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As Christians, we claim the ancient Israelite story as part of our faith story. It’s a long and 

rich history and today we once again pick up part of that story to reflect upon. 

 

The nation of Israel – settled in the promised land – came to want their own king… 

The first king of Israel:  man named Saul….anointed by the prophet Samuel. 

 Saul’s kingdom began well until one point in which he didn’t follow his 

instructions from God completely.  He made his own determination about something; 

he altered God’s instructions.  In short, Saul turned back from following God. 

As a result, God rejected him as king.  Refused to work with him anymore; to be 

associated with his leadership. 

And a new king was needed. 

 

Once again, God sent the prophet Samuel to anoint a new king. 

 

1 Samuel 15:34-16:13  

Then Samuel left for Ramah, but Saul went up to his home in Gibeah of Saul. 35 Until the 

day Samuel died, he did not go to see Saul again, though Samuel mourned for him. And 

the LORD regretted that he had made Saul king over Israel. 

The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as 

king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of 

Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king.” 
2 But Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.” 

The LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to 

the LORD.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to 

anoint for me the one I indicate.” 
4 Samuel did what the LORD said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town 

trembled when they met him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?” 
5 Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. 

Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse 

and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed stands 

here before the LORD.” 



7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have 

rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things people look at. People look at the 

outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” 
8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, 

“The LORD has not chosen this one either.” 9 Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but 

Samuel said, “Nor has the LORD chosen this one.” 10 Jesse had seven of his sons pass 

before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The LORD has not chosen these.” 11 So he asked 

Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?” 

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.” 

Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.” 
12 So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and had a fine 

appearance and handsome features. 

Then the LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.” 
13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and 

from that day on the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon David. Samuel then went 

to Ramah. 

~~~~~~~ 

 

There’s some similarities between David and Saul 

 Being anointed king is completely unexpected by both of them. 

  Samuel met Saul…. 

  Samuel meets David…. 

 They are both reported as being handsome – for some reason this is important 

for leadership? 

 God’s Spirit is sent to both of them. 

 

With these similarities, we might wonder - since the first king has been unfaithful, what 

about this next one?  My guess is that Samuel certainly wondered this – he was not a 

fan of Israel having a monarchy to begin with. 

 What will happen to the nation if the second king falls out of favor? 

What will happen to God’s mission for the nation of Israel – to be a light to the 

nations - if this second king fails? 

 

Isn’t that a concern every country has about it’s leader? We can understand that. 

 

 



But more important to our faith than their kingships 

More important than learning about their experiences. 

More important than our human connection to their frailties and failings. 

In a huge, if not rash, decision, God does something years later with David. 

 After David’s long rise to become king. 

 After he has experienced rejection from Saul.   

After he has fought with Saul’s descendants. 

After he is finally recognized as the king of Israel, we hear God say this: 

 

2 Samuel 7:12 
12 When your days are over and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your 

offspring to succeed you, your own flesh and blood, and I will establish his kingdom. 

 Here things are already different than with Saul.   

God promises that he won’t go looking for another king…the next king will come 

from David’s lineage. 

God’s decision continues: 

2 Samuel 7:16 

“Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be 

established forever.” 

 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Why would God do this?  

 God knows Saul didn’t keep true. 

And in due course, David certainly takes a big misstep as well with another man’s 

wife. 

And as history plays out, most of the rest of the kings in that lineage fail in 

faithfulness to God. 

Why would God do this? 

 

Perhaps it’s because God knows that starting over…looking for the perfect person is 

never going to work out. God could end up starting over and starting over and staring 

over to no avail.   

 This is like God’s decision to not start over with a flood….. 

 

Instead, God decides to do what humans cannot – fulfill the covenant. 



And God keeps true to this decision: 

 

2 Chronicles 21:5-7 

Jehoram was thirty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem 

eight years. 6 He followed the ways of the kings of Israel, as the house of Ahab had 

done, for he married a daughter of Ahab. He did evil in the eyes of 

the LORD. 7 Nevertheless, because of the covenant the LORD had made with 

David, the LORD was not willing to destroy the house of David. He had promised to 

maintain a lamp for him and his descendants forever. 

~~~~~~ 

 

God makes and fulfills a covenant with David’s lineage – even when none of those kings 

were ever going to bring God glory. 

 

What God has done here is basically set up a “watch this space” notice. 

 This is a cue to look for what will come through David’s lineage. 

 

Turns out – everything comes full circle: 

God who was always supposed to be the king of Israel makes this covenant and 

then enters and fulfills the covenant – through Jesus. 

Jesus, the Son of God and the Son of Man - through the lineage of David 

Jesus who was born in Bethlehem like his ancestor David. 

Jesus who never fell away from God’s instructions – like the previous kings. 

Jesus who comes as a humble king – not to take and take from the people, not to be 

served by the people. But to give himself and to serve our most basic human need: 

salvation and protection for our ultimate enemy which is death. 

 

As Christians, we claim the ancient Israelite story in our faith story. 

For this is the story of our king.  This is what we hold onto. 

When everything changes.  When we wonder what we can place our hope in.  When 

each leader – indeed each human - is always going to fail in some way. 

We know we can trust in God; like David wrote a long time ago: 

Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the LORD our God. 

 

Because this is the story of our God – fulfilling for us what humanity has never been able 

to get right. 


