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My grandmother – who lived to be 101 – was a great woman of faith.  She had one of 

those faith expressions that was palpable.  She was unafraid of telling someone that 

God loved them.  Her faith in God’s goodness was unswerving even in the most difficult 

of times.  When she passed 5 years ago, and in going through her possessions, my sister 

and I shared out her coin collection.  There was one coin in particular that my sister 

thought would be most appropriate for me to have:  a widow’s mite. 

The coin is actually a “lepton”.  A lepton was the smallest and least valuable coin in 

circulation in Judea, worth about six minutes of an average daily wage. 

It’s like what a penny might seem to us now.  I mean what can a penny get you after all?  

What good can they possibly do? 

Our story today may help us to answer these questions. From Luke 21:1-6 

21 As Jesus looked up, he saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury. 2 He 

also saw a poor widow put in two very small copper coins. 3 “Truly I tell you,” he 

said, “this poor widow has put in more than all the others. 4 All these people gave their 

gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.”  5 Some 

of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned with beautiful stones 

and with gifts dedicated to God. But Jesus said, 6 “As for what you see here, the time will 

come when not one stone will be left on another; every one of them will be thrown 

down.” 

~~~~ 

Now, I stopped with Jesus’ statement here – after it, he and the disciples get into a 

discourse about end times and troubled times and signs of the times – and we could get 

very distracted with all that.  Especially as we consider our current times.  And once you 

get into that, your focus changes.  That’s certainly what happened with the disciples.  

They seemed to have missed the teaching point that Jesus made that started the whole 

conversation in the first place. 

The teaching point was about what the widow was giving. 

Two small copper coins.  Rubbed together aren’t hardly worth anything – worth about 

12 minutes of work. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judea


And the disciples seemed to miss the point because they were looking at the amount.  

Maybe they were impressed with the larger coins.  The coins that really made a sound 

when dropped into the treasury.  Surely those two little copper coins wouldn’t have 

made a very impressive sound right?   

It seems that they missed the point Jesus was making because their immediate response 

to Jesus’ acclamation of the widow’s gift was to point out the grandiosity of the temple.  

“Look at the temple – how grand it is.  Look at the stone work.  Look at the rich gifts 

dedicated to God.”  They were wowed by the grandiosity.   

Grand structures seem to indicate deep dedication to God.  “look what we built to honor 

God - and it took a lot of money to get it this way.  Certainly a widow’s two copper coins 

would have perhaps gotten 12 minutes of labor from a stone cutter.  It’s really not all 

that valuable or useful in the whole scheme of things, Jesus” 

At least that what I feel the disciples are saying in response to Jesus’ comments. 

They were impressed with the size of gifts that can build a grand structure. 

Jesus was impressed with the size of faith – that can move mountains. 

So let’s talk about the woman’s faith.  

What she gave indicated her depth of trust in God’s provision. 

Jesus said that she gave all she had to live on.  She didn’t give a law-informed 

tithe of 10% of what you have...no she gave a heart-informed gift of 100% of 

what she had. 

What would compel you to give your last bit of money? 

What would compel you to let even that little bit of security go? 

Maybe she remembered the story of God showing up with the widow at 

Zarephath who fed Elijah and whose jug of oil and jar of flour was never 

found empty during the drought, even though bread was made from it 

every day. 

Maybe she recalled the way God showed up every day with manna for the 

Israelites to eat. 

 Maybe she trusted that God would show up in her life and provide - like 

He did with the  widow who poured a miraculous amount of oil into many 

jars from just one jar. 



So we learn that trust in God is a foundation for generosity. 

 

Let’s talk about that woman’s faith: 

What she gave indicated the amount her heart sought to honor the Lord. 

Oh no, those two coins couldn’t have added much to the structure of the temple, 

but her giving  them added honor to the name of the Lord because of her 

faith. 

 For her gift was pure prayer and praise. 

We learn from her that honoring the Lord is another foundation for generosity. 

 

I want to close by saying a little bit about our offerings –  

Your offerings are important! 

Oh I could tell you reasons (and I have) for supporting the ministry of the church. 

I could show you the budget and explain the importance of making one program or 

another happen. 

I could try a little guilt by saying something that none of this could be possible without 

you…. 

I could quote scripture…. 

 

But this story shows us that making our offerings - and similarly, living a generous life – 

isn’t just about making something happen, it’s about living out something that is within 

us…. 

It shows our trust in God and our honor for the name of the Lord. 


