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So here we are, the last Sunday of the year….now let me explain before you think I’m off 

my rocker.   

 

There is something called the church calendar which you probably already know, but 

humor me for a moment:  In the church calendar, this Sunday is the last Sunday of the 

year.  The calendar is based on the story of Jesus - which begins with Advent and ends 

with what we call Christ the King Sunday. 

 

The year goes like this: 

 Advent -   the anticipation of the Messiah’s arrival 

 Christmas – the birth of the Messiah 

 Epiphany –  the stories that reveal that Jesus as the Messiah 

 Lent –   the time of repentance to prepare for Easter 

 Holy Week –  the last week of Jesus’ life up to and including his crucifixion 

 Easter –  the celebration of Jesus’ resurrection 

 Ascension –  the story of Jesus’ return to heaven 

 Pentecost –  the giving of the Holy Spirit 

 Season after Pentecost –  the mission and ministry of the church 

 Christ the King –   the return of Jesus and fulfillment of His Kingdom  

 

This of course has yet to take place….so in essence, while we recall the story every year, 

we are really living in the middle of the story where we trust in the end, but the end is 

yet to come.  It’s why we pray in the communion liturgy: “make us one with Christ, one 

with each other and one in ministry to all the world until Christ comes in a final victory 

and we feast at his heavenly banquet.” 

 

So after all that lead in, you might wonder why this lesson for today, nevertheless, let us 

open our hearts and minds for the Word of God today:  

 

Matthew 26:57-68 



57 Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the 

teachers of the law and the elders had assembled. 58 But Peter followed him at a 

distance, right up to the courtyard of the high priest. He entered and sat down with the 

guards to see the outcome. 
59 The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for false evidence against 

Jesus so that they could put him to death. 60 But they did not find any, though many 

false witnesses came forward.  Finally two came forward 61 and declared, “This fellow 

said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and rebuild it in three days.’” 
62 Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, “Are you not going to answer? What 

is this testimony that these men are bringing against you?” 63 But Jesus remained silent. 

The high priest said to him, “I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are 

the Messiah, the Son of God.” 
64 “You have said so,” Jesus replied. “But I say to all of you: From now on you will see the 

Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of 

heaven.”[a] 
65 Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has spoken blasphemy! Why do we 

need any more witnesses? Look, now you have heard the blasphemy. 66 What do you 

think?”  “He is worthy of death,” they answered. 
67 Then they spit in his face and struck him with their fists. Others slapped him 68 and 

said, “Prophesy to us, Messiah. Who hit you?” 

 

~~~  

Obviously this story is set in the midst of holy week.  the trial before Jesus’ crucifixion.   

But perhaps you caught it – why this is a passage not only for holy week, but for Christ 

the King Sunday….because there: 

 In the midst of being arrested and put on trial  

In the midst of the false accusations against him 

 In the midst of judgment 

 In the midst of the indignity and humiliation 

 In the midst of being slapped and mocked and spat upon 

 In the midst of being in almost the lowest human place possible… 

 And in the midst of the plans to put him to death…. 

Jesus declares something: 

From now on you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty 

One and coming on the clouds of heaven 

That right there….declares that they really have no power; no authority over him. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+26%3A57-68&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24119a


Nothing they could do could take away or erase who he is. 

Nothing they could do would change his future. 

Nothing they could do could unseat him from his title and position of King of kings and 

Lord of lords! 

 

And really the same is true now. 

 No matter if we call him Lord, he still is Lord – and that will be revealed fully. 

 No matter if we bow down before him – there will come a day when every knee 

shall bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. 

 Even if still today, people refute him, reject him, interrogate him, or deny him – 

like who did so those long ago, it doesn’t change who he is. 

 

This is what Christ the King Sunday is all about. 

The is the future and the culmination of the story. 

 

And today gives us the opportunity to renew our convictions and commitments to living 

now with him as our Lord and King – because we do have that choice.  Just as those 

long ago who put him on trial chose to not choose him. 

 

So I invite you on this Christ the King day to choose – if you never accepted Jesus as 

Lord…if you’ve fallen away from following him…or if you want to renew your 

commitment.  As we did earlier in our response to the baptismal question…..do you 

confess Jesus Christ as your Lord and put your whole trust in his grace and promise to 

serve him as your Lord.  I invite you to pray with me: 

 

Jesus, today I choose you as Lord over my life and recognize that you are Lord over all. 

I receive your forgiveness through the price you paid on the cross. 

And I invite you to take your rightful place in my life as Savior & Lord.  

So come reign in my heart. 

Fill me with your love and your life. 

Help me to grow in following your example of love.  

Live in me.    

Love through me.  

For I give myself to you. 

For your glory and your kingdom I pray.  Amen. 


