
Mark 16:1-7 

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome 

bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body. 2 Very early on the first day 

of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb 3 and they asked each 

other, “Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?” 

4 But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been 

rolled away. 5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white 

robe sitting on the right side, and they were alarmed. 

6 “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was 

crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his 

disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as 

he told you.’” 
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It was early Sunday morning…they had bought the spices – probably the night before, 

after the Sabbath was over, after the sun had set.  And they set out on a heavy-hearted 

journey.  To the tomb.  They were going to anoint Jesus’ body. 

  

See, they probably were going to complete the burial ritual.  Jesus had died on Friday 

and his body was taken down from the cross and there was just enough time to get him 

placed in the tomb before the sun went down.  That was all. Once the sun went down, it 

was the Sabbath and they were to wait.  So once the Sabbath was over, they continued 

the heartbreaking task of properly burying Jesus’ body.   

  

I can’t imagine that walk…. 

 What do you suppose they talked about? 

 Maybe they remember what had happened on Friday 

  The scourging 

  The crucifixion 

  The shame and humiliation Jesus bore 



I can’t imagine that walk…. 

 What do you suppose they talked about? 

 Did they divide up the tasks of how they would complete the anointing of the  

  body? 

 Were they practicing the ritual prayers? 

 Were they even remembering how the prayers went. 

 

Whatever was said, or not said, at some point along the way, they realized it: it’s a big 

stone. 

 How would they get it open? 

  It’s an enormous round, flat stone in a groove… 

  A good several tons of weight…it was a huge task they weren’t up for 

themselves. 

 

But of course we know what happened…. 

  

They get there and find that the stone has already been rolled away.   

And the dead body they planned to anoint is not there. 

 And who they encountered was not what they were expecting at all. 

 And that messenger says the most audacious thing: Jesus is raised. 

 

Think about the juxtaposition  

 There’s the problem for rolling the stone  

 And that fact that it was already moved. 

Think about this for a moment: 

 The women were trying to figure out how to roll the stone to go about their  

  purposes…..their purposes of dealing with death 

 But God had rolled the stone for his purposes….. 

 

I don’t think we completely can take in, explain, and process the significance of what 

God has done.   

It’s like seeing something beautiful and looking away because it’s too much to 

comprehend, but today we declare that: 

 

God has rolled the stone – to the end that death is destroyed! 

God has rolled the stone to fulfill a promise. 



God has rolled the stone to bring a victory. 

God has rolled the stone and taken everything broken and redeemed it! – Even an ugly 

Roman cross and nails. 

God has rolled the stone - for the purpose of making all things new! 

 

And friends, Jesus’ resurrection changes everything! Including us: 

 

I think about those women as I think about what we talk about as we are moving along 

these days: 

 We go along and talk and argue about who is right and who is wrong when it 

comes to all our hot social topics...never getting anything resolved. 

 We go along and talk about the worries we have about getting through life: 

finances, relationships, work, school, fitting in, health issues. 

 We go along and talk about how we need more.  More people in church, more 

faith, more kids, better finances.... 

 Or we get sidelined and stagnant, getting caught talking about how things “used 

to be”   

 

And I realize that we are no different than those women: wondering how they are going 

to do it….how we will roll those stones?  They are huge! 

 

Most days I wonder and puzzle about any of these things.  Wonder how we will deal 

with those huge stones that have us buried. 

 

But not today….today I don’t wonder… 

Because today we declare that God has rolled the stone 

 God has made a way 

 

Not just for Jesus out of that tomb  

But for everything! 

 

And it’ll take a little while to wrap our minds around it 

 Just like the women who at first didn’t believe it 

 They were left standing there with their burial spices 

And we may find ourselves caught off guard as well. 



 That God has made a way and it’s our job now to see and live into it – even when 

 it comes to all those impossible things we spend our time wondering about 

 today! 

 

Our God who makes the impossible possible is speaking today to the tough situations 

we face today: 

 God, who has forgiven our sins, can roll back the stone of our grudges and anger 

and animosity with each other. 

 God, who has defeated death, can roll back the stone of our worries about the 

future. 

 God, who has welcomed both Jew and Gentile into his kingdom, can roll back the 

stone of even our modern divisions. 

 God, who has laid down his own life for us, can roll back the stone of our own 

selfish ways. 

 

For we have a God who has: 

 Parted the waters for the sake of deliverance,  

 Torn the veil for the sake of relationship, 

 Rolled the stone for us to live a whole new life.   

 

So friends, let us more fully live in the reality we declare when we say: 

Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


