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So far, they haven’t been able to shut Jesus down: 

 They cannot prove he doesn’t have authority, though they themselves cannot 

accept that he does 

 Jesus has called them out as having the look of faithfulness but not really being 

faithful 

 And they remain confounded with Jesus’ popularity with the people. 

 

So their next step is to try to trap him and by his answers, let him convict himself of not 

being a good Jew.  Then they will have the proof they need to stop him. 

So let’s listen for the first trap 

 

Mark 12:13-17 
13 Later they sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to Jesus to catch him in his 

words. 14 They came to him and said, “Teacher, we know that you are a man of integrity. 

You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no attention to who they are; but you 

teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. Is it right to pay the imperial tax[a] to 

Caesar or not? 15 Should we pay or shouldn’t we?” 

But Jesus knew their hypocrisy. “Why are you trying to trap me?” he asked. “Bring me a 

denarius and let me look at it.” 16 They brought the coin, and he asked them, “Whose 

image is this? And whose inscription?” 

“Caesar’s,” they replied. 
17 Then Jesus said to them, “Give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is 

God’s.” 

And they were amazed at him. 

~~~~ 

 

Their question meant that he would either make himself unpopular with the crowds if he 

answered “yes” we need to pay our taxes to Caesar.  That would mean that he 

supported the Roman rule; in essence he would be saying that he supported this pagan 

country having taken over his own country.   

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+12%3A13-34&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24688a


Or if he answered that he didn’t support paying taxes to Caesar, then he would be 

politically suspect and they could label him as a trouble-maker, a zealot who would 

bring danger to their fragile relationship with the Romans.  That answer could show that 

he could bring more persecution to the people. 

 

In their minds, there was no way out of this trap.  They are trying to get him to say 

something that will show that he is not a good and faithful Jew.  

 

So they ask him a question that sounds faithful:  is it lawful to pay the tax to Caesar….we 

know you’re a man of integrity…you’re faithful to God. 

  

In some ways it sounds like what Christians have been doing to each other…trying to 

disprove each other’s faithfulness in the political arena with highly charged political 

topics. 

 

But Jesus is too wise….he shifts the conversation away from the politically charged 

question to a theological one which gets at the heart of what it really means to be a 

good Jew.  

 A good Jew gives to God what is God’s…. 

His answer publically convicts them instead of convicting himself. 

 

That obviously didn’t work….so it seemed the Pharisees tagged out and the Sadducees 

tagged in.  Let’s listen again: 

 

Mark 12:18-27 
18 Then the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to him with a 

question. 19 “Teacher,” they said, “Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies and 

leaves a wife but no children, the man must marry the widow and raise up offspring for 

his brother. 20 Now there were seven brothers. The first one married and died without 

leaving any children. 21 The second one married the widow, but he also died, leaving no 

child. It was the same with the third. 22 In fact, none of the seven left any children. Last of 

all, the woman died too. 23 At the resurrection[b] whose wife will she be, since the seven 

were married to her?” 
24 Jesus replied, “Are you not in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the 

power of God? 25 When the dead rise, they will neither marry nor be given in marriage; 

they will be like the angels in heaven. 26 Now about the dead rising—have you not read 
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in the Book of Moses, in the account of the burning bush, how God said to him, ‘I am 

the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’[c]? 27 He is not the God of 

the dead, but of the living. You are badly mistaken!” 

~~~~~~ 

The Sadducees bring in their powerhouse theological question…trying to prove this 

whole madness of life after death is ridiculous.  They didn’t believe in such; it was a 

newer theological construct; they thought it was unjustified in Scripture.  So they try to 

use the tradition to show that the notion of life after death just isn’t going to work.  

They use the tradition of kinsman-redeemer….. 

 

If a woman marries all these brothers – one after the other after each one dies, whose 

wife will she be in the resurrection….and it would be ridiculous if she had more than one 

husband right?   

 

Instead of being trapped by their question, Jesus calls them out for two things: 

 That they didn’t understand the Scripture.  They obviously haven’t understood 

that the new creation is not held to the bounds, traditions, and constraints of the 

former creation.  Daniel 12 promises a special, angelic immortality to those who 

are faithful. 

 That they didn’t have much belief.  In their stance against resurrection, they are 

basically saying that they don’t belief God has the power to give life 

 

The religious leaders are now 0 for 2….and then the unthinkable happens.  All this time, 

they are trying to get Jesus to convict himself in the court of public opinion.  They didn’t 

stop to consider that in playing this game, their team might actually lose a player. 

 

Let’s listen one more time:  Mark 12:28-34 
28 One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus 

had given them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the 

most important?” 
29 “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, 

the Lord is one.[d] 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your mind and with all your strength.’[e] 31 The second is this: ‘Love your 

neighbor as yourself.’[f] There is no commandment greater than these.” 
32 “Well said, teacher,” the man replied. “You are right in saying that God is one and 

there is no other but him. 33 To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding 
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and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important than 

all burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 
34 When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from 

the kingdom of God.” And from then on no one dared ask him any more questions. 

~~~~~~~ 

 

In giving Jesus space to speak, of course they drew a crowd of observers.  People 

hearing Jesus’ responses to these traps and one of the religious leaders ends up having 

a moment with Jesus….when they realize they are in agreement about living the faith. 

 He says: “I hear your good answers” and “Well said, teacher.  You are right.” 

 Jesus says: “you are so close to the kingdom” 

In their testing of Jesus – all they ended up with was losing one of their own to Jesus 

and giving Jesus an audience to strengthen his ministry.  After all, Jesus and that teacher 

are talking about the high commandment of loving each other….obviously something 

that not portrayed by the Pharisees and Sadducees. 

 

Such an important thing for us to remember: if we are going to argue with God, it would 

be best to come to the argument expecting to learn something and be changed 

ourselves. 

  

That’s been the experience of not only the Pharisees and Sadducees 

 It was the experience of Peter when he said, this must never happen to you! 

 It was the experience of Martha after Lazarus died…if you would have been here 

my brother wouldn’t have died! 

 It was the experience of Job…why God; where is the fairness and justice of it all? 

 It was the experience of Moses…I can’t go there, I can’t speak, send someone else 

 It was the experience of Adam and Eve…it wasn’t really my fault 

 

My guess is we’ve all experienced arguments with God in which we come away being 

changed. 

 

So now, Jesus’ enemies, refusing to be changed, have to think of a new approach to get 

rid of him; this plan obviously failed.  So their scheming continues and one more step is 

taken toward the cries of “crucify him” 

 

 


