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Something has to change….something needs to be different.  I mean, we can’t keep 

going down the broken road we are on, can we?  Should we?  Will that lead us to health 

and prosperity? 

I see the brokenness in our society in many ways, but what has been particularly 

been on my heart lately is our: 

  Intense political polarization 

  Theological polarization 

  And an extreme inability to converse and discern across    

   differences of thought. 

 

Its as if we as a society are Edward Bear….. 

   

 

 

Perhaps if we could stop bumping our heads for a moment to think more clearly or 

listen for Christ more clearly.   



Which I wonder if that was where some of Jesus’ disciples found themselves after a 

night of unsuccessful fishing. 

 

John 21:1-14 

21 After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; 

and he showed himself in this way. 2 Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas 

called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his 

disciples. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go 

with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 

4 Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it 

was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered 

him, “No.” 6 He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find 

some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so 

many fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon 

Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped 

into the sea. 8 But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for 

they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards[b] off. 

9 When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and 

bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11 So 

Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-

three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to 

them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are 

you?” because they knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it 

to them, and did the same with the fish. 14 This was now the third time that Jesus 

appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead. 

~~~~~~ 

 

As I think about this story I wonder how things got to be on that boat through the 

night…did they experience some of what we are experiencing? 

 

All these former fishermen ….. Peter, James and John at least – experts, right? … out 

fishing and fishing and fishing…and by morning, they have been unsuccessful. 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21%3A1-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26896b


And I wonder: 

 The longer they went without success, and perhaps anxieties increase, so did their 

determination to have success increase and in that situation, did disagreements 

arise among them? 

  “We need to set out over there” 

  “No we need to drop nets here” 

  “I always had success over here” 

 Maybe they argued over the timing of dropping nets or how long before they 

were hauled in 

 Did they each claim to know what was best to do? 

 

I’m just imagining here…..but if there’s any truth to that, that feels a little like where we 

are now as individuals in a society: I’ll be okay with you once you change your mind and 

think like me. 

 

And while I don’t claim to know the path forward, I do believe that we can’t go on 

with what doesn’t work: It’s not getting us anywhere. 

 

But then, as the story goes, something new happens in the morning…. 

Someone from the shore calls out to them 

A voice offers to them a path for success: cast your nets on the right side. 

 

And for some reason they do: 

 Maybe they wondered if it was Jesus….it’s not til later that it is confirmed 

 Maybe they were simply willing to give anything a try. 

And they end up catching an enormous amount of fish. 

 

Now a couple of things to think about: 

 

1) Jesus offered them wisdom from a different vantage point: 

 Standing at the shore he could see where there was a school of fish   

 that they could not see from their vantage point from the boat... 

 And in his grace, he offered them the wisdom of his vantage point 

 

 

  



2) Jesus instructed something that wasn’t the normal practice: 

Boats back then had their steering components on the side of the ships instead 

of in the center rear of the boat; and it was on the right side because like today, 

most folks were right-handed.  So if the steering components were on the right 

side, then nets were typically dropped on the left side to avoid getting tangled in 

the steerage.  

  But here, it ends up that for success, they needed to try  

  something they didn’t normally do. 

   

In short: for them to find success, they were dependent on the instruction Jesus gave 

them. 

  

And I believe the same is true for us.  Our path forward; our path as difference-makers is 

going to require that we depend upon Jesus. 

 

We need to depend on Jesus to help us see things from his vantage point, for he can 

see what we cannot: 

Example: he can see where we are each wrong in our thinking, attitudes, 

assumptions and actions; he can see where our pride is failing us.  Psalm 139:  

search me and know me….Nathanael in that boat certainly knew how Jesus knew 

him inside and out…. 

 

We need to depend on Jesus to guide us to do something new: 

Example: like when he teaches us: you’ve heard that it was said, but I say to you… 

 

He is the one for us to listen for 

He is our path forward 

 for he is the one who has seen our humanity up close and personal  

 and he is the one who has pioneered and perfected a path forward for all of 

humanity: through prayer and devotion, through self-denial and sacrifice, 

through love. 

 

And I’ve been thinking a lot about how we can listen for Jesus to speak to us in our 

rough waters of today.  Because all of this sounds nice and neat like a good little 

motivational speech, right?  But actually doing that is another matter.  And what it is, is 

really nothing new: 



We listen within the body of Christ, the church, which, as we remember, is how he is 

present today in the world. 

This is based on the understanding that: 

he promised his followers that he would keep speaking to us, teaching us and 

reminding us 

 He promised the presence of his Holy Spirit to be with us 

  As we work through things --- in his name. 

Where two or more are gather in my name (working through your issues) there I 

will be in the midst of them. 

 

So lately I’ve been talking with some groups in First Church about how do we engage in 

healthy discussion around tough issues as the body of Christ.  And it’s been a fruitful 

conversation and I’m excited to see where this goes…. 

  

Because I believe that as we do learn to listen and discuss in healthy ways our big topics, 

we acknowledge our dependence upon Jesus and we open ourselves to hear him 

through holy conversation; we will hear him calling to us from the shore, giving us 

instruction for our days. 

 

Let me know if you are interested in hearing more about any of this.  But for now, let us 

pray: 

 

Let’s pray: 

Lord Jesus, you promised to the earliest disciples you would send your Holy Spirit to us 

to teach us and remind us of all you have taught.  We depend upon that promise today, 

so we pray: send your Spirit to us in these days and help us stop bumping our heads 

together that we may find a better way – come bring a Gospel difference to the world 

through us.  Amen.  

 


