
Sermon Series: Difference-Maker 
 
January 24th by Pastor Cesar Hernandez. 

“Qualified or Equipped” Luke 5:6-10 
 
 
A few weeks ago, I was playing a card game with my family and other relatives who came to                   
visit us, and a question from the facilitator came up and it was “When men are together having                  
a conversation, what is the main theme among them?” there were 7 possible answers and they                
were in order of priority. The themes were varied but I answered one of them, number five and                  
it was sports. Yes, sports are a big topic between men. 

Now, talking about sports, I was thinking how coaches and players are selected, by who               
they are selected? the CEO’s of the teams? And, if that is true, who chooses the CEO? I am                   
assuming that there is a process of selection. It has to be a series of requirements of course                  
based upon the position and the sport. You know, each coach needs to possess several qualities                
in order to be hire to lead the team, as well as coaches demand a lot from the players to                    
perform a good job and have successful results, what I mean with that is to win games. 

 
Every player needs to be called to play in the position that they are good at, correct?                 

The coach will not place an offense player in the defense, right? Or for those who play soccer, a                   
goalie cannot play as forward or vice versa right? Unless, this player qualifies for the position                
and receives the right training and is being equip to perform the task. Every player, every coach,                 
every CEO, every worker in any factory driving forklift or operating a machine needs to be                
qualify for the position or something catastrophic could happen. This is easy to understand for               
us in our context. 
That’s why Jesus when He was walking that morning around the Sea of Galilee, according to the                 
Gospel of Luke, He approached Simon (Peter), the fisherman to do a similar job, but in a                 
different setting.  Let’s take a look what the Word of God says in the Gospel of Luke 5:5-10 

5 Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything. But           
because you say so, I will let down the nets.” 6 When they had done so, they caught such a large                    
number of fish that their nets began to break. 7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat                 
to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink.                   
8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a                    
sinful man!” 9 For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had                
taken, 10 and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners. Then Jesus said to                
Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.” 

We are in the third week of the sermon series “Difference-Maker” and today the theme               
is “qualified”. We finished two weeks ago with the concept of being call by Jesus, take the boat                  
into the deep and throw the nets again to see results. What I mean with this sentence is that                   
being call by Jesus is push out our lives into the deep when we don’t know exactly the results,                   
knowing that when we let down our lives, we will receive a lot of blessings from Jesus, the one                   
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who guide us and tell us to move out of the shore, move our lives in a place in which God will                      
make us Difference-Maker and He will qualified us for the right job. 

 
On this account, the Bible says that they had fished all night and caught nothing and                

they were washing the nets when Jesus walked through. Keep in mind, if nets are not washed                 
and stretched out to dry, they rot and break easily, so they need to be wash and air dry to                    
continue working when the night comes. I can imagine the level of frustration of Peter and his                 
workers that morning, returning from work tired, exhausted and with the nets empty… it’s so               
sad and depressing, right? How many times we have the same feeling of frustration after we                
undertake on something and nothing works?  
It is in that morning after a poor night of work, that Jesus enters Peter’s boat and request that                   
they move out a little from the shore. It is in that morning that Jesus not just called Peter and                    
encouraged him to depend on Him; it was also in that morning that Jesus assigned Peter to do                  
another task, to fish for people.  
 

Remember, Peter was a professional fisherman; he owned his own boat, a mini fish              
company. It is possible, according to the scriptures that at least seven of the disciples were                
fishermen (John 21:1-3), but Peter was the boss of the group and even with his impulsive                
character, he was leading that company.  
Consider the fact that fishermen generally have the qualities that make for success in serving               
their community, I mean, fishing was one of the economic incomes in that community. Fishing               
takes courage and daring, patience and determination to work on the seas, and it also takes a                 
great deal of faith. Yes, a deal of faith to go and work every night, expecting to return the                   
following day to the shore with a good catch of fishes, ready for all merchants to start buying                  
and sell their fishes.  
 

Fishermen needed to be willing to work together and helped one another every time              
and every night, correct? They were using nets, not hooks, meaning that they helped one               
another at nights. They had the skills necessary and were qualified to get the job done quickly                 
and efficiently. 
If I was the one working the entire night and caught nothing, I would probably end up selling                   

my nets or not washing them and quit. I wonder how many times had happen to Peter, this                  
exact situation; I wonder if he had in mind once to quit and find another way to survive…                  
probably not, because true fishermen like Peter don’t quit.  
 

Simon (Peter) kept on working while Jesus used his boat as a platform or pulpit to teach                 
and preach the good news of the Gospel. What I want to say with this brother and sister in                   
Christ, friend… is that every boat, meaning every life, each one of you… you are a pulpit, please                  
do not misunderstanding this; you are a pulpit, an instrument to give out, to share the Word of                  
God in an attempt to catch fish, to call others for salvation.  
 

I hope you are understanding what I am trying to say this morning. We are almost done                 
with the first month of the year and God is not just calling us to be Difference-Makers in 2021.                   
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Jesus is also equipping us with confidence, trust, and passion to use our lives, I mean our boats                  
as the pulpit in which we all can spread the good news of salvation to anybody. 

 
 
I want you to wear for a moment Peter’s sandals; what would you do in Peter’s                

condition? I imagine Peter cleaning the nets or just washing the boat but listening to Jesus                
preaching, Peter was a captive audience. Whatever Peter was doing, he was listening and              
obeying what Jesus was teaching, the Bible says in (Rom. 10:17 NIV), “So then faith comes from                 
hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word about Christ”. In a short                
period of time, Peter would have to exercise his faith; how many times Peter saw Jesus                
teaching before? A few times? I mean how long Jesus was teaching from Peter’s boat? Half                
hour? an hour? Two hours?... Jesus purpose was to equipped Peter with faith and confidence.               
First, He told Peter to move out into the deep as we talked in the first sermon of the series and                     
second, He asked Peter to throw the nets, to fish again. 

 
You know, Peter's answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught             

anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets.” (Luke 5:5). After, that moment in                  
which they began to pull out the nets, the Bible says that “both boats were full and began to                   
sink”, because they were full of fishes, after that moment where there was nothing, now there                
is everything. 

Jesus equipped Peter with confidence and security to fully commit himself to be a              
Difference- Maker. If Peter had not listened and obeyed the first command from Jesus to move                
out into the deep, he would never have participated in the miracle of the fishes.  
Therefore, Jesus is equipping us today with more faith, with more confidence, with more love,               
with more commitment, with more courage, with more enthusiasm, with more gratitude and             
more passion for the lost. We also have to pay attention and continue learning from Peter, and                 
listen well and obey what Jesus is asking us to do today for God’s people. So, do not worry                   
about year 2020, now is part of the past, just focus on all the blessings that will come from God                    
if we allow him to climb into our boats (I mean lives) and obey what he asks us to do. 
 

Honestly, Peter exercised his faith very well in that short period of time; after all, Jesus                
the guy who was walking that morning, was a carpenter by trade (Mark 6:3), and what do                 
carpenters know about fishing? It was a well-known fact that, in the Sea of Galilee, you caught                 
fish at night in the shallow water, not in the daytime or around 9am; and also, you catch fish in                    
the deep water and not just few feet away from the shore. 

 
In conclusion, what Jesus was asking Peter to do was completely different to all his               

training and experience but anyway, Peter obeyed. Peter was willing to surrender to the              
authority of Jesus even though he did not understand all that the Lord was doing. But Jesus was                  
equipping Peter to step out and be a Difference-Maker. 
In the verse 8, the Bible says that Peter fell into his knees, he was afraid, Jesus is no longer a                     
master, for Peter, now Jesus is Lord. Then Jesus said to Peter, “Don’t be afraid; from now on,                  
you will fish for people.”   
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Jesus’ gives to Peter the perfect tool “the courage” in which he and also you and I can                  

move to the next level, the level of trust. Jesus removed Peter’s fear. Then Peter leaves                
everything behind: his fears, his boats, his nets, and who knows what else, just because now                
Peter was qualified by Jesus to fish for people and this changed completely Peter’s life.  
Peter’s life change begins because the way he responded to that success; he didn’t claim that                
the catch of all the fishes was because of his hard work. No, he immediately called his partners                  
to share it. Peter understood that he was a channel of blessing, to share with others what Jesus                  
had graciously given to him. 
 
 

4 
 


