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Mark 4:35-41  
35 On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across 

to the other side.” 36 And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with 

them in the boat, just as he was. Other boats were with him. 37 A great 

windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was 

already being swamped. 38 But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; 

and they woke him up and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we 

are perishing?” 39 He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, 

“Peace! Be still!” Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. 40 He 

said to them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” 41 And they were 

filled with great awe and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even 

the wind and the sea obey him?” 

 

~~~~~~ 

 

I’ve never really spent much time on boats…and when I do, it always takes 

me a little time to get used to it and be comfortable – and I’ve only ever 

been on a boat when it’s sunny and warm. 

  

So I know I can’t relate to what it’s like to be in a boat in the midst of a 

storm…. 

 

But I do know what it’s like to be in a storm – whether that is a literal storm 

with thunder and hail or a figurative storm when life is interrupted and 

uncertain 



 Feel swamped with emotions;  

 perhaps feel threatened or unsafe 

 Not sure how long its going to last and what comes next 

 

So in that way, whether we are boat lovers or not, I think we can all relate to 

being in a storm – like this - an unexpected change in the life of this 

congregation. 

 

And if that’s true, then perhaps we can also relate to the experience of 

those disciples of long ago: 

 

Relate to: THE UNEXPECTEDNESS OF IT ALL 

A great windstorm arose…. the Sea of Galilee is nearly 700 feet 

below sea level. The sea's location makes it subject to sudden and 

violent storms as the wind comes over the eastern mountains and drops 

suddenly onto the sea. 

 

Likewise, this storm came suddenly; from nowhere it seems  

It was just sunny! 

Did you know it was going to rain? 

 

Relate to: THE EMOTIONAL REACTION 

When faced with the unexpected storm, the disciples had a very emotional 

reaction: they go to Jesus who is sleeping….How can he sleep through this?  

“Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” 

 

This statement: I hear panic, anxiety, and perhaps even some anger…. 

 

 



And I’m quite sure we can relate to those kinds of reactions: 

 Anxiety:  filled with questions:  what’s going to happen?  How will we 

move on? 

 Frustration: “lack of control; things change;  

 Anger: why can’t we have a different conclusion?  Why did this storm 

have to come in the first place? 

 

The emotional response of the disciples is so palpable; so familiar to us and 

so it’s important for us to remember that having emotions does not mean 

that God is not with us.  For there Jesus was right in the midst of it all – 

feeling the storm around them and feeling the storm within them. 

 

Relate to: HELPING EACH OTHER 

Not specifically spelled out in the story, but something for us to take note 

of: even in their dire and dangerous circumstances, they all remained in the 

boat, no one went overboard 

Hung in with each other,  

Helping each other….with the sails, bailing water, steering into the 

waves so not to be tipped over 

 

Likewise, it is important for us to hang on to one another, help one another, 

listen, reach out, make sure no one goes overboard. 

 

WHAT COMES AFTER THE STORM 

Yes, we may definitely relate to what those earliest disciples were 

experiencing in their storm 

….and that just may help us to reach the next reality in the story as well: the 

presence of God in the storm brings peace after the storm. 

 



Jesus quite literally speaks to the storm….. 

settles out the storm, makes the wind and the waves die down….. 

 

and he is speaking into our storm as well to bring us to a place of peace. 

 

And maybe you’re not at that place of peace yet and that would certainly 

be understandable. 

But Jesus beckons us to be there; he said to the disciples: “Have you no 

faith?” 

 

He was asking them and asking us as well to remember and recall our faith. 

 

And if you cannot answer that question right now, let me hold onto the 

answer for you and declare: 

Yes, you do have faith…. 

I have seen it; experienced it for myself.   

Faith in a storm-still, death-conquering, grace-giving Lord is one of the 

ways this congregation is defined in my mind – has been since I first met 

you. 

 

Yes, this is a storm…..but God is with us in it; just like he was with those 

disciples long ago. 

 

And just like with those disciples long ago, when the storm settled down, 

their voyage with Jesus continued. 

Ours will too. 

 

 

 



Let us pray: 

Lord Jesus, when the storms of life rage, anchor us to you. When 

despair and worry numb our spirits, give us hope. When we stumble 

and fall, lift us up. When doubts assail us, give us faith. When nothing 

seems sure, give us trust. When ideals fade, give us vision. When we 

lose our way, be our guide! That we may find peace in your presence, 

purpose in doing your will, and strength to be your church in these 

days.  In your holy name we pray. Amen. 

 


