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The Christian faith came about over the course of a long stretch of time.  Of course it 

started with Jesus.  His disciples and others around him experience the presence of God 

in powerful and life-changing ways.  His teachings came with an authority that had 

never been experienced before.  And of course his resurrection shocked and rocked the 

world – and still does.   

 

The stories about Jesus were first told and shared through verbal story-telling 

The stories were eventually written down.   

Others, like Paul, eventually wrote about what it all means. 

And over the course of a three hundred years the basic tenets of the Christian faith 

came to be established – tenets that held to throughout many different cultures, and 

times, and human experiences. 

 

Those basic tenets include: 

 God created a wonderful world that included humans who enjoy a special 

relationship with the creator. 

 Humans have failed to live into the fullness of that relationship, turning away 

from God in many ways throughout all of time. 

 Nothing could seem to change that trajectory.  Not the law.  Not the establishing 

of kingdoms.  Not the prophets.  Not the exiles and other punishments.  Not the 

promises.   

 So God became human in the man Jesus in order to speak directly with us and 

change us from the inside. 

 Jesus came to us full of light and love and warmth and healing and care and 

hope to offer us forgiveness and forge an eternal future for us.  He did this by laying 

down his life for us. 

 

Because of these basics about Jesus that we all cling to, today’s story can be hard to 

figure out – even to deal with. 

 

 

 



Mark 7:24-30 
24 Jesus left that place and went to the vicinity of Tyre.[a] He entered a house and did not 

want anyone to know it; yet he could not keep his presence secret. 25 In fact, as soon as 

she heard about him, a woman whose little daughter was possessed by an impure 

spirit came and fell at his feet. 26 The woman was a Greek, born in Syrian Phoenicia. She 

begged Jesus to drive the demon out of her daughter. 
27 “First let the children eat all they want,” he told her, “for it is not right to take the 

children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.” 
28 “Lord,” she replied, “even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 
29 Then he told her, “For such a reply, you may go; the demon has left your daughter.” 
30 She went home and found her child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

As you can imagine, this story has long caused confusion among readers and faithful, 

Jesus-loving Christians because it just doesn’t seem to line up with so much we’ve 

already heard and seen about Jesus.   

 It seems like Jesus is rejecting in part Gentiles…yet he has already set aside purity 

rules, plus he has already cast a demon out of the man in Gennesaret – who 

would have been a Gentile. 

 It seems he is saying something so derogatory as calling this woman a dog…. 

 It seems he doesn’t have empathy for this woman’s plight…. 

 It seems he isn’t as quick-witted like we usually see him be with the Pharisees and 

other people who are opponents.  After the woman responds to him, he has no 

defense or retort. 

 

This one sentence, that has been put into the gospel account by Mark, and kept in by 

Matthew, has left so many of us through the years trying to explain or apologize for 

Jesus to align with the Jesus we know and celebrate and worship. 

 He was simply stating the priority of the mission. 

 He was tired; he had not come to the region to do work, but to rest. 

 He really meant cute, house companion dog. 

 

My intention today is not to focus on this, but to recognize it, offer to ponder it in Bible 

study and discussion.  But I had to mention it so that we can focus on the faith of the 

woman who comes to Jesus and what we can learn from her. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+7%3A24-37&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24488a


Her faith led her to be bold and cross social and economic barriers. 

 She was a woman  

 She was a Gentile 

 She was a participant in a hard economic reality 

And yet she knows that in Jesus who is on the other side of all these barriers is the one 

who can help her.  He is the one she hopes in.  and so she approaches him….despite all 

the barriers that would normally keep her away. 

 

Do we have that kind of faith in which nothing will stop us from approaching Jesus? 

The struggle is real for many: 

 I can’t show up in church….those people know my story. 

 I can’t go to Jesus….my sins are too great; my shame is too great. 

 I can’t go up to communion….I’m not worthy to partake 

 

We seem to have our own set of barriers that hold us back from approaching Jesus, 

from asking for forgiveness, from seeking healing, from asking for help. 

This woman’s faith; her story should embolden us to ignore the cultural, economic, and 

shame barriers and seek Jesus out. 

 

There’s something else about her faith 

Her faith and her hope kept her engaged with Jesus. 

 

Whatever the reason he answered as he did, she was not going to be deterred.  He was 

the answer to her problem and she wasn’t going to go away empty-handed. 

 

Her faith example can encourage us as well: 

 When we don’t seem to get the answers we seek. 

 When our circumstances don’t change the way we pray they will. 

We just might dis-engage from the faith completely.  Walk away from Jesus. 

It takes a lot of fortitude of faith to remain in the relationship with God. 

 

 It’s the faith of Moses 

 It’s the faith of Joseph 

 It’s the faith of Job 

 It’s the faith of David 

 It’s the faith of persecuted Christians…. 



And today it’s an outsider that illustrates: 

 faith bold enough to cross any kind of barrier 

 faith strong enough to not be deterred  

 

Her story shows us that when we cross those barriers, and when we remain persistent in 

faith, we will find that there is blessing and fulfilled hope.   

 

And we experience the Jesus we know and celebrate and worship 


