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Before Jesus criticized the scribes 

Before he debated with religious leaders 

Before his authority was questioned. 

Before he overturned the market in the Temple. 

The week began on a joyful note: 

 

Mark 11:1-11 

11 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of 

Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, 

and just as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever 

ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 3 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, 

‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here shortly.’” 
4 They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway. As they untied 

it, 5 some people standing there asked, “What are you doing, untying that colt?” 6 They 

answered as Jesus had told them to, and the people let them go. 7 When they brought 

the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks over it, he sat on it. 8 Many people spread their 

cloaks on the road, while others spread branches they had cut in the fields. 9 Those who 

went ahead and those who followed shouted, 

“Hosanna![a]” 

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”[b] 
10 “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!” 

“Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
11 Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple courts. He looked around at 

everything, but since it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the Twelve. 

~~~~ 

 

Jesus didn’t just walk into Jerusalem. 

He stages a very particular entrance. 

And what he does must have been a relief for the disciples because up until then they 

seemed to be confused about what Jesus was truly all about. 

 He kept talking about how he was going to die. 

 But he also kept on healing and teaching – doing all the things that pointed to 

life. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mARK+11%3A1-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24650a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mARK+11%3A1-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24650b


 

And so when he entered into Jerusalem on a donkey, he was basically claiming his role 

as messiah and king….he was enacting an ancient prophesy from Zechariah: “look your 

king comes to you, humble and riding on a donkey” 

 

And their actions celebrated that: 

 They shouted “Hosanna” 

 Which were words shouted to a conquering king…something Herod didn’t live 

 into 

 They shouted “blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord” 

Which were words shouted toward one who would release Israel from the control 

of another nation….also something the current King, Herod, hadn’t done. 

 And they laid their cloaks and branches at his feet to walk upon 

 Which meant that they were accepting him as their new king. 

 

Finally!  They celebrated…God had sent the new king who would bring deliverance from 

the Romans. 

 

Little did they know:  how much of what they said was spot on – but so misunderstand. 

 Yes, Jesus came to be a messiah-king…but not as a warrior king.  Warrior kings 

ride horses.  He rode a donkey - which signifies humility and peacefulness. 

 Yes, Jesus was sent in God’s name to save…but his salvation was not from the 

Roman government.  His salvation was from the ultimate human enemy: sin and 

death.   

 Yes, Jesus was welcomed by the crowd as the new king…but he was a king not 

just for them, the first century Jews; he was and is a king for all people 

throughout all of time. 

 

No doubt, those in the story did not understand everything Jesus was about at that 

point. 

 And yet they celebrated him. 

 

We get to know more - beyond what they did at that point. 

   

So I call us – these thousands of years later - to welcome Jesus today. 

As Lord and King over our lives. 

 As the one who saves us from our ultimate enemy. 

 As the one we bow before and lift our hands in praise for. 



  

MESSAGE part 2 – “What Happened to Judas? 

 

Yes, the week started out so beautifully.  Then of course, the turmoil – all that we have 

studied throughout Lent.  And then, we get to this: 

 

Mark 14:10-11 
10 Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the chief priests to betray Jesus to 

them. 11 They were delighted to hear this and promised to give him money. So he 

watched for an opportunity to hand him over. 

~~~~~ 

What happened to Judas do you think? 

I mean, “How could he?” 

After all he had seen Jesus do. 

After all the miles he had walked with Jesus. 

After all the truth he heard Jesus speak. 

And after shouting, I assume, ‘hosanna’ himself. 

 

How could he?  What happened? 

 

I wonder because there’s always been a part of me that feels for his lost-ness.  Anger, 

yes, but still, heartache because he is no less human than the rest of us.  So what could 

have happened? 

 

Maybe he coveted.  

After following Jesus for all that time, he still didn’t have any place of position or power 

to speak of really.  Certainly not like the scribes did. 

And after following Jesus, I’m quite sure he didn’t have riches to show for it….and maybe 

he desired that.  We know after all, that he did dip into the common wallet every so 

often.   

  

Maybe he coveted something that following Jesus hadn’t offered him: power and 

money. 

 

Maybe he was jealous. 

He does not get mentioned much.  He does not seem to be a primary disciples.  He did 

not get to the mountaintop like Peter, James and John did.  He did not walk on water 



like Peter.  He did not enjoy a certain close friendship with Jesus like John did.  Maybe 

he felt jealous and thus, betrayed.  And people who feel betrayed tend to enact betrayal. 

 

Or Maybe he undertood more than the others. 

Everyone else seemed to miss the point that Jesus was making: the kind of messiah he 

would be.  Not a sit-on-the-throne ruler.  Not a warrior king.  But a messiah who would 

die and “give his life as a ransom for many”.  And maybe Judas wanted Jesus to be the 

other kind of messiah….enough to try to force Jesus’ hand.  That if he was arrested, 

there just might be a fight. 

 

What happened to Judas?  Maybe any one of these or maybe something else.  Whatever 

it was, it made him susceptible to the powers of darkness. 

 

What happened to Judas? 

It’s a good question.  And even more relevant: “How do we keep it from happening to 

us?” 

 

Lord, Jesus, have mercy on us as we enter into our time of confession: 

 

Lord Jesus, the first part of today’s story is wonderful.  Our thankful and hopeful hearts 

can easily join in the shouts of “hosanna” and “blessed is he who comes in the name of 

the Lord.”  We confess that we would prefer the excitement and party-like and easy-

going atmosphere rather than what comes later in the week.  And we confess that the 

story of betrayal is not just Judas’ story, but the story of every human heart when we 

refuse to accept your Lordship.  Help us to not look away from the story of this week, 

but to walk through it all, all the way to the cross, so that we can experience what next 

Sunday is all about.  Amen. 

 

 


