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I remember as a kid, being in the living room while the evening news was 

on.  Maybe it was at home or maybe at a friend’s or grandparents.  But I 

distinctly remember hearing an adult in the room sigh and say, “the world is 

going to hell in a handbasket.” 

 

Now I don’t really understand the whole handbasket thing, though it might 

come from old stained glass images of devils carrying people off in 

pushcarts, I know, creepy….however it came about, the phrase has been 

around for awhile.  It is used to express a certain amount of worry, or 

despair, or judgment, or frustration with how situations are going….that 

things aren’t headed in the right direction.   

 

Sure I’ve felt that….this year has definitely seemed to offer fodder for 

comments like this.  (I saw an ad this week for a dating site called 

Match.com where the devil is matched up with 2020…..pretty funny if you 

get a chance to see it.) 

 

But kidding aside, I personally push back against that statement because 

underlying that kind of phrase are some theological underpinnings like: 

 God has given up on us. 

 God doesn’t care. 

 God isn’t coming around. 

 God isn’t getting involved. 

 

And that’s just not what Advent and Christmas are about at all.  And it 

certainly isn’t what Jesus’ ministry was about as well.  Let’s listen…. 

 



Matthew 5:1-12 

5 Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat 

down. His disciples came to him, 2 and he began to teach them.  He said: 
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
5 Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 

filled. 
7 Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 
8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 

    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all 

kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because 

great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 

prophets who were before you. 

 

~~~~~~ 

 

The passage begins with: when Jesus saw the crowds…. 

 

What do you suppose he saw?  Who was there?  What were their life 

circumstances?  I’m sure we can imagine: 

 The farmer whose taxes took yet again a little more of his land away. 

 The grieving woman without a husband or son to protect her. 

 The fisherman who wasn’t sure how he could go back out on the 

water when there seemed to be no fish to be found. 

 The faithful Jews who were trying their best to follow all the rules, but 

always ended up feeling inadequate. 

 The people who were taken advantage of. 



Maybe the people in those crowds could understand our phrase about the 

world’s seeming demise.   

Maybe they wondered how things had gotten so hard.   

Maybe they struggled in their faith wondering when things might change. 

Maybe they were people who had forgotten what hope was really all about. 

 

Maybe hope to them had dwindled to mere wishful thinking. 

 

Wishful thinking seems to be an almost hope.  It can be used for anything 

from wanting something in particular for Christmas to wanting a particular 

ball team to win to even wishing that the world would change for the 

better. 

 

What would move us from an almost hope to an altogether hope? 

 

I think it comes from the assurance that we see exhibited both by Mary 

when she is pregnant with Jesus and also by Jesus when he is beginning his 

ministry.   

 

It’s not a wishful thinking but a deeply held trust in how God will act. 

 A deeply held trust that leads Mary to proclaim that God has brought 

the mighty down from their thrones and lifted up the lowly…..it’s such a 

deep assurance and trust in what God is doing – that it is as good as done 

in Mary’s mind.  for when she sung this Herod still had yet to make plans to 

come for her boy child. 

 I’m talking about a deeply held trust that leads Jesus to declare not “if 

you are grieving I wish you comfort, but YOU WILL BE comforted”…. 

 

 

 

 



An altogether hope is the deep assurance that God is not done.   

  

.….that God hasn’t given up on us….like Peter wrote, “God is not slow as 

some think of as slow, but God is patient wanting everyone to come to 

repentance” 

 

…..that God’s purposes has not been to come and condemn the world …. As 

we read Jesus declare in John’s gospel: For God so loved the world that he 

gave his only begotten son that whosoever believes in him shall not perish 

but shall have eternal life..for God did not send his son into the world to 

condemn the world but to save the world through him.” 

 

….An altogether hope is the deep assurance that the future and the victory 

belongs to God…Jesus declared that future even before he went to the 

cross: “in this world you will have trouble, but take heart, for I have 

overcome the world.” 

 

An altogether hope is not just a deep assurance of God’s work, but it is also 

the heart that looks out and rejoices in the places and people and the ways 

that God is in the world.   

 An altogether hope can see the heart that turns toward Jesus. 

 An altogether hope sees the human heart that his humbled and 

repents. 

 An altogether hope can look out on the world and not despair where 

there is affliction and conflict, but can rather see the possibilities for God’s 

kingdom to come on earth as it is in heaven –  

 as food is shared with those who are hungry, those who are naked are 

clothed, and those who are lonely are visited. 

  

 

 



 An altogether hope is lived out as generosity. 

 An altogether hope is lived out as comfort is offered. 

 An altogether hope is lived out as people do to others as they would 

have others do to them. 

 an altogether hope reads the newspaper and prays rather than scoffs. 

 an altogether hope sees the “other” and extends the hand of 

fellowship 

 

an altogether hope turns the world on its head and doesn’t let it go off in a 

handbasket. 

 

We are preparing for the arrival of our Savior….we prepare through an 

altogether hope that Jesus’ arrival is not in vain…. 

 

So let us light the next Advent candle and move from an almost to an 

altogether hope. 

 

 


