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I invite you to grab one of the bibles in the seat in front of you and open it to 1 Samuel 8. Hold
that spot and flip a few pages and put a marker in chapter 12. And if you have a moment, back
up to Deuteronomy chapter 17. We’re going to be looking at a good amount of scripture today
and I hope that’s okay with you. Now if you have all those pages marked, let’s head over to
where we started, 1 Samuel 8. This is the point in Israel’s history where they ask God if they can
have a king.

Before there were kings, the tribes were kind of loose and they were brought together out of
Egypt by Moses and then he passed things off to Joshua and he led God’s people through a
mighty conquest of the land of Canan, the land promised to them by God. And for maybe the
next 300 years Israel had no permanent ruler. They were supposed to be under the rule of God,
but they constantly did evil, worshiping other gods and false idols and therefore rejected God.
So God would allow them to be attacked and oppressed by enemies. So they’d wise up and cry
out to God for deliverance. So he’d send a temporary, emergency ruler, a judge, to help the
people get out of trouble. And they’d do that over and over, sin, despair, crying out to God, judge
sent to deliver, and on and on.

Samuel is the last of the Judges and he’s getting old, and his sons...well nobody likes them.
They’re like crooked politicians. So the elders of the tribes get together and come up with a plan
- That’s where this story starts off.

Let’s have a look at 1 Samuel 8

4 So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to
Samuel at Ramah. 5 They said to him, “You are old, and your
sons do not follow your ways; now appoint a king to lead[b] us,
such as all the other nations have.”

6 But when they said, “Give us a king to lead us,” this
displeased Samuel; so he prayed to the Lord. 7 And the Lord
told him: “Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is
not you they have rejected, but they have rejected me as their
king. 8 As they have done from the day I brought them up out
of Egypt until this day, forsaking me and serving other gods,

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-7375b


so they are doing to you. 9 Now listen to them; but warn them
solemnly and let them know what the king who will reign over
them will claim as his rights.”

10 Samuel told all the words of the Lord to the people who
were asking him for a king.

19 But the people refused to listen to Samuel. “No!” they said.
“We want a king over us. 20 Then we will be like all the other
nations, with a king to lead us and to go out before us and
fight our battles.”

21 When Samuel heard all that the people said, he repeated it
before the Lord. 22 The Lord answered, “Listen to them and
give them a king.”

This is the word of God for the people of God (Thanks be to God)

This whole passage of scripture, and the notes we can take from it are about the sovereignty of
God. And by sovereignty, I mean God’s rule and reign over all of creation and in particular, his
chosen people - both Israel then, and us now.

Let’s start by asking a legitimate question. If God is in control, why does it seem like everything
is always out of control? Or let me phrase it this way, if God is sovereign why do I feel like I have
to work so hard to keep everything together?

Now back to our story. The elders of Israel are faced with two problems. 1. Samuel is getting old
and nobody likes his kids. 2. They are afraid of the warring nations.

1 Samuel 12:12
12 “But when you saw that Nahash king of the Ammonites was moving against you, you
said to me, ‘No, we want a king to rule over us’—even though the Lord your God was your
king.



Israel was fearful and they believed that what they needed was a new ruler who would unify the
tribes and lead them into battle against their enemies. Samuel is upset about this idea and God
tells him, it’s not you they have rejected, but me.

And that gives us our first note from today’s scripture.

When our actions are driven by fear and worry, we reject the sovereignty of God. To clarify, fear
and anxiety are the internal things that we don’t really control. What we can control is how we
respond when we are feeling anxious or fearful.

We do this all the time. We see trouble on the horizon and worry and anxiety and fear start to
take over and sometimes we get busy bracing for impact and we NEVER EVEN THINK to bring
the matter before God and by that, I mean pray, listen to wise counsel, and be open to the Spirit
to reveal the way forward.

Remember my question: If God is in control, why am I working so hard to keep everything
together? Maybe the question SHOULD be: If God is in control, how do I demonstrate my trust
in his sovereignty?

In our story, Israel did not show confidence in God’s sovereignty and so they took matters into
their own hands. “No, we want a king to rule over us.”

Now, there is nothing wrong with Israel wanting a king. And if we rewind the story by about 400
years, just before Israel crosses into the promised land, just before Moses dies, God gives a
bunch of instructions about how Israel should be as a nation INCLUDING how they should
choose a king.

So what’s the problem here? If Israel wants a king to help them unite the tribes and keep them
organized against the warring nations - isn’t that actually good, strategic planning and thinking?
Yes it is! It’s a really good idea.

On Friday, Michele and I were driving up Rt. 31 in Carpentersville and we saw all the trucks and
trailers unloading and getting ready for the carnival. It reminded me that when I was a kid one of
the most exciting things to blow through Streator, IL every summer would be the carnival. To a
young kid, the carnival is almost irresistible. Where else could you get access to all that
wonderful junk food, and the lights, and the rides, and those games where you could win a
teddy bear as big as yourself? When the carnival came to town it was all we could think about.

I recall one year pleading with my parents to take us to the carnival. And my parents came back
to us with this proposal: we can go to the carnival this week, OR at the end of the month we
could all go to Six Flags Great America right up here in Gurnee, IL. So me and my brothers had
to make a choice, do we go for the carnival, the exciting thing right there in front of us, OR do
we wait and take the Six Flags trip. Now we know that though the carnival is great and available
that very week, it pales in comparison to the wonders of a real theme park.



The problem with Israel wanting a King right then and there is that God already had a plan for
them to have a king. Their plan was carnival, his plan was Six Flags.
Listen to this description of Israel’s king given by God 400 years prior to this event (Deut. 17) -
this is the Six Flags plan.

14 When you enter the land the Lord your God is giving you
and have taken possession of it and settled in it, and you say,
“Let us set a king over us like all the nations around us,” 15 be
sure to appoint over you a king the Lord your God chooses. He
must be from among your fellow Israelites. Do not place a
foreigner over you, one who is not an Israelite. 16 The king,
moreover, must not acquire great numbers of horses for
himself or make the people return to Egypt to get more of
them, for the Lord has told you, “You are not to go back that
way again.” 17 He must not take many wives, or his heart will
be led astray. He must not accumulate large amounts of silver
and gold.

18 When he takes the throne of his kingdom, he is to write for
himself on a scroll a copy of this law, taken from that of the
Levitical priests. 19 It is to be with him, and he is to read it all
the days of his life so that he may learn to revere the Lord his
God and follow carefully all the words of this law and these
decrees 20 and not consider himself better than his fellow
Israelites and turn from the law to the right or to the left. Then
he and his descendants will reign a long time over his
kingdom in Israel.

Wow, imagine a political leader who was not under the influence wealth...a person chosen by
God who never considered themself better than others. Does such a person even exist?



Now by contrast just glance at our story in 1 Samuel 8. God says, you want a king just like the
other nations? Here’s what that will be like:

He will take your sons and make them serve with his chariots
and horses, and they will run in front of his chariots. 12 Some
he will assign to be commanders of thousands and
commanders of fifties, and others to plow his ground and
reap his harvest, and still others to make weapons of war and
equipment for his chariots. 13 He will take your daughters to
be perfumers and cooks and bakers. 14 He will take the best
of your fields and vineyards and olive groves and give them to
his attendants. 15 He will take a tenth of your grain and of
your vintage and give it to his officials and attendants. 16 Your
male and female servants and the best of your cattle[c] and
donkeys he will take for his own use. 17 He will take a tenth of
your flocks, and you yourselves will become his slaves.

Did you catch that? The real contrast here is God’s appointed king

-shouldn’t take up extra horses
-shouldn’t store up wealth
-won’t take extra wives

The Carnival king?
-he takes and he takes and he takes and he takes

Note #2 - when we submit to God’s sovereignty it means we submit to his way of doing things. If
we submit to God’s sovereignty, we submit to a better way of life.

God’s version of a king of Israel - appointed by himself - was the better way. What God would
choose for us is the better life. Our way is the carnival, God’s way is Six Flags. The only way the
Hughes kids were going to Six Flags is if we gave up our desire for the carnival.

We can spin our wheels around why someone might choose their own way instead of God’s
way and we’ve already mentioned that Israel was acting out of fear but what I’m looking at in
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this text is that God sometimes, maybe often, maybe most of the time, will let you have your
way. Like my parents in that illustration, you want Carnival, you can have carnival.

Doesn’t God seem somewhat chill about this whole matter? The text says Samuel is distressed
and so he prays - and I think that’s a pretty good practice for all of us when we’re distressed - he
prays and God says, listen to them, let them have their king, they’re rejecting you and your
sons, just like they’ve done to me since….since when….since 400 years ago that I brought them
out of Egypt.

Let’s hit rewind again.We’re back with God and Moses and they are just about to enter the land
that God will give them, and God has already given all his instructions about how to choose a
king and then he pulls Moses aside and fills him in on what he already knows:

Deut 31:16 - And the Lord said to Moses: “You are going to rest with your ancestors, and
these people will soon prostitute themselves to the foreign gods of the land they are
entering. They will forsake me and break the covenant I made with them.

God already knows Israel is going to reject him as their king. He doesn’t even have to
draw on his great omnipotence...it’s simply the way they are, the way we are. We’re
predictable. And God will let us have our way.

So when Israel finally gets their king, and Samuel is distressed, God is looking at it and
saying “Of course that’s what they’re asking for, rejecting me is what my people have
always done.” And I might add, always will do.

We constantly live in the space between getting exactly
what we want, and then needing to be rescued from it.

I pick up an underlying sense of sadness in the way God responds here. “They are forsaking
you, just as they have always forsaken me.” But there’s more, God says in verse 18,

When that day comes, you will cry out for relief from the king
you have chosen, but the Lord will not answer you in that day.”

Now it sounds like God is saying, that’s it...I’m out. There’s a bit of a pattern in the OT with
regards to God and his people.

1. God establishes a promise (and a warning)
2. The people do okay for a while but reject his sovereignty for their own desires
3. God lets them have their way



4. The people face calamity and cry out to God for help
5. God sends an agent of rescue and reinstates his promise

And so here we are at yet another instance where Israel rejected God’s rule over them. 1
Samuel 12 where the damage has been done, the new king is installed and Samuel is making
his farewell bid.

“Do not be afraid,” Samuel replied. “You have done all this evil;
yet do not turn away from the Lord, but serve the Lord with all
your heart. 21 Do not turn away after useless idols. They can
do you no good, nor can they rescue you, because they are
useless. 22 For the sake of his great name the Lord will not
reject his people, because the Lord was pleased to make you
his own.

God will never abandon his people even if only for the sake of his namesake. He will not allow
the nations to say that he abandoned his promise and rejected his people.

And that is our 3rd and final takeaway:

Do not give up on God because he will not give up on you.

God does not hold our sins over us and withhold his blessings from us. Nor will he abandon us
when we turn to him. He will not give up on you.

The sovereignty of God is not disrupted by our sin. It is not sidelined by our rejection of his plan.
It is not thwarted by our shortsightedness. The rule and reign of God is not so easily defeated by
our poor decisions.

How do we know this? Look at this Bible - here’s where God predicts that the people will turn
away from him. Look at how much is left?! Just consider this simple visual of God continually
providing a way of salvation for his people. God doesn’t call it quits - he refuses to give up on
us.

Adam and Eve sinning in the garden wasn’t the end of the story
Israel abandoning God and being exiled to foreign nations wasn’t the end of the story
God sending his own Son to be the king of a new kind of kingdom (that he was killed for) wasn’t
the end of the story
And you, the last time you blew it, was not the end of the story.



We can trust in the sovereignty of God because even when it seems like all hope is lost, God
has not closed the book on the story of his rescue and redemption of the world. He will use the
good and the bad to bring about his glorious purposes So don’t give up on God, he will not give
up on you.

My brother and sister in-law both contracted COVID-19. They each had fairly mild cases. No
hospital visits or difficulty breathing or extremely high fever or anything like that. But right at the
tail end of her recovery, my sister in-law, Breauna started to develop unusual pain in her feet
and legs. After a few trips to different doctors she was diagnosed with COVID-related
neuropathy - essentially damaged nerves that cause constant pain and numbness. We’ve felt
pretty devastated by this news as she’s the mom of 4 beautiful kids that are a handful to keep
up with.

Anyway, she’s been pretty open with her struggles with her condition and she shared about it on
Facebook the other day. I asked her permission to share this with you. She writes:

“It has been three months since I first started feeling the symptoms of my post Covid
neuropathy. This has been the hardest thing I have ever had to go through.

I don't know why my prayers have remained unanswered. But I know that God is in control.
And going through this has made my faith stronger. I have used my pain as a reminder to
pray for others. And it has made me more grateful for the blessings I do have. I will continue
to be grateful for medicine that is helping me cope so I can take care of my family. And for
the hope that God has a plan for my future and He knows what is best for me.”

Friends, can I encourage you - don’t give up on God, he won’t give up on you. Breauna’s
faithfulness to God in all of this demonstrates her trust in his sovereignty. I pray that we can
all have this kind of confidence that God, as Paul writes in Romans, “works for the good of
those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”

So now let me pray for you.

Lord, forgive us for all the times we uttered the words “God is in control” but then refused to
demonstrate faithfulness to your rule and reign. We are often anxious and troubled but I pray
that in those times your Spirit reminds us of your great love and mercy. Give us the courage to
trust you, and the strength to carry on with your way of doing things.

May we continually, and each day declare Jesus as our king and set aside the idols and false
gods vying for our worship and allegiance. I pray these things in His name, Amen.


