
 

MESSAGE - Money and Faith and the Human Heart 

May 16, 2021 

Rev. Lisa Kruse-Safford 

 

There is a crucial connection between our faith and how we live 

 In the DNA of Methodism ….  A legacy of John Wesley….. 

 In the spirit of James 2:14  What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you 

  have faith but do not have works? 

 

And it’s at the heart of what it means to follow Jesus 

Jesus spent a lot of time teaching on how our faith and how we live it out 

 For instance: He wanted us to be aware of what is really in our hearts when we 

practice our faith: 

 When we help someone 

 When we pray…..why are we doing it?  To be seen? Or for something deeper? 

 

And he wanted us to be aware of what is in our heart when it comes to treasure 

 

Now I know we don’t like to talk about money in church 

 Makes us uncomfortable 

 Some of us angry: “they just want my money”   

Leaves pastors torn because the fact of the matter is that there is a lot God has to  

 say in the Bible about money and wealth and its role in our lives.  

 

The Bible speaks to the deep connection between treasure and faith. 

So let’s just admit that we might be uncomfortable so we can hear what Jesus says 

about a very large part of our lives: money. 

 

 

Matthew 6:19-21 
19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin 

destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in 

heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and 

steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 



~~~~~~ 

 

Where moth and vermin… 

 In other translations it says where moth and rust 

 What the core of both means – what eats away at something else. 

  Moths, vermin, rust – it all eats away at things in this world 

 

Would Jesus include treasures that can be dented? 

 

See, I bought a brand new car once.  2006 Pontiac Vibe.  Was cool back then.  Salsa red 

with a sunroof, enhanced sound package and stick shift.  It was a great car.  It was what I 

treated myself to after the mom-van was no longer needed for strollers and diaper bags.  

I loved that car.  Drove away from Marquardt in Barrington feeling good and making 

vows to myself that nothing but water would ever be opened and consumed in that 

car…that every week it would get washed and vacuumed and that great new car smell 

would last as long as possible.  Nothing wrong with that right?  

 

But then a couple weeks later – before it was even close to its first oil change even, I got 

a door ding.  Walked back to my car from the store and there it was – a huge dimple in 

the driver door.  And my stomach just sank.  And then I got mad.  And I bemoaned the 

marred condition of my brand new treasure. 

 

I debated having it fixed, knowing that I didn’t want to deal with any deductible. 

 

And then I worried, well what happens if I set out this money to have it fixed….what’s to 

keep it from getting dented again – or worse.  Would I have a second door ding fixed?  

How much was I going to chase after that “brand new car” feeling? 

 

I realized how much my thoughts and emotions and even my heart had just gotten 

caught up in a thing.  A thing that will eventually become worn out and even unusable.  

A thing that I cannot “take with me”.  And being caught up in all of that, how much 

energy it took away from things that really matter. 

 

Are we uncomfortable yet?  Yeah, sorry.  

 



Now, I’m not advocating that we shouldn’t take care of our things.  I’m not saying that 

we shouldn’t have things.  What I’m getting at is for us to see how much of our hearts 

are consumed or possessed by things. 

Think of that:  

Consumed by things. 

Eaten away at by things. 

Devoured by things. 

 

And I think that’s the deep connection Jesus was getting at here. 

If your things get devoured or stolen or dented, does your heart get devoured or stolen 

as well? 

It does if that’s where our treasures are. 

 

And if our hearts are consumed by the earthly treasures, how can we ever truly take hold 

of the eternal treasures?  And Jesus wants us to.  Jesus came so we can take hold of 

eternal treasures. 

 Those treasures that moth and rust or vermin cannot eat away at. 

 Those treasures that cannot be stolen. 

 

They are treasures in heaven. 

That is a little more difficult to wrap our minds around perhaps, for we can see and feel 

and hold earthly treasures.  We know how to store those up.  But how do you store up a 

heavenly treasure? 

 

Let’s begin with what heavenly treasures just might be: 

 Forgiveness.  What a treasure that is!  To be freed of the guilt of our sins.  We 

store up those treasures in a couple of ways:  1) as we forgive others.  By forgiving other 

we begin to learn how much God loves us when we struggle with forgiving others.  2) 

We also store up that treasure when we truly make confession to God for our sins….for 

it’s hard to receive forgiveness if we don’t see that we need it, right? 

 

 Eternal life – that’s a treasure for sure.  We store that up as we continue to place 

our hope and trust in Jesus, not in money or power or our own righteousness to save us. 

 

 Community where all are valued – that’s a treasure.  We store that up when we 

help someone in need, and welcome or help someone who cannot return the favor. 



That’s eternal because that is like our gift of salvation….we cannot return that favor to 

God by doing the same. 

 

 Communion with God – that’s a treasure.  We store that up when we pray humbly 

and honestly, and not by putting on a show; not to get other people’s attention; not to 

sing our own praises.   

  

 Finally, let me mention: Being a part of something that’s not just about 

ourselves….oh, say, like an eternal kingdom.  We store up that treasure by participating 

in the life of the church through our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service and our 

witness. 

 

Storing up treasures.   

It’s really a matter of the heart.  And Jesus wants us to be aware of what our heart 

values; what we hold dear; what we feel gives our lives meaning. 

 

So how do you know what your treasure is and what kind of treasure it is….earthly or 

heavenly? 

 

Be honest with ourselves….. 

 What do I really value?  

 What has captured my heart; what do I treasure?  

 What do I pray about?  How do I spend my time?  What consumes my thoughts? 

 What do I obsess over?   

 Does it have the potential to eat away at my heart –  

or does it help my heart embrace the eternal? 

 

May God give us grace to deal with these questions, remembering that Jesus wants us 

to be aware of how our faith is lived out. 

 

So let us:  

Cry out for insight, and ask for understanding.  Search for them as you would for silver; 

seek them like hidden treasures.   - Proverbs 2:3-4 


