothing to start living here in U.S. 

We came from a country 21 years ago full of war because of the drugs. We were                 
persecuted and forced to migrated to a new land, a new territory, and we arrived here to the                  
country of opportunities. Our hearts were there in Colombia, our people were there in Colombia,               
our culture and customs were there, our native language was there.  
Could you imagine how difficult was for us to adapt to a new culture, a new language and new                   
everything? We felt in some point as the Israelites people when they were in exiled. We felt in                  
sorrow and grief to leave everything behind; in my case I left all my family (Parents, siblings,                 
belongings, etc.) Could you imagine how difficult was for the Israelites when they were forced               
also to live in foreign land? Could you imagine how they struggled? That leads me to recap the                  
series that we start weeks ago. 
 

Two weeks ago, we began a series called “Being God’s people in a foreign World”. And                
we were talking about how God’s people were conquered by the Assyrians (722 BC) and the                
Babylonians (587 BC) after they had split into two Kingdoms (Israel & Judah). Which means               
that their lives were completely change just by the fact to be forced to move to another place. A                   
place that certainty was not a place that they use to be. Their lifestyles were changed, their                 
freedom, their worship style, and much more.  
When I was listening to that sermon, I felt very related with the experience that I lived when I                   
was forced to move out from my country (My worship lifestyle was different, the food was                
different, people were different, etc.)  
However, today during COVID, we can relate in many ways to be in exile: For certainly things                 
are different – and not by our own choosing. But there is “Hope in the Middle of Loss”. 
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We heard last Sunday a question that you probably already asked God…Where is God              
today? If God is around why we are living in a world full of evil and sin? Why COVID19                   
disease is killing people all over the world? We heard so many answers and statements but either                 
A or B or C or Z statement are conclusive, the Word of God is pretty clear to tell us that God will                       
never forsake us; that God’s grace is upon us; that God’s eyes of love and compassion are over                  
us in the middle of this season. So, we don’t have to be anxious or worry or being afraid of any                     
kind because Jesus is with us through the Holy Spirit and is keeping us safe and healthy. 

Today’s passage is in the New Testament 1 Peter 1:1  
“Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout the provinces of               
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia” 

Different time and different people. Peter called them “Exiles or Strangers”, which means             
“resident aliens.” or “Pilgrims”. Peter speaks to a group of believers in Asia Minor, which today                
is Turkey. The Apostle Peter is addressing Jewish Christians who have been persecuted and as a                
result have fled their homeland. They were experiencing suffering because of their different             
lifestyle. 

These people were called the Christians of the Dispersion and lived in the Asian provinces of                
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia. 1 Peter was a circular letter to be read and                
passed on to these Christians who were dispersed. 

Some scholars said that It's also clear that some of these believers were Jewish, who converted to                 
Christianity and were expelled from Rome. 

We also have to understand that these people were “on the move” in those days; which means                 
they were dedicated believers that shared the Gospel wherever they went (Acts 8:4). 
They may have lost everything as they crossed their way to a new home while sharing the                 
gospel. 
 
Pressure was upon them socially, financially, and religiously, and so Peter brings a powerful              
word on what it means to be exiled for Christ. 

Peter wrote this letter to encourage these Christians in the midst of their suffering. And this apply                 
also for us today. 

Peter’s letters offer us today a metaphor to shape the way we view ourselves and our relationship 
to the world around us in the middle of the pandemic. That metaphor is call “exile.” Exile means 
change, loss, suffering, tension, depression, loneliness, persecution, violence and much more; but 
to understand this metaphor, we have to understand who we are as Christians today. 
 
The apostle Peter calls us as believers into a reality today and checks about the circumstances in                 
which we live and the spiritual truth in Jesus our savior. It is a call not to assimilation or despair,                    
but a call to reimagining our lives through the powerful picture of exile. Yes… I said that… “a                  
powerful picture of exile”. For sure if we all have the power to go back to the last months or                    
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years in our lives and try to change the curse or the direction of anything we did wrong, for sure                    
we do change the curse and of course we choose to not live into the “COVID19” right?  

We must remember who we are today in the middle of this pandemic; in the middle of different                  
opinions; in the middle of political division; in the middle of injustices, oppression, persecution              
and violence. Peter’s letter is a letter of encouragement (1Peter 5:12). Noticed that throughout              
the letter, the theme of suffering runs in every chapter but also does the subject of glory (1 Peter                   
1:7-8, 11, 21; 2:12; 4:11). And one of the encouragements that Peter gives to these suffering                
people is the assurance that their suffering will one day be transformed into glory (1 Peter 1:6-7).                 
And that is what we have to take, embrace, keep and share… the assurance that God will                 
transform all our worries, loneliness or anything that you are having or feeling into glory.  

This is possible only because the savior, our savior Jesus Christ suffered for us and then entered                 
into His glory (1 Peter 1:11; 5:1). Peter is called the apostle of “hope” and as believers today, we                   
have a living hope because we trust in a living Christ (1 Peter 1:3). This hope enables us to keep                    
our minds under control and “hope to the end” (1 Peter 1:13) when Jesus shall return. We must                  
not be ashamed of our hope but be ready to explain and defend it (1 Peter 3:15).  

The apostle Peter knew that the church would encounter trouble and adversity along the journey.               
There will be times when our faith is tested; there will be times when we encounter situations                 
that put us down and test our faith and our commitment to live a life according with God’s will.                   
Even in the midst of these difficult times, we must continue to represent an attitude of a positive                  
Christian witness. Our testimony is one of the greatest tools we have in reaching others for                
Christ. We must continually guard and display a Christian witness if we are to be effective in                 
reaching those apart from Christ. 

Our text today is not necessarily difficult to understand, but it can be difficult to put into daily                  
practice. I remembered how difficult was for me those first days, months and years here in a                 
foreign land as a stranger. I struggled with depression, loneliness because all the humiliations              
that I received just because I am an immigrant; and still today. However, I raise my eyes to God,                   
and I began to believe that God brought me here with a purpose. God’s Word reminds me who I                   
am for God and what I was created for.  

Means that we all have a purpose in the middle of this pandemic, but we have to know,                  
understand and believe who we are in Jesus Christ. And the same apostle Peter wrote in that                 
letter who we are. Let us see who we are in Christ as part of the conclusion today. 

But we… Who are we today? 
1Pe 2: 9a “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people purchased by 
God”. 
▪ Chosen family:  God has made us of His family, of His very nature… We are His 
descendants by His choice. 
▪ Royal Priesthood:  Priests of the King. To perform the functions of the priests as His 
priests.  
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▪ Holy Nation:   We are a new nation, a new race that does what God does. Sacred, pure, 
blameless, holy, consecrated (through Jesus Christ)… Free, especially dedicated to God… He 
has made us worthy of respect for what we represent or rather who we represent.  
▪ People purchased by God:  God paid for us. We are his, he reached us for his purposes 
and the cost was the precious blood of Jesus Christ.  
 
 
Why did you choose us? 
We lived in the dark, we were lost and aimless. We were far away, and God called us from                   
there, from our lost life and gave us a new identity… God called us to go to him and to be his. 
 
Our Lord put us in God’s own heart, so we can now see through God’ eyes and see all that is real                      
and wonderful when we recognize who we are in Jesus Christ. Jesus brought us out of the                
darkness so that we could live with His wonderful light. And we know him… He has allowed it                 
and everything so that we can celebrate his excellence.  
 
We have been able to be alone with the God Holy Spirit and listen to his sweet voice. God wants                    
us to talk about God’s strength, God’s power, God’s integrity of mind, God’s goodness, God’s               
righteousness, faithfulness, supremacy… All of God’s qualities! 
 
Why we? 
Because we were not worthy and yet GOD decided to love and rescue us … Because we know                
and know both sides of the coin firsthand and we finally understood that outside of Him there is                  
absolutely nothing. THERE IS NOTHING. 
 
But today, rescued by His mercy we have everything ... Family, work, nation and Owner. And               
while we are in this world of which we are foreigners, there is no better or greater purpose than                   
to live here by and for the purposes of the one who gave His life so that we could live for                     
eternity. 
We all exist because of him. That's true. 
 
Chosen Lineage: You are His child. 
Holy Priesthood: Your Work. (and God is your inheritance) 
Holy Nation: Where do you belong 
Acquired by God: You are His. 
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