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It was a big build up to Easter.  But it always is….as we move through a 6 week season of 

Lent, re-reading the passion story, immersing ourselves in what happened there as 

Jesus’ ministry drew into Jerusalem one last time.  All culminating with the celebration of 

resurrection and the age-old proclamation of “he is risen”  “he is risen indeed!” 

 

Now what?  After such a build-up and celebration, we just might wonder: what comes 

next? 

 

For us, in our day and age and culture, our minds shift to the end of school, summer 

plans, gardens, etc.   

 

But what about the bigger theological picture?  What comes next after the resurrection 

reality?  It’s the question that those early disciples probably were trying to figure out 

after they had been following Jesus for 3 years and then the whirlwind of all that 

happened the last week….yes, they experienced the risen Jesus – and that’s, well, we 

may not have adequate words to describe that.  But after all that, what comes next?  

They must have wondered because of how this next story starts off. 

 

John 21:1-8 

Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee. It happened this 

way: 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in 

Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. 3 “I’m going out to 

fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and 

got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.  4 Early in the morning, Jesus 

stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus.  He called out to 

them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?”  “No,” they answered.  6 He said, “Throw your net 

on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” When they did, they were unable 

to haul the net in because of the large number of fish.  7 Then the disciple whom Jesus 

loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, “It is the 

Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped 

into the water. 8 The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for 

they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards.  



~~~~~ 

 

Its seems evident they didn’t know what came next.  They had indeed travelled to 

Galilee, as Jesus told them to.  But when they got there...well, they ended up going back 

to what they were doing before they even met Jesus. 

 They were fishermen 

 And they went back to being fishermen? 

Is that what we are meant to do after celebrating the resurrection? 

I’d say “yes and no” 

 

Yes, we may go back to our everyday livelihoods…teachers, merchants, IT folks, nurses, 

consultants, police officers,  

 But we go back changed. 

 The risen Christ enters into the everyday tasks and transforms it.  

The disciples had a frustrating night of fishing… 

 But that’s probably not the first time. 

And Jesus’ presence transformed their experience….they ended up with an incredible 

catch of fish after all.  An unexpected catch. 

 

And that happens with us as well 

 In the midst of the everyday tasks….when Jesus enters in  

  We make a connection with someone 

  We experience a healed relationship 

  Hope breaks into the hopelessness 

 

But that’s not all that comes next…. 

 

21:9-14 
9 When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some 

bread.  10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” 11 So Simon 

Peter climbed back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 

153, but even with so many the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have 

breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the 

Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the 

fish. 14 This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised 

from the dead. 



~~~~ 

 

What comes next? 

Communion with the Lord takes place. 

 

The last time those disciples ate with Jesus was their shared Passover meal.  When Jesus 

instituted the remembrance of him.  But there’s something about this meal as well.  Fish 

and bread on the beach where Jesus is the host and has set the table and made the 

invitation.  We might call this an eschatological moment….an end-time or eternal 

moment.  Or we might just say that eating with the risen Jesus is the heavenly banquet.   

 

Such is our communion….not just a remembrance of his last meal, but a sharing in what 

is to come: the heavenly banquet. 

 

I know we move through the liturgy and communion like a sacred ritual because it 

is….but I also hope we see it as a shared meal of fulfilled promise. 

 

What comes next after the resurrection?  Once more we return to the story. 

 

21:15-17 
15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you 

love me more than these?”  “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.”  Jesus 

said, “Feed my lambs.”  16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”  He 

answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.”  Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 
17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”  Peter was hurt 

because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all 

things; you know that I love you.”  Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.  

~~~~~~ 

 

What happens next after the resurrection? 

 

A sharing in the mission.   

 

It’s an emotional story this part.  Peter is singled out by Jesus. 



 We know, of course, how Peter, after declaring his “until death” allegiance to 

Jesus very quickly denied knowing Jesus at all.  He fell away from the mission that night.  

Three times he said, “no” to being with Jesus.  And why?   

 Out of fear? 

 Out of embarrassment?  That his leader got arrested and was on trial? 

Whatever the reason in Peter’s heart, he fell away from proclaiming that Jesus was the 

messiah, the Lord. 

 

We probably understand that in various settings ourselves. 

 Worried about being labeled. 

 Worried about being judged for being Christian. 

 Worried about alienating a family member. 

 We might not profess Jesus. 

And we share Peter’s embarrassment, shame, guilt, etc. 

 

Nevertheless, Jesus still gave Peter a place in the mission.  In a poetic conversation, 

mirroring Peter’s denial, Peter now is asked three times if he loves Jesus.  And when he 

says, “yes” that he loves Jesus, Jesus makes it very clear that the way he can express his 

love for Jesus is by caring for Jesus’ people.  “feed my sheep” 

 

And he says it to us as well:  “feed my sheep” 

 Care for my people 

 Even more precisely:  Nurture the faith in others 

 

What comes next for those disciples after all? 

 A holy presence in the everyday 

 A sacred meal  

An ongoing mission  

 

It’s what comes next for you and me. 

 A holy presence:  devoted to Christ 

 A sacred meal:  connected to others 

 An ongoing mission:  sent to serve! 


