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To give us a future and a hope…. 

God has dreamed…. 

God has planned…. 

God has prepared…. 

 

But to pull it off – the dreams and the plans all have to be executed in a way that hasn’t 

happened before.  It had to be done in a way different than: 

  

 The kings that had come before who couldn’t create a kingdom that was 

honorable to God. 

 The prophets who had come before who couldn’t bring the change that was 

needed in people’s  hearts. 

 The sacrifices in the temple that couldn’t create a permanent and lasting 

forgiveness that truly changed the relationship between God and the people. 

 

Let’s listen: 

Luke 1:26-38 
26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a 

town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a 

descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, 

“Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 
29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this 

might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor 

with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him 

Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will 

give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants 

forever; his kingdom will never end.”  34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I 

am a virgin?”  35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power 

of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son 

of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she 

who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word from God 



will ever fail.”  38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be 

fulfilled.” Then the angel left her. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

I grew up playing softball 

 Loved playing 2nd base…..always something to do on 2nd….. 

 

And just like most everything in life, practice was necessary. 

The coach would instruct us, send us out into onto the field to run drills and 

usually then yell from the side: 

  “Get down on the ball” 

  “You’re swinging too high” 

But the best instruction and coaching came when the coach didn’t just speak but acted 

as well.  When he got out on the field and showed us by doing it himself.  Put his own 

skin into it, you might say. 

 

This is how God has decided to act in order to give us a future and a hope.  And we 

come to understand a few things about God in the process 

 

God acts and shows up in an unexpected way. 

  

God, the Creator of the Universe.  The One who spoke all things into creation.  The One 

with all power and might.   

  

 Does not come to a family who has political power; nor a family who at least lives 

in a significant city, but rather who live in a backwater village far north of the 

power center of Jerusalem.  Nazareth….it doesn’t have a great name for itself.  

“Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” 

 

 Doesn’t come to a person who has great wealth - which means importance and 

power and ability to influence others.  Mary symbolizes everything powerless: no 

money, no independence, unmarried, thus no name/no real identity, subject to 

harsh criticism, judgment, and punishment.  Who is going to believe her?  

 

 Comes at a time when things seem bleak…..a foreign power is controlling Israel 

and the priests and Jewish rulers have lost their way. 



Perhaps makes you wonder why God would come in these ways and times. 

 Wouldn’t the message get around better if the people had influence? 

 Wouldn’t the message be received better if it came from a more “credible” 

source? 

 

God acts and shows up where there is room in the world. 

 In humility 

  Palaces and mighty places find and define their own strength. 

That goes for any place the human heart is full of it’s own definition of 

self….there’s no room for God. 

 

Humility means that there’s room to create. 

God acts in a place where someone is so open to what God is doing, that 

she doesn’t begin to instruct God, but rather says “let it be done to 

me”….and offers God space to do something new that hasn’t been done 

before. 

 

 Where if the mission is successful, it’s only because God has been involved. 

The plan seems almost doomed before it’s begun because of Mary’s 

circumstances….she could be put to death.   

 

This also true in the fulfillment of a prophecy: that the Messiah would be 

born in Bethlehem.  What is the probability that this unlikely, poor, 

unmarried woman living in Nazareth would somehow make it to 

Bethlehem at just the right time that her child would be born there instead 

of at home? 

 There’s got to be a reason to go to Bethlehem 

 The timing has to be just right. 

Only God could pull that off. 

 

The truth and power of this story are still real today - in the same kind of places: 

  

In those places that seem impossible and insurmountable. 

What are our impossible situations today?  COVID, stress, differences that 

drive division, environmental problems, economic worries 

God sees us….and is still showing up. 



   

In our places of humility 

  In repentance; in humble spirits before the Lord. 

I know I’ve shared this story a bunch of times in my life, so if you’ve heard 

it, I apologize…. 

 

  In one of our beloved Christmas hymns,  O Little Town of Bethlehem 

  No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, 

  Where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 

 

Let’s pray some of those lyrics: 

  O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray 

  Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. 

  

   

   

 

 


