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150 years after Isaiah spoke God’s dream of a wolf and lamb, the leopard and the goat, 

the bear eating straw and all creatures living together peacefully,….. 

After a few more generations of not listening for God… 

After their world has continued to spiral out of control… 

The politics have split the people of Judah:  

the ruling class sided were pro-Egyptian  

the others, including Jeremiah were pro-Babylon 

Judah thus revolted against Babylon…which didn’t end well. 

 

In the midst of all that turmoil, the devastation, the fulfilled vision of destruction, the 

consequences felt from disobedience….Jeremiah comes along to speak for the Lord. 

 Much of what he has to say is not appreciated to say the least. 

  Like:   

 

 

 

But then he says something that is comforting….. 

 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 
14 “‘The days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will fulfill the good promise I made 

to the people of Israel and Judah. 
15 “‘In those days and at that time 

    I will make a righteous Branch sprout from David’s line; 

    he will do what is just and right in the land. 
16 In those days Judah will be saved 

    and Jerusalem will live in safety. 

This is the name by which it will be called: 

    The LORD Our Righteous Savior.’ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 



Jeremiah repeats the essence of what Isaiah first said: 

 Isaiah: a branch from Jesse….Jeremiah: a branch from King David’s line 

 A king who is righteous – does what is right in the eyes of God 

The king’s righteousness creates a kingdom that brings salvation and  

 peacefulness 

150 years later – Jeremiah repeats what Isaiah first said which says a few things about 

God: 

 

God remembers the promise 

There have been times in my years as a mother when I’ve missed the boat.  I’ve 

promised something only to forget that I’ve said it.  I’ve promised pizza for supper only 

to forget and make something less appealing, and obviously disappointing, that night.  

I’ve promised to make cookies with Moriah only to forget and schedule something else.   

 

But not God.  God remembers 

 Just as God remembers his promise following the flood to not destroy the earth 

like that again. 

 Just as God remembered his covenant with Abraham when his great-

grandchildren were in misery in Egypt. 

 Just as God remembered his promise to give Abraham’s descendants a land. 

 

God remembers: the days are coming when I will fulfill the good promise I made to the 

people of Israel and Judah.      

 

What is the promise God is referring to?  My looking for the promise sent me back to 

Isaiah….when God made promises to bring them through the troubles and preserve 

them as his people. 

 

Isaiah 9:2-3, 6-7 

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned. 
3 You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; 

they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,  

and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 



    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 

    from that time on and forever.  The zeal of the LORD Almighty 

    will accomplish this. 

 

This promise….of a Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince Of 

Peace….. 

 Well, don’t we see how God keeps that promise? 

 

 

God remains faithful to what is promised 

One of the things I would do that would drive my husband crazy is change my mind or 

make another suggestion after a decision has been made.  We would decide to go here 

or there; eat this or that; move the furniture just so….then I would say – well, we could 

do this instead.  It would frustrate him to no end. 

 I was just still thinking through all our options. 

 He was assuming we had made a decision. 

 

This promise is different with God 

 He has thought through all the options and made a decision. 

The days are surely coming when I will fulfill the good promise I made to the people of 

Israel and Judah.      

And God has not only remembered the promise, but God has not changed his 

mind; not come up with a different plan. 

Psalm 15:4 

LORD, who may dwell in your sacred tent?   Who may live on your holy mountain?   

Those who keep an oath even when it hurts, and does not change their mind. 

 

If this one of the characteristics for those who dwell in God’s presence, then it is 

obviously a characteristic of God. 

 

God hasn’t changed his mind about the promise….even though keeping it will hurt.   

 ……and hurt it did.  Jesus did suffer. 

 



God speaks the promise 

Finally, the promise is not kept a secret.   

 Usually about January 1, I make a promise to change some sort of behavior in 

myself.  To eat less sugar, to exercise more, to read more, to do something better.  And 

usually I don’t tell anyone what I’ve decided.  Because if I do speak it, then there is 

accountability.  But if I don’t declare what I’ve decided to do, then no one can think to 

themselves come March: “well, she obviously hasn’t kept up with that resolution”.   

 

To make a promise publicly; to make it known to others is a form of accountability. 

God has made his promise known. 

 He spoke it through the prophets. 

 It gives hope for a better future.   

 It offers us the opportunity to remind God…. 

 

There’s something else about speaking a promise.  When we do that then others can 

participate in that decision.  If I decide to not eat so much sugar, someone might not 

offer me the pie.  Or if I decide to walk more, someone might ask me to do just that with 

them regularly. 

 

God has made his promise known and it gives us something to not only watch for and 

hope in, but to also participate in. 

 

Because since we know the promise…. 

 We can align our lives to the promise even now.  For example:   

 God’s kingdom is about righteousness.  Therefore, we can examine our own 

hearts and actions, looking for where we are self-serving, so that we fit into that 

kingdom now. 

 God’s kingdom is about peace.  Therefore, we can work on our disagreements 

and disappointments with each other, seeking reconciliation with each other, and 

thus live as citizens of that kingdom even now.  

 

Friends, God has not only dreamt of a new life for us, but God has remembered his 

promises, and plans accordingly.   

 

Thanks be to God who works to give us a hope and a future! 


