
SCRIPTURE Luke 4:14-21 
14 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread 

through the whole countryside. 15 He was teaching in their synagogues, and everyone 

praised him. 
16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he 

went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the 

prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: 
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 

    because he has anointed me 

    to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 

    and recovery of sight for the blind, 

to set the oppressed free, 
19     to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”[a] 
20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of 

everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21 He began by saying to 

them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” 
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After college, I went away to serve as a young-adult missionary in Richmond, VA.  I had 

so many experiences in those years: 

 Learned to live in a new, faraway city in a completely different region than I grew 

up in. 

 A multitude of lessons learned in caring for marginalized people 

 Went on a mission trip to South Africa with a team of people from VA to build a 

church 

 Heard my call to ministry and made plans to attend seminary in DC 

 

I remember one visit back to my hometown and I ran into a group of people who I hung 

out with growing up.  I approached them with a smile and “hi, how are you…it’s great to 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=lUKE+4%3A14-21&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25083a


see you”.  And literally, nothing.  Only one of them turned to say “hi” back, but the rest 

of the group ignored my greeting.   

 

I was not prepared for that and I awkwardly walked away.  Later, the one friend who did 

turn and say “hi” approached me and apologized for the group.  I asked him what was 

the matter, had I done something.  He said, “You’ve been away.  You have grown 

beyond this town and our childhood experiences… you’re different now.” 

 

I think a lot about that experience whenever I read this story. 

The story begins with: “Jesus returned to Galilee…”  He returned to the place that was 

home; the region he grew up in; where people knew him. 

 

But so much had happened to Jesus since the last time he was in his home synagogue.   

 He had traveled toward Jerusalem and encountered John the Baptist 

  He was baptized….had that incredible experience…. 

 He spent over a month in solitude in the wilderness overcoming the temptations 

of the devil. 

 He was living “in the power of the Spirit” 

 

I suppose that in many ways he was unrecognizable to some people. 

 Oh, they identified him: “isn’t this the carpenter’s son?” 

 But he was changed, for sure…. 

 

And add to that what he said in the synagogue, it was obvious that he knew his purpose 

in life 

And it was a grand purpose. 

He was given the scroll of Isaiah to read and he deliberately looked for a particular 

passage.   
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 

    because he has anointed me 

    to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 

    and recovery of sight for the blind, 

to set the oppressed free, 
19     to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

 



It was probably a favorite passage for the people: 

…a passage that spoke of hope for what will be 

…a passage that declared that the marginalized, the economically poor, the 

spiritually poor, the lost, the forgotten, the ill, the disenfranchised (these are many of the 

ways that “the poor” can be understood) would be given good news. 

…a passage that declared freedom for the prisoner and the oppressed - release 

from indebtedness to past sins; perhaps even release from the burden of past debts that 

keep people from being able to move forward in life because they are always having to 

pay for their past 

….a passage that people hoped in but never expected would be realized. 

 

Hearing that passage for them is what hearing 

 “For God so loved the world….” 

 “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus….. 

means to us. 

 

But then Jesus goes further.  Instead of reflecting on what God is planning on doing or 

talking about holding onto hope for what will be, Jesus says, “today this has been 

fulfilled in your hearing” 

 

They no longer need to hope for the future.  The future is here! 

Now, we could go on and focus on how that moment of wonder turned into a time of 

utter rejection, for it did: 

 Jesus continued by predicting their rejection and their lack of faith 

 And they did just that. 

 

Instead of rushing forward to that part of the story and clicking our tongues at those 

people of Nazareth who should have known better, and perhaps going so far as to 

compare ourselves to them; our acceptance of Jesus to their rejection, 

 

I’d like to ponder with you the power of knowing your mission/purpose.  

 

Mission aligns with God’s vision of what will be. 

God had spoken long before about how things should be; what the community 

of faith ought to look like; how people’s lives would change for the better.  Jesus 

aligned his work with that mission. 



Likewise, if we ponder what our purpose ought to be, we need to begin 

what God’s dreams and make God’s dreams our own dreams. 

 

Mission is, many times, clarified through struggle. 

Jesus had experienced the temptation to misuse his power and identity….the 

devil tempted as much.  In the midst of those temptations, Jesus knew what 

God’s purposes really were; Jesus knew that the devil had no intention of living 

by God’s purposes; there was clarification about what his life was about and what 

it wasn’t about. 

Likewise, our struggles may help us understand what we need to engage 

in.  I know people who have struggled with addictions who then help 

others in theirs; who know what grief is about and help others with their 

grief….. 

 

True Mission serves a purpose greater than self. 

What if Jesus had said to them, “I am the Son of God.”  What if he used that 

identity to get what he wanted in life?  What if it was “all about him”.  My guess is 

that we wouldn’t be here today calling him Lord.  Jesus serves the needs of 

others; he is a servant leader.  It is because of what he has done for us that we 

call him Lord. 

 

Mission doesn’t just talk about what can be, but it fulfills hope. 

What Jesus declared in his mission and how he followed through with his 

mission, fulfilled so many people’s hopes for wholeness.  He healed the sick.  He 

declared release and forgiveness of sin.  He made the blind to see and the lame 

to walk.   

 

First Church – no church – can completely change the world, but we can do our 

part.  We give relief to the weary like through Buddy Break.  We welcome the 

stranger through our outreach events.  We feed the hungry.  We declare God’s 

forgiveness of sin through Jesus Christ.   

 

Mission is not just for the church as a whole, but we all come to times in the journey 

with God when we may wonder what it’s all about; what we should be doing, how we 

should be engaging your faith, asking, “what is my purpose/mission”…. And get to doing 

it….. 



If you are experiencing that in your life, I and the church staff is here for you to 

reflect with about what God may be calling you to. 

 

Like Jesus did…and as we respond to it, we will be changed, no longer who we used to 

be, no longer how other people saw us or knew us. 

And that’s good news because it’s a sign that the kingdom of God is advancing a 

bit more into the world. 

 

Let’s pray: 
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