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We begin today looking at a series of stories in the OT.  Today’s story involves 4 people 

for us to consider. 

 

First we have Hannah.  Hannah knew what disappointment and humiliation was like.   

 That’s what her daily experience was - because she was unable to have children. 

The typical understanding was that the Lord showed disfavor with a woman by 

disallowing her to bear children.   

 

Elkanah, Hannah’s husband.  He knew what love and probably disappointment was. 

 He loved Hannah his wife and because she was unable to have children, he took  

 another wife, Peninnah, who was able to give him a whole bunch of heirs. 

 

Then there’s Peninnah who knew what pride was like. 

She regularly poked fun at Hannah because she, the second wife, was able to 

bear children while the first wife was not. 

 

Finally, Eli, who thought he knew how God worked. 

He was the priest in charge of the Temple and understood what a proper ritual 

was to look like  

  

These individual, these every day people, just might give us some insight into our own 

selves and faith.  We might find some similarities between ourselves and them. 

 

We might find ourselves like Eli the priest.  Yes, he was in charge of the Temple and the 

religion, but he has lost touch with the heart of God, no longer being able to identify 

what faithfulness looks like.  He failed to chastise his wayward and drunken sons and yet 

he chastised Hannah while she was praying, assuming she was drunk.  And in later years, 

it took God many attempts to even get Eli’s attention….. 

 We might find ourselves like Eli when we substitute busyness in church for 

 faithfulness and religion for relationship….forgetting that religion is the tool and 

 the relationship with God is the goal. 

  



Or we might find ourselves like Peninnah: proud of ourselves and thinking more of 

ourselves than of those who don’t have it as good as we do.  Thinking we must be more 

blessed or revered by God.  Proud that we look the part of faithfulness, without having 

the heart for faithfulness…..we never hear Peninnah pray even a prayer of thanksgiving 

for the children she’s been blessed with. 

 We might find ourselves like Peninnah when we look at our lives and determine 

 that we’ve done everything right.  The danger in that is we no longer see 

 ourselves in need of help.  We no longer think we either have been recipients of 

 grace or in need of grace. 

 

We might find ourselves like Elkanah: wanting everything to be okay, but unsure how to 

make it that way.  So we and say things we think others want to hear.  Elkanah asked 

Hannah when she was so down about not having children, “aren’t I worth more than 10 

sons?”  He also followed familiar rituals, we know he goes to the Temple for a festival, 

and yet he doesn’t bear his heart to God….. 

 We might find ourselves like Elkanah when we go through the motions with God 

 without letting our hearts be engaged by God. 

 

But hopefully we find ourselves like Hannah:  in her humility, she vowed to be God’s 

partner, that if she had a child, he would be dedicated to the Lord’s service.  In her faith 

journey, she looks to the Lord for help instead of trusting in her own self.  She cries out 

to the Lord instead of turning a hard heart to the Lord.  She trusts in the Lord instead of 

walking away.  And she believes the Lord can do the impossible.   

 We find ourselves like Hannah every time we know we need grace to survive. 

 Every time we enter into partnership with God. 

This is the faith that comes to understand how God works in the world.   

 

We hear in Hannah’s prayer of praise: 

 

2 Samuel 2:1-10 

Then Hannah prayed and said: 

“My heart rejoices in the LORD; in the LORD my horn is lifted high. 

My mouth boasts over my enemies, for I delight in your deliverance. 
2 “There is no one holy like the LORD; there is no one besides you; 

    there is no Rock like our God. 



3 “Do not keep talking so proudly or let your mouth speak such arrogance, for 

the LORD is a God who knows, and by him deeds are weighed. 
4 “The bows of the warriors are broken, but those who stumbled are armed with 

strength. 
5 Those who were full hire themselves out for food, but those who were hungry are 

hungry no more. 

She who was barren has borne seven children, but she who has had many sons pines 

away. 
6 “The LORD brings death and makes alive; he brings down to the grave and raises up. 
7 The LORD sends poverty and wealth; he humbles and he exalts. 
8 He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap; 

he seats them with princes and has them inherit a throne of honor. 

“For the foundations of the earth are the LORD’s; on them he has set the world. 
9 He will guard the feet of his faithful servants, but the wicked will be silenced in the 

place of darkness.  “It is not by strength that one prevails;  
10 those who oppose the LORD will be broken.  The Most High will thunder from heaven; 

the LORD will judge the ends of the earth.  “He will give strength to his king and exalt the 

horn of his anointed.” 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

This became Hannah’s prayer to God after God had answered her original prayer, 

received her promise, and blessed Hannah with a son – Samuel, who grew to become 

the servant and prophet of the Lord. 

 

From Hannah’s song, we learn that all we think we know about honor and status and 

power and position gets turned on its head when God acts. 

 

For God has a heart for unexpectedly raising up the lowly that the world has lost sight 

of. 

This isn’t the only time we see God work like this.  We see it: 

When God speaks to the child Samuel and not to Eli the priest. 

When God picks Mary and Joseph to bear the Messiah, not Herod.  

When Jesus picks fishermen to be his disciples, not future Pharisees. 

 

 



Hannah’s song teaches us that God has a heart for delivering people from oppression: 

 

We hear that truth when Jesus says “blessed are those who mourn for they will be 

comforted; blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 

When he says to a grieved man on the cross next to him, “today you will be with me in 

paradise” 

And when God exalts Jesus, the crucified one – and brings low the ones who had the 

power to crucify. 

 

We too experience being lifted up:  

 when we humble ourselves before the Lord and confess our sins – for then we are 

 lifted up to experience righteousness; a righteousness that comes from God, not 

 ourselves 

We experience deliverance: 

 when we trust in God’s goodness and grace, in God’s strength and will and not 

 our own, for then we experience a deliverance from the power of sin and death.     

 

Then we can rejoice like Hannah did. 

And years later – like Mary the mother of Jesus did.  

 

 

Let us pray: 

Lord, Scripture declares that you opposed the proud but give grace to the humble.  Help 

us to understand what humility looks like in our lives and give us the will to be humble, 

Help us be free from following in the faith steps of Elkanah, Eli, and Peninnah to be 

more like Hannah who experienced your power in her life.  We pray in Jesus’ name.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 

In reflecting on the story in 1 Samuel 1 & 2, how have you relatee to any one of the 

persons in today’s story:  Eli, Elkanah, Peninnah, and Hannah. 

What is your understanding of humility? 

 

 



 


