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Pentecost has become known to us as a part of the Christian faith – when the Holy Spirit 

was given. 

But before it was a Christian festival, it was a Jewish festival:   When the day of Pentecost 

came…. 

In the Jewish tradition, Pentecost was a festival in which people brought the first fruits of 

the season in thanksgiving and gratitude to God.  Wheat, barley, figs, pomegranates, 

grapes, olives, and dates were ceremoniously brought to the Temple.  This conveyed 

gratitude to God both for the first fruits of the field and for His guidance throughout 

Jewish history.   

 

You wouldn’t go to Pentecost empty-handed.  That wouldn’t make sense.  They lived 

out the connection that exists between worship and sacrifice. 

 

Last week, we talked about our hearts and our treasures and how they are caught up in 

each other.  Jesus put it like this: Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.   

Today we are looking at the connection between treasure and worship.   

Is worship is more than just “ticking the boxes” of rituals? 

Isn’t true worship offering our hearts and lives to God; in other words, not coming 

empty-handed to worship.  Which makes me wonder: Can we offer our hearts and our 

prayers and our praise without offering a sacrifice?  

 

There’s a story in the OT with King David that helps us take a look at this.   

 

2 Samuel 24:18-23 
18 On that day Gad went to David and said to him, “Go up and build an altar to 

the LORD on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.” 19 So David went up, as 

the LORD had commanded through Gad. 20 When Araunah looked and saw the king and 

his officials coming toward him, he went out and bowed down before the king with his 

face to the ground. 
21 Araunah said, “Why has my lord the king come to his servant?” 

“To buy your threshing floor,” David answered, “so I can build an altar to the LORD, that 

the plague on the people may be stopped.” 



22 Araunah said to David, “Let my lord the king take whatever he wishes and offer it up. 

Here are oxen for the burnt offering, and here are threshing sledges and ox yokes for 

the wood. 23 Your Majesty, Araunah gives all this to the king.” Araunah also said to him, 

“May the LORD your God accept you.” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

What’s going on is this: 

 David has made a mistake……and a punishment/repercussions follow. 

 

David needs to come before the Lord to ask for the plague to end which is going to 

require a sacrifice: in this case, the purchase of a place and the animals for the offering. 

 

Now the owner of the land seems to be so honored to have the King come to him, that 

he simply wants to gift David with the land as well as the actual animals for the sacrifice.   

 What a deal that would be, right? 

 Do the sacrifice and walk away with your hands and pockets yet full. 

 

But is that really how all this works? 

 

Which makes me think of an important lesson Geoffrey and I learned early on in our 

marriage. 

 

We wanted to have a “date night” and so we headed to the Metra station, walking along 

the same path we always took….a path worn into the grass because a sidewalk was not 

there.  That worn path revealed a beautiful quartz rock peeking through the 

dirt…something that I always commented on, having grown up as a rock collector.   

We ended up in another section of Washington DC- an area with stores, restaurants and 

theaters.  As we walked along, Geoffrey wanted to head into a record store.  (CD’s were 

the modern media of the day back then.)  But down the street was the theater marquee 

that showed a movie I’d been wanting to see. 

 

He wasn’t interested. 

But then I wasn’t interested in standing around in a music store all night either. 

So we went our separate ways.  I went to the movie and he spent his time in the record 

store.  And we never even ate together. 



I remember watching that movie….all the way through, simply wishing he were with me 

or I with him…that was the whole reason we were going out in the first place – to spend 

time together. 

When the movie was over, I hustled back to our little apartment; hoping to find him 

there so I could apologize and tell him that I missed him. 

He was already there – waiting for me to come back with an apology himself because he 

had spent his time in the record store lonely. 

And he wanted to show me something.  That quartz rock.  But it was no little rock that 

you could fit in your hand…. 

It was a rock! 

He had taken the one serving spoon we had in our kitchen and went back to that worn 

down path and started digging that rock up….he wanted to show he was sorry and give 

me something he knew I would like.  But as he dug, he had to dig some more…it was 

like the proverbial glacier….so much more below the surface.  Needless to say, that 

serving spoon could no longer be used! 

 

It was in that moment in our young marriage that we knew that we needed to be willing 

to give up something in order to show one another how important our time together 

was. 

 So, I learned how to enjoy browsing through music stores 

 And he, likewise, would sit through sappy movies with me. 

 

The fact of the matter is that action shows how important something really is.  Which is 

how David responds to Aranuah’s gracious offer:   
24 But the king replied to Araunah, “No, I insist on paying you for it.  I will not sacrifice to 

the LORD my God burnt offerings that cost me nothing.” 

So David bought the threshing floor and the oxen and paid fifty shekels of silver for 

them. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 That’s the truth that David knew. 

 

He couldn’t make a claim to God that something was important to him…important 

enough to ask God to act simply through words.  He knew he needed to show God how 

important his request was. 

 And he couldn’t do that without offering his own heart and his own treasure. 



Likewise: 

  

 We can’t simply pray to God for world peace, assuming that God or someone 

else will make that happen – we have show how important peace is by making 

peace with each other.  And that requires a sacrifice of our hearts. 

 We can’t just want the church to be important and make a difference in the world 

– we have to show it’s important enough to help make that happen.  And that 

means a sacrifice of our time, talents and treasure.  

 We can’t really tell God how important his Son’s sacrifice is – we have to show 

how important it is by following the example of Jesus through our own self-

denial and sacrifice. 

 

This is the truth by which God has acted toward us:  God didn’t just say to us “I love 

you.”  God showed this to us by sending us his Son. 

 

Which leaves us with this question to ponder:  

If our worship and prayer isn’t a sacrifice, is it really worship?  Is it really important 

to us? 

  

Let’s pray:   

 

 

 

 

 

This is the time of year in which we invite our church family to make a pledge or 

“estimate of giving” to the ministry of First Church.  In the backs of the pews you will 

find a card….please take one and pray over it as you consider what you are willing to do 

for what is important to you.  You may return it to an offering box in the narthex, mail it 

or drop it off in the office.   

 

Let’s hear once again from a member of our Finance Team. 


