
Sermon on 1 John 4:7-12

This is not a part of the sermon, I just want to break the ice a bit here. Happy Mother’s Day! It
USED to be that for churches, Mother’s Day was the 2nd most attended day - the first, of
course, being Easter. It also used to be the case that Mother’s Day was the biggest day of
business for Kentucky Fried Chicken - that’s KFC for the younger crowd out there. So in the
past all you needed to have a successful Mother’s Day was go to church, and grab some fried
chicken on the way home. Thank you to all the moms, you love us so much and ask so little in
return!

My guess is that today’s Mother’s Day activities are more like: Dad, take the kids and get out of
here. Don’t care where you go or what you do, just leave me alone for a while. And when you
come back, you better have tacos.

On a day where we’re hyper focused on expressing love and gratitude toward one another, I
suppose today’s sermon, should go over especially well since we’ll be talking about...loving one
another. So let’s dive into the scriptures like a 10pc bucket of chicken.

We’re looking at 1 John 4:7-12 and I’m going to give you a minute to look that up either on your
phone or your Bible.

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God.
Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8
Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is
love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent
his one and only Son into the world that we might live through
him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved
us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11
Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one
another.

The backdrop of John’s letter is false teaching and heresy against what would have been the
Christ-following church still in its infancy.

The prevailing philosophical and spiritual challenge was coming from Agnosticism. I don’t want
to bore you with too many details, but the general idea is that. a) the body was corrupt but the
spirit was good (therefore, your actions has little consequence - breakdown of morality) b)
salvation came through knowledge - there was no need for a savior and c) there was no
incarnation - Christ wasn’t God-With-Us, but only appeared to be.



So John writes to these fledgling churches to encourage them to stay strong in the faith, to
abide in God’s love. He’s telling them to watch out for false prophets (anyone who doesn’t
acknowledge that Jesus is from God - literally anti-christ), and to test these false ideologies and
philosophies (spirits). And in our passage is a such a test - those who abide in God’s love will
have God’s kind of love.

I wonder if *we* have God’s kind of love. And I wonder if we can develop and share God’s kind
of love. So we’re going to talk about what that is. And if what John says about love still matters
to us (spoiler alert, it does)

God is the source of love.

John says, “beloved” (literally, those who are loved) let us love one another, for love comes from
God...God is love.

It might be difficult to imagine the source of something as intangible as “love.” What could it
mean that God is the source of love?

When Michele and I visited Alaska a few years ago, I had little-to-no knowledge about glaciers.
I’m talking about sheets of ice that cover entire landscapes that have for thousands of years
been retreating as our planet has slowly come out of the last ice-age. As the glaciers retreat
they reshape the earth creating rivers and lakes and masses of rock and sediment (called
moraines) that are teeming with life giving nutrients. In the wake of retreating glaciers life bursts
forth.

Alaska is one of the places where glacier activity can still be witnessed. So when we had the
opportunity to do a boat tour to see some glaciers up close, we learned just how important
glacier activity was to all the life in the region. Marine life migrates from all over the world to
where these glaciers are still dumping nutrients and food into the waters. That marine life then
carries it off and eventually all over the world. Some probably lands up on your dinner plate.

So maybe hold that picture in your mind. Just like the glaciers are the source of life for
thousands of species of plants and animals and fish, so has God’s love been the source of love
for a thousand, mother’s day brunches and goodbye hugs and get-well-soon cards and birthday
gifts and all manner of expressions of love.

Love is one of the defining characteristics of God and remember John is over-emphasizing this
point, saying God IS love, because the prevailing and competing thought of the gnostics is that
what you do and how you treat people doesn’t matter because what the body does is of no
consequence to the soul - throwing people into moral apathy. John says, NO that’s not right, if
you are of God then you have God’s love because God IS love.

John goes on to say that if God is the source of love, then knowledge of God is our access to
that source.



Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not
know God.

Admittedly, at face value, this doesn’t seem true. This is one of those verses that I brought to the
dinner table to think it through with Michele whom I often bounce ideas off of. Does this idea
pass the smell test - as I like to put it.

Everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. - that can’t be true right? Everyone
loves...someone, or something. You probably don’t know any person who truly has no love in
them at all. And if everyone loves, then the second part - whoever doesn’t love doesn’t know
God - that can’t be true either. Or at least that’s gotta be such a select few number of people
why should John bother writing that in the first place?

Here’s my three-buck theology to help us make sense of this statement.

And as an aside, this is why study of the bible is an important part of a Christian’s personal
discipline. *anyway* Either John means something specific when he uses the word “love” (and
that’s true and we’ll get to that), or he means something specific when he uses the word “know.”

If we take a peek under the hood of the Bible and look at the engine of it’s words and meanings
we’d quickly learn that what John was writing about was not technical but experiential. The word
in question translated, “to know” is ginosko in Greek. It means to personally, intimately, and
experientially know something. It’s the difference between knowing that Six Flags: Great
America is located in Gurnee IL and knowing what it feels like to lose your lunch after
one-too-many trips on Batman: The Ride. You can immediately see how that sheds light on our
verse.

Anyone who has a God-kind of love has a deep and intimate knowledge of God.

True knowledge of God changes a person. The other day I was going through my daily Bible
reading. I’m trying to listen to the Bible and one year, and I’ve already filed for an extension. But
I came across this passage in Luke 9:

As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven,
Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. 52 And he sent
messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to
get things ready for him; 53 but the people there did not
welcome him, because he was heading for Jerusalem. 54
When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked,
“Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy



them[b]?” 55 But Jesus turned and rebuked them. 56 Then he
and his disciples went to another village.

How did John go from “let’s burn them all down to the ground” to love with a God-kind of love?
John was transformed by his unique and intimate knowledge of Jesus. Our experience with God
gives us unbelievable access to his kind of love.

(a quick note) I think God’s kind of love shows up all the time from people who are not regularly
accessing the source of that love. I think it’s because we’re created in God’s image and
imperfect versions of his divine qualities left an imprint on us. We echo God’s qualities naturally
because he made us just so.

But John seems to think that God’s kind of love is to be a defining characteristic of those who
abide in God.

So what in the world is God’s kind of love?

God’s kind of love is unconditional - it’s for everyone. No status, or achievement can increase its
potency. No sin, nor evil can impede it’s arrival. It is equal for all people, for all time.

God’s kind of love is self-giving. It means that God gives of himself, not of his surplus, but of his
very being to love you. In other words, it costs him something. Let that sink in for just a second.
It costs God something to love you like he does.

Now I’m going to preach to you. Sit up in your seat and perk up your ears and sharpen your
minds, because this next part is important.

Someone needs to hear this today, because maybe you just didn’t know it, or maybe because
Mother’s Day is a painful reminder that you never experienced God’s kind of love before - the
kind of love a child ought to receive from a Mother. Or maybe because you have a Mother’s love
to give but never had a child to give it to, or maybe you’re new around here and it’s the first
you’re hearing of God’s kind of love, or maybe life has just been a bit rough lately and it’s time
for this reminder…

God loves you with a special kind of love! And God believes you are worth EVERYTHING to be
with. And it’s not a feeling that God has toward you, it’s an action - an action that has terrible
and everlasting consequences. So perhaps you feel like you’re not worth God’s love or God’s
action, but God doesn’t see it that way.

God is light and love and truth and his presence cannot occupy the same space as evil and
darkness which we’ve all been infected with since the moment we chose our own way instead of
God’s way. We’d become separated from God - were in fact enemies of God, and the only way
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we could be reconciled was for something or someone to take on the curse of sin and die in our
place.

Who would do that? Who would take your sin, and ugliness and shortcomings, and everything
unsightly and vile about you - every nasty deed and every rotten thought and put it on
themselves and take it to the grave so that you could go on living? Who would pay such a
price? Turns out, God would. That’s how much he loves you. That’s how much you’re worth.

My friend, pastor Lucas Motley once said it this way in a sermon. God paid the full price for you.
He didn’t root around the bargain bin and the clearance rack to find you. He didn’t buy you at a
discount.

What he means is what John is saying: Love is God sending his son to atone for our sins. NOT
SO THAT HE CAN OWN US, but so that we might share in eternal communion with him in
heaven. He did that and it cost him his only Son, himself made flesh, the death of the only truly
innocent being in our reality. The price God paid for your life to be reconciled back to him is
exactly one God. Died, yet rose again to live WITH you as his children, sharing in his eternal
glory.

And finally, God’s kind of love love is action, not feeling. Again from John:

This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and
sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.

God’s love was proved by his action.

And the final bit - since God has loved us in this way, we must love one another.

God is the source of love. Those who have truly experienced God’s unconditional, self-giving,
actionable love, should have that same love for other people.

The evidence that you are of God and not of this world, according to John, is that you have a
God-kind of love in you, for other people.

One of the most challenging scriptures that Michele and I discuss all the time. Is when Jesus
said,

“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you?
Even sinners love those who love them. 33 And if you do good
to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even
sinners do that. 34 And if you lend to those from whom you



expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners
lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in full. 35 But love your
enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without
expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be
great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is
kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your
Father is merciful.

Is that kind of love evident in your life? Is a God’s kind of love what you have for other people?
This is not a Mother’s Day kind of love - this is an everyday, for anyone - especially those who
can never repay it or be deserving of it - kind of love.

Friday was my grandmother’s funeral. You didn’t know her, but she was smart, quick-witted, an
excellent gardener, and a terrible cook. She was incredibly committed to my Grandfather, the
church, and mission work. I never had a phone conversation with her longer than 5 minutes, but
she loved hearing from us. She never missed a birthday and loved to tell us about the most
mundane things in her cards: what the weather was like, how the garden was doing, and what
grandpa was up to. She was a prayer warrior. I don’t know anyone quite like my grandmother
(or grandfather, for that matter) who were as loving and generous to the most random, regular,
and strung out people for no other reason than they were also loved by God.

Once when I was visiting my grandparents they took me to Springfield, IL to a nursing home that
they served at once a month. It was my grandmother and a handful of other women as old or
older than her. While we were there, we visited with residents - playing cards, telling stories,
serving and cleaning up dinner, praying with people...that kind of thing. Near the end of our visit
I asked how long they’d been coming to this particular home and she told me, “oh..I don’t know,
quite a while I suppose.” Then she looked at me with that sly smile and sideways glance said,
“one day I’ll come here to help and they will just make me stay.”

That was totally my grandparents. Always loving those who can be tough to love. In fact, when I
think about my childhood and the memories I have with them, I remember that they never
lingered much. They would visit and they would spend quality time with us, but not for long.
There was always the pull of getting back to the church, to their mission field, to loving the
people of their community. The love they had for their own family did not outrank their love for
those who couldn’t love back.

So I want to encourage you today to love one another in this way. It sounds so obvious, but we
need it! Set aside political affiliation, economic status, race, religion, and creed. Love people in
what you say and do. Pray for them and be generous to them. Give of yourself and rejoice that
your reward is secure. God went first! He showed us what love is. Let's follow.


