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As we read last week, Jesus’ final week began with his righteous display in the temple as 

he overturned the tables of the festival businesses.  Causing a stir….excitement.  People 

were talking.  About Jesus.  Some folks were obviously excited about what Jesus had 

said and done: 

 “That’s right!”   

 “He’s speaking the truth.”  

 “I never liked those merchants.”   

 “Somebody needed to call out those unfair practices.”   

 “We do need to focus on our prayer life.”   

The story reported how people were responding to Jesus’ call to faithfulness; mind you, 

a call that was not put out by the religious leaders of the day. 

 

And it seems like those leaders fumed about it all night.  For the story goes on: 

 

Mark 11:27-33 
27 They arrived again in Jerusalem, and while Jesus was walking in the temple courts, the 

chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders came to him. 28 “By what authority 

are you doing these things?” they asked. “And who gave you authority to do this?” 
29 Jesus replied, “I will ask you one question. Answer me, and I will tell you by what 

authority I am doing these things. 30 John’s baptism—was it from heaven, or of human 

origin? Tell me!” 
31 They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will ask, 

‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ 32 But if we say, ‘Of human origin’ …” (They feared the 

people, for everyone held that John really was a prophet.) 
33 So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.” 

Jesus said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.” 

~~~~~~ 

 

They needed to know “what gives you the right to do what you did?” and “just who do 

you think you are?” 

 



And Jesus could have simply responded: 

“My father in heaven has authorized me.” 

He could have just said, “God spoke directly to me, directing me.” 

He could have said, “the Father and I are One; my heart and mind are His and vice 

versa”. 

 

True statements as those may be, my guess is any response he had would have fallen on 

deaf ears…because they have not believed from the very beginning.  All the way back to 

the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, which was announced by John.  They wouldn’t have 

believed him because they didn’t believe in what John was doing….in Matthew’s gospel, 

John called out the Pharisees and Sadducees desire for baptism to be false.  He called 

them a brood of vipers and claimed that they weren’t there for baptism because they 

did not show the fruit of real repentance. 

 

So Jesus is a little hamstrung in answering their question….anything he would say 

wouldn’t matter. 

 

So he questions them about their response to John’s ministry.  

  

 Was John’s baptism from God? 

….”then you already have your answer: If John was authorized by God, then so is 

my ministry that John announced” 

OR 

 Was John’s baptism made up? 

….well they couldn’t say that because John died a martyr and his witness was still 

strong among the people; folks were still grieving him. 

 

This whole scenario seems to illustrate a reality that we all need to realize: 

 We are stubborn. 

 We hate to admit we were wrong. 

 

Jesus’ opponents refuse to answer for fear of being wrong….so they say they don’t know 

 

They show us our tendencies to avoid admitting we are wrong – we will dig in, defend, 

and refuse to change in whatever way we can…. 

And that is obvious from the very beginning: 



 Remember the story of Adam and Eve? 

They did what they weren’t supposed to 

 

But along came that fateful day when they somehow decided that  disobedience had 

it’s upside and they were going to take that chance. 

   

And they didn’t want to admit they were wrong…so they hid; from each other (making 

clothes from fig leaves to hide their nakedness) and then hiding from God  

   

And then when confronted by God, they dug in and defended themselves…. 

 Adam:  It was her…and it was you because you gave me her  

 Eve:  It was the snake 

 

And we see this behavior still playing out.  It’s playing out here in this story: 

  

The Pharisees can’t admit they are wrong about John because then we have no case 

against Jesus 

  

And they just can’t bring themselves to admit Jesus is right about the temple’s sacred 

nature being destroyed by the merchants. 

 

After all - They have already invested so much in denying Jesus’ ministry: 

 they criticized his healing ministry when the paralyzed man that was carried by 

his friends was healed by Jesus – along with his sins being forgiven.  They said, 

“Why does this fellow speak in this way?  It is blasphemy!” 

 they criticized him for eating with tax collectors and sinners 

 they criticized him and his disciples for eating when others were fasting and for 

plucking grain on the Sabbath and for not properly washing their hands 

 they actively looked for Jesus to heal a man with a withered hand on the Sabbath 

so they could accuse him again….actively watching for him to break the law so 

they can discredit Jesus.  At this point, they are so invested that they begin their 

plans for how to destroy him 

 they call him “Beelzebul” or “Satan” and that is how he can cast out demons 

 they have refused to see all his healings and miracles as signs and then go and 

demand a sign from him 



 and now they refused to see the truth in Jesus’ words in cleansing the temple.  

They refused to say within themselves, “You know, I hate to admit it, but he’s 

right.” 

 

They are so obviously committed to their witch hunt on Jesus and it seems like their 

pride doesn’t allow them to now say “maybe we’ve been wrong about you”….well, they 

just aren’t willing to do that. 

  

No, they need to play this out. 

  

We do this too….. 

 We do that with each other as we have seen in the current state of our culture: 

label, blame, discredit.  Repeat. 

 

 And we do that with God when we refuse to confess our sin and our need for 

divine grace 

   

But if we want to play this game, we need to be ready, because it is a heavy burden to 

carry 

 It’s real work to keep refusing to see our sin 

 It’s a burden to keep holding onto the position that we’ve always been right 

 It’s hard to keep up the façade of: “who do you think you are Jesus?” 

  

It’s a burden especially when it leads us all the way to the cross….because there we 

cannot look up at the cross of Jesus who dies there for the sins of the world and still say, 

“I was right and you were wrong” 

 

And so, with the refusal of the Pharisees to confess their mistaken claims about Jesus, 

one more step is taken away from “Hosanna” and towards “Crucify him”. 

 

Perhaps we can keep ourselves from taking that step as we enter into a time of 

confession now….and we can do so with calm assurance, because Jesus will meet us 

there with his grace. 


