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So a little recap of the events so far following “Hosanna”, events that lead to “crucify 

him”: 

  

 Jesus over turned the merchant tables and declared that God’s house was a den 

of robbers 

 The religious leaders came up to him and questioned him…and they entered into 

a battle of wits 

Today we look at what happens next….but it’s important for us to remember when all 

this happened: 

 

All this takes places during the era of the Second Temple. 

So let’s begin with a little background. 

 

The First Temple was built by King Solomon in 1000 BC*** and then destroyed in 586 BC 

*** by the Babylonian army when they conquered and took the Jews into exile.  So that 

temple stood for 414 years *** – years in which the people of God were not always 

faithful to God.  See, there were a series of kings over the course of that time that did, as 

the Bible says, “what is evil in the sight of the Lord”.   

That unfaithfulness was called out by numerous prophets, including Isaiah.  One 

of his writings was a parable about a vineyard that was planted but that only 

produced wild grapes, *** That vineyard symbolized the Jewish people and their 

unfaithfulness. 

So they were conquered and taken into Babylon.  That lasted for nearly 50 years until 

539 BC  ***   

 

One of the first things those folks did was rebuild the Temple. *** 

  

This became known as the Second Temple 

  

And with it came the vows to be faithful 

 “Let’s never let that happen again!”  

 “We need to remain a people faithful to the Lord!” 



 

They scared of their past and not wanting to repeat what happened before. 

 

And so it was always a struggle of religious leaders to keep the nation faithful.  Such was 

the case – down through the years of Second Temple Judaism…..to the time of Jesus. 

 

But in their quest for faithfulness, they had become something they had worked so hard 

to avoid – something Jesus pointed out to them right after they questioned his 

authority.  Let’s listen. 

 

Mark 12:1-12 

Jesus then began to speak to them in parables: “A man planted a vineyard. He put a wall 

around it, dug a pit for the winepress and built a watchtower. Then he rented the 

vineyard to some farmers and moved to another place. 2 At harvest time he sent a 

servant to the tenants to collect from them some of the fruit of the vineyard. 3 But they 

seized him, beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 4 Then he sent another servant 

to them; they struck this man on the head and treated him shamefully. 5 He sent still 

another, and that one they killed. He sent many others; some of them they beat, others 

they killed. 
6 “He had one left to send, a son, whom he loved. He sent him last of all, saying, ‘They 

will respect my son.’ 
7 “But the tenants said to one another, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him, and the 

inheritance will be ours.’ 8 So they took him and killed him, and threw him out of the 

vineyard. 
9 “What then will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and kill those tenants and 

give the vineyard to others. 10 Haven’t you read this passage of Scripture: 

“‘The stone the builders rejected 

    has become the cornerstone; 
11 the Lord has done this, 

    and it is marvelous in our eyes’[a]?” 
12 Then the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders looked for a way to arrest 

him because they knew he had spoken the parable against them. But they were afraid of 

the crowd; so they left him and went away. 

~~~~~~~ 

 

A parable of a vineyard?  That must have caught their attention when Jesus said:  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+12%3A1-12&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24685a


 A man planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it,  dug a pit for the winepress 

and built a watchtower. 

They recognize that image from Isaiah’s writings, you know Isaiah who warned their 

ancestors of unfaithfulness: 

 My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill.  He  

 dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with  

 choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, 

 and hewed out a wine vat in it; 

Jesus is giving them a remix of Isaiah’s vineyard parable…. 

 

But this time the unfaithfulness is depicted differently. 

  

The unfaithfulness is focused on the tenants not on the grapes. 

  

The focus is on who is in charge, not the everyday people like before. 

 And well, those religious leaders – they were in  charge. 

And Jesus was naming their unfaithfulness: 

 You’re still not really being faithful to God  

 Nothing has changed ….the exile didn’t change things. 

 People’s hearts are still not properly before the Lord. 

  

In this parable, Jesus was declaring – right to their faces – that though they had all the 

appearance of faithfulness, they weren’t being faithful.  They were continuing to send 

the prophets away …But Jesus had said this to them before: 

 When the Pharisees got uptight with the disciples lack  of ritual cleanliness:  

Jesus responded quoting Isaiah:   this people honors me with their lips, but their   

 hearts are far from me; in vain do they worship me,  teaching human precepts 

as doctrines *** 

Not only that, but in this parable Jesus was declaring – right to their faces – that he 

knew what they were up to.   

 “But the tenants said to one another, ‘This is the heir.  Come, let’s kill him, and 

the inheritance will be  ours.’ 8 So they took him and killed him, and threw  him 

out of the vineyard. 

He told them that he knew they were planning on having him killed in the attempt to 

keep what belongs to God for themselves. 

 



And he was declaring – right to their faces – that their plan will fail.   
  What then will the owner of the vineyard do? He will  

 come and kill those tenants and give the vineyard to  

 others.  

Their attempt to keep the vineyard for themselves will result in having it taken away 

from them by God and given to others. 

 

It’s a hard thing to discover that you’ve become what you worked so hard to avoid…it’s 

so much easier to just keep denying the truth and stay your own course. 

 

And so the steps of the week continue… 

 Then the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the  elders looked for a way to 

arrest him because they  knew he had spoken the parable against them. 

And the shouts of “Hosanna” grow fainter while the cries of “crucify him” grow closer. 

 

Let’s enter into our time of prayer and confession 

 

Almighty God, just like a gardener plants a vineyard for a purpose, you have created us 

for a purpose.  We are created for covenant relationship.  We are created for 

faithfulness.  We are created for your glory. We confess that what you have expected 

has not come to pass - not because of what you haven’t done but because of what we 

have done and left undone. We have yielded the wild grapes of selfishness and betrayal; 

the wild grapes of jealousy and hatred; wild grapes that deny our relationship with 

you.  Forgive us we pray.  As a gardener would, cut away from us those dead places that 

we may flourish in your kingdom, established in the name of Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  Amen. 

 

 


