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If you’ve ever walked a dog, you have experienced the distraction that a squirrel 

represents to a dog’s walk.  The current pace of walking.  Remembering that the owner 

is on the other end of the leash. Remembering which direction the walk is going…all flies 

out the window when a squirrel is seen. 

Maybe your dogs are more self-controlled than mine….but for me, walking Mika in one 

hand as she takes off like a shot and Leo in the other….well, I have to brace myself. 

 

We have made that “squirrel” experience into a metaphor to describe anything that is a 

distraction from what we’re doing. 

 A thought that comes to mind that derails your sentence. - Squirrel! 

 The chime of a text coming through, the phone ringing,  - Squirrel! 

 For me, any dog I see.  - Squirrel! 

 

Now, imagine if you were sitting at Jesus’ feet listening…. 

 Say you were at that gathering where people had been fed…. 

 Or in the crowd while he delivered his great set of teachings 

 

Are there any squirrels that keep you from processing the universal truths that Jesus is 

speaking?  Let’s listen to what happened one day as Jesus taught: 

 

Luke 12:13-21 
13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance 

with me.” 
14 Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?” 15 Then 

he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not 

consist in an abundance of possessions.” 
16 And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant 

harvest. 17 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’ 
18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, 

and there I will store my surplus grain. 19 And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain 

laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’ 



20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from 

you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ 
21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich 

toward God.” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

So here is Jesus – in the midst of a great set of teachings.  Crowds have gathered.  And 

Jesus is saying this:  I tell you everyone who acknowledges me before others, the Son of 

Man also will acknowledge before the angels of God; but whoever denies me before 

others will be denied before the angels of God….when they bring you before the 

synagogues, the rulers, and the authorities, do not worry about how you are to defend 

yourselves or what you are to say; for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that very hour 

what you ought to say. 

 

Pretty heavy stuff. 

Being recognized by a glorified Jesus and accepted by the angels…. 

How to deal with being rejected by rulers on earth…. 

It’s a lot to take in.  It’s a lot to process.  A lot to incorporate into your self. 

But instead of sitting and pondering, there seems to be a man in the crowd who puts 

voice to what is his squirrel; what is distracting his heart and mind: feeling cheated by 

his brother. And he shouts to get Jesus’ attention:  Teacher, tell my brother to share the 

inheritance. 

 

A few things about that sentence: 

1) He calls Jesus “Teacher”, but his question shows no indication that he is learning 

anything from Jesus.   

It reminds me of all those instances in life when someone wants something,  and 

they butter up someone as a means to get it. 

Sweetheart….would you do me a favor? 

You’re always so kind and thoughtful….i wonder if you would  

Or “Lord! Lord!”…..remember me? 

 It’s a gentle form of manipulation. 

 Distractions of the heart affect how we approach God. 

 



2) This sentence shows that what is distracting this man’s heart affects his 

understanding of who is what to whom.  Jesus is now his errand boy.  He is not 

acting as Jesus’ disciple. 

This is pretty common in modern prayer life. 

“Lord, change that other person’s mind” instead of “Lord, help me learn 

how to live with this person.” 

“Lord, take this trial from me” instead of “Lord, show me how to use this 

trial for your sake.” 

“Lord, bring peace to the world” instead of “Lord, let me be an instrument 

of your peace” 

 

All of those first prayers requests God to make a change outside of 

ourselves to suit our wishes. 

The second prayers are of someone humbling themselves enough to be 

changed. 

Distractions of the heart affect our prayer life.   

 

3) This man’s sentence, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” 

Shows us that what is distracting his heart has kept him rooted in the temporary 

and thus kept him from growing into what is important and eternal.  He shows 

his heart – that what is really important to him is not the kingdom of God, not 

living fully with God in relationship.  What is important to him is money.   

 

This is exactly the point of the parable that Jesus speaks…… 

The man had no plans; no thought for the eternal. 

He created for himself a false sense of security; a security that can be taken from 

him so quickly because his security was not based in his relationship with God. 

 

Distractions of the heart affect our focus in life. 

 

Money truly is one of the greatest distractions – a squirrel to our hearts and minds - that 

affects our relationship with God; affects our prayer life and affects our attention to what 

is eternal.   

 

I’ve wondered why that is so…..perhaps money may hold so much power over us 

because we think it can settle our anxieties. 



 

If there’s any truth to that, then how Jesus continues teaching after dealing with that 

man’s distraction is important for us to hear today: 

 

Luke 12:22-31 

 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat; or about your 

body, what you will wear. 23 For life is more than food, and the body more than 

clothes. 24 Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or 

barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than birds! 25 Who of 

you by worrying can add a single hour to your life[b]? 26 Since you cannot do this very 

little thing, why do you worry about the rest? 

27 “Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not 

even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 28 If that is how God 

clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, 

how much more will he clothe you—you of little faith! 29 And do not set your heart on 

what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. 30 For the pagan world runs after all 

such things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31 But seek his kingdom, and 

these things will be given to you as well. 

 

Let us pray: 

Lord Jesus, you referred to “these things” as you taught long ago.  We confess that we 

have “these things” in our lives as well.  “These things” that we worry about.  “These 

things” that distract us from your kingdom.  “These things” that hold us back from truly 

following you.  By the power of your Holy Spirit, help us to become free of the power of 

“these things” that we can fully take hold of what you have in store for us.  Amen. 

 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS: 

What are the “these things” in your life that cause a distraction from your faith and 

faithful living? 

What might be one small change you could make today to free yourself? 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+12&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25485b

